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Commentary Structure: 

This Verse by Verse Commentary is structured as follows: 

First: The Holy scriptures are annotated first and are shown in the lesson body as Bold 

Black. 

Next: Commentary: The commentary notes, explanation and references compiled are shown 

in the lesson body as italics black. 

 

Example:  

Scripture: 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Commentary: 

This verse has been regarded as the single greatest verse in all of the bible, and rightly so.  It is 

mostly due to the fact that, in this one verse is the revealing of so much truth.  Is there another 

single verse that singularly defines man’s fall, man’s worth, God’s love, God’s plan, God’s 

sacrifice, man’s redemption to that plan if he meets the conditions of faith and finally, man’s 

ultimate destination because of his faith in Jesus Christ?  It reveals the heart of God as a 

genuinely loving and caring father who was so broken over the fall of humanity that this love of 

God demanded a plan to redeem mankind unto Himself.  The two words “so loved” stand out to 

me so much.  The love within mankind is limited and is usually confined to words.  God loved so 

much that He gave.  Man’s love says; God’s love gives.  Paul would say it this way in Romans 

5:8, “but God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

 

Study Resources:  

1. All scriptures are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).   

2. All references to Hebrew or Greek are taken from the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

of the Bible.   

3. All other definitions are taken from Merriam-Webster online.  www.merriam-webster.com/ 

4. All other applicable sources are noted as they appear. 
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Why Contextual Studies? 

There is such a need in the world today to, not only study the word of God, but to take the Word 

of God in the context it is written.  Paul exhorted Timothy to: 

study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason 

that men and women have mishandled the word of God.  If scripture is not understood and taught 

in the context written, then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to deceive.  You can make 

the bible say anything you want it to say if you isolate one verse from its context.  For example: 

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Mark 10:9  

This verse, if isolated from its context, can take on a different understanding.  If you isolate it, 

you could basically teach that it was a sin for someone to cut a tree down since it was God who 

made that tree.   

As a matter of fact, denominations are built upon wrong understandings of scripture.  Of course 

we all know for certain that very few, if any at all, would deliberately misinterpret scripture.  

Man’s opinion and interpretation has cause many people to be led astray.   

During the time that Paul mentioned to Timothy to study, all they had was the Old Testament 

scrolls.  Not everyone had access to the scriptures.  This is why synagogues were so important 

during that time.  There is some evidence to suggest that Ezra was responsible for synagogues to 

be constructed.  Paul no doubt had spent 3 years in Arabia and Damascus searching these scrolls 

with a brand new mind and heart.  No doubt God revealed unto Paul the mysteries and deep 

understandings of the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary.   

 

Rightly Divide? 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with 

such boldness.  All scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to 

compare scripture with scripture so that we arrive at the correct understanding.  Satan brought 

the word of God to Jesus during the temptation in the wilderness.  Satan quoted scripture, but it 

was taken completely out of its context.  He used Psalm 91:11-12.  Although the verse is true 

that God will give His angels charge concerning us, this scripture gives no instruction for a man 

to just jump off of the pinnacle of the temple.  The promise is for those who find themselves 

precariously in this situation unaware.  For someone to knowingly and willingly jump or cast 

themselves down would be attempting to commit suicide and would find themselves tempting 

God.  So Jesus reveals unto satan the error in this by quoting another verse of scripture to correct 

the wrong understanding, or actually, correct Satan’s deliberate attempt to twist the scripture.  He 

quoted Deuteronomy 6:16.  
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All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works.  2 Timothy 3:16-17.   

This verse reveals some amazing things!  It declares to us that the understanding of scripture is 

accomplished by comparing it to other passages of scripture.  We can have correct understanding 

of verses by simply comparing them to other verse of scripture.  Our doctrine should be based 

upon, not only the word of God, but the correct understanding of it.   

 

Not Ashamed? 

A workman that is rightly dividing the word of truth should need not to be ashamed.  In other 

words, a man/woman who studies, soon becomes a workman in the word of God.  A workman is 

toiler, figuratively, a teacher: --laborer, worker(-man). Most importantly, a man/woman who will 

search the scriptures sufficiently as to be able to correctly divide the word of Truth will become a 

man/woman approved of God.  There is no shame in making a stand on scripture when you have 

studied it and compared scripture with scripture to arrive at the correct understanding.  Great 

boldness can be obtained by this and God expects those who handle the word of God in any 

capacity to do so rightly as we will give an account in the day of Judgment.   

The great doctrines in the word of God can be found again and again!  For example, blood 

sacrifice for sin, justification, faith, eternity, grace, mercy, apostasy, sin, judgment, and the 

coming of the Lord are all doctrines that are found throughout the pages of scripture.   

 

How shall we study the scriptures?   

Is there an improper way?  Why do we at times struggle so much with understanding scripture?  

The answer to this question may be a little simpler than we may think.  If we read the word of 

God with a preconceived idea about doctrine, then we will have a hard time comprehending it 

and become frustrated in the process, that is, if that preconceived idea is unscriptural.   

A falsely preconceived idea is what caused an entire people of rejecting their messiah over two 

thousand years ago, and what causes a fallen world to continue to reject Him. 

I honestly believe the proper way to studying the scriptures is with an open mind.  When verses 

of scripture seem to reveal certain characteristics about God, His word, or doctrine, then we must 

not cast them aside, but compare our current understanding based upon other scriptures.  Clearly 

stated scriptures will definitely settle most disputes about others that seem to declare something 

different.   
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Hebrew and Greek? 

As we already know, the Old Testament scriptures were written in Hebrew, while the New 

Testament scriptures were written in Greek.  There will definitely arise instances where you will 

have to dive into Hebrew and Greek word studies in order to capture the intention of the 

scriptures. 

For example: 

Exodus 24:10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved 

work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

John 1:18 For no man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

How do we reconcile these scriptures?  A careful study of the words “saw” in Hebrew and 

“seen” in Greek settle the conflict that seems to exist between these two scriptures. 

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we 

must let the word say what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow 

the word to change us!   

 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 

truth: for thou has magnified ty word above all thy name.  Psalm 138:2 

 

…Let God be true, but every man a liar.  Romans 3:4 
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General information on The Epistle to the Galatians 

Author: Paul; Saul of Tarsus.  The Apostle converted on the road to Damascus as recorded in 

Acts chapter 9. 

Audience: This letter was written to Gentiles in the regions of Galatia who had been born again 

during the move of the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the apostles.   

Date written: Some scholars date the original letter to 50-60 AD while others hold to the notion 

that it was written in 48, 49 or early 50’s.  The determination of Galatian’s chapter 2 as 

compared to Acts 13, or Acts 15 are considered when dating this letter of Paul. 

Purpose: The purpose of this epistle from the Holy Spirit is to bring the Galatian believers to an 

understanding that Christ must be the foundation.  All other ground, including the Law, is 

sinking sand!  Believing Pharisees were falsely preaching a gospel mixed with Law.  Paul makes 

it plain in this epistle that there is no middle ground.  There is no fence on which to straddle.  If 

you be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 

Introductory Comments:  Before we proceed into this study of the Epistle of Paul the Apostle 

to the Galatian church, let’s say a few things about this epistle.  Paul obviously was burdened for 

the church at Galatia.  The theme of this entire book of Galatians is “Remaining in Christ is the 

only Victory over sin!”  Even though the Galatian church had been born again, they were being 

bewitched to go back to trying to fulfill the Law again.  This was man’s attempt to try to live 

right.  We must understand before going any further that Israel was zealous for God.  Israel was 

not like America or any other nation for that matter, who did not care about God or His Laws.  

Israel wanted to walk and please God.  True Christians today are of the same fabric.  We have 

been born again.  We have such a desire to live for God but find ourselves struggling and failing 

God miserably at times.  We want to live victorious over sin but have found ourselves in 

situations at times where the flesh has gotten the upper hand on us, and we bowed down in defeat 

and gave in to the thing we didn’t want to do.  Why does this happen?  How can we at times find 

ourselves so strong in the Lord that we are walking tall in the Spirit while at other times failing 

God so bad?  I think the answer is found here.   

Let’s take a look at these verses and see what the Holy Spirit led the apostle to write in order to 

correct the doctrine that had been imposed on the Galatian churches.  From what we read in his 

letter, there were men who came in unawares, not evident to the Galatians as being used of 

Satan, and not knowing themselves, to attempt to corrupt the church from its foundation; Jesus 

Christ!   The greater majority of men who preach, do not preach with the intentions of troubling 

someone’s faith in Christ; although there are exceptions.  But regardless, the truth remains; men 

can creep in unawares and destroy what another preacher or minister has built.  Paul would 

reveal this in 1 Corinthians 3.  We would all do well to take heed to Paul’s admonition to this 

epistle to the Galatians so that we are not troubled by a perverted gospel that seeks to bring men 

and women back into spiritual bondage.  It is a foolish notion to believe that no one is able to be 

overcome again by Satan after they have been delivered.  This is the continual heartbeat of this 
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epistle as we will clearly see.  Paul, again and again, is appealing to the Galatian believers that 

they should continue in Christ and not be pulled away from the gospel truth that was preached to 

them which they readily received.   

Paul, the author of this letter, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote this letter to the 

churches of Galatia to bring them back to a place of victory.  The name “Paul” is Greek, which 

comes from the Greek word G3972, pronounced Pow’-los, that means “Pause”; to stop, i.e., 

restrain, quit, desist, come to an end: --cease, leave, refrain.”  The name “Saul” is Hebrew, which 

comes from the Hebrew word H7586, pronounced Sha’uwl that means “asked.”  Why does this 

even matter?  The description of the name may not initially matter much at all, but the fact that 

an Israelite Pharisee, who was full of the zeal and tradition of his people, laid down his Jewish, 

Hebrew, parent-given name, and forever after was called by a “Greek” name is nothing short of 

extraordinary.  This lends more evidence to the idea that Paul was a new and forever changed 

man.  He forsook the old man that he used to be.  What if, after we gave our lives to Jesus Christ, 

that we immediately received a new name from the Lord in this life?  We could immediately 

identify the old sinner man/woman that we were by name!  Even when people who knew us in 

our lost condition would address us in that “Old man’s name” that we could say “That’s not who 

I am anymore!”  Hallelujah!  We are forever changed!  We are not the same person we were 

before!  I am not that old man I used to be!  We are new creatures in Christ Jesus!  Revelation 

2:17 declares “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him 

a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that 

receiveth it.  
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1:1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, 

who raised him from the dead;)  

Commentary:  

What an introduction!  Paul immediately declares the authenticity of his apostleship.  He is not an apostle 

of men.  He is not an apostle sent by man.  Jesus Christ himself ordained Paul to be an apostle.  Jesus 

also sent Paul.  This verse makes a person wonder if Paul was withstood by many people and questioned 

whether he was a man sent from God or not.  It seems as though there are other references to Paul’s need 

to defend the gospel that he preached.  If a man’s ministry is not confirmed by the Lord, then his words 

will go nowhere.  If a man’s preaching is of God, then God himself will confirm the man that his words 

and works are wrought in God.  This is a reason why a preacher should be held accountable by a local 

body.  The church at Ephesus tried them which said they were apostles, but found them to be liars; false 

apostles.  Revelation 2:2. Something else about Paul’s apostleship that I find interesting is that his was 

not like any of the other apostles.  Jesus ordained twelve to be with Him prior to the cross!  Paul’s 

apostleship came after Jesus’ ascension.  The original twelve had little or no religious teaching, other 

than Judas who ultimately betrayed him.  And although Paul was a Pharisee, he was taught after the 

perfect manner of the Law of the fathers, (Acts 22:3) which is evidence to me that he already had a lot 

more biblically based understanding of God’s truth concerning grace, justification by Faith and 

righteous living, which he continually reaches back into the Old Testament for in order to teach the 

churches those Spiritual truths as the pertain to the New Covenant.  

1:2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:  

Commentary:  

Not only was Paul saluting the churches of Galatia, but the brethren that were with him were also 

saluting the churches!  Notice in this verse that he is writing to churches.  This epistle is not addressed to 

a “single body” of believers, but to a “multiple number” of assemblies of saints that were in the common 

region of Galatia.  I’ve always assumed, falsely I might add, that Paul was writing to a single church 

body.  This proves that assumption wrong.  Acts 16:6 has the phrase “region of Galatia” which reveals 

the idea that this was more than just a town or city.  As a matter of fact, ancient maps reveal that the 

region of Galatia stretched from the Black Sea between Bithynia and Cappadocia, all the way down to 

Pamphylia, which touches the Mediterranean Sea.  (See maps) Acts 18:23 declares that it was referred to 

as the “country of Galatia.”  Paul would return in Acts 18 to strengthen all the disciples, which was 

evidence of his sincere love for them as an under shepherd.  

1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Commentary:  

This is no doubt a signature phrase of salutation found throughout Paul’s writings.  You will find this at 

the end of all of Paul’s letters; including the book of Hebrews.  Although Paul’s name is not mentioned in 

Hebrews, this salutation is; which gives some evidence that he wrote it also.  This verse also lends more 

evidence that God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ are two distinct and separate individuals.   

1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 

according to the will of God and our Father:   

Commentary:  

This, speaking of the work that Jesus performed on the cross of Calvary which will forever go down in 

eternal history as the most amazing display of love ever shown to mankind.  The second phrase lends 

more evidence to prove that salvation through Jesus Christ is a victory over the Satan now as well as 

CHAPTER 1 
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later.  If you’re born again, then you have been delivered from this present evil world.  And of course, the 

last part of the verse declares the fact that this victory from sin presently and eternally, through the price 

Jesus paid, is God’s will for all humanity. This is a victory that is “NOW”, not just a salvation that is 

coming, although there is a coming victory!   

1:5 To whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.   

Commentary:  

What other answer or response can Paul or anyone else give to what has just been delivered?  When God 

does something, the only thing the world can respond with is Glory be to God forever!  Praise His 

wonderful name!   

1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel:  

Commentary:  

Paul doesn’t waste any time in getting straight to the heart of his purpose for writing this letter to the 

Galatian church.  Paul was amazed at how quickly this church moved from faith in Christ. Here in this 

verse lies the main burden; the common theme, for the entire epistle of Paul, through the Holy Spirit, to 

the Galatian churches.  Notice the language Paul uses; “removed from Him.”  Paul was no less than 

astonished that the church had been completely detached from the One (Jesus) that called them into this 

wonderful grace covenant.  Some people say that there is no unhooking or becoming removed from Christ 

after you’ve been joined to Him.  This verse declares something totally different.  Is it possible to be 

removed from Christ?  The answer is yes!  The question that must be asked now is; how does someone 

become removed from Him?  For one, placing your faith in something else for salvation other than Christ 

and Him crucified will remove you from Him.  We MUST keep our faith in Christ and the fact that we are 

righteous, not because of what we’ve done, but because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the Cross!  

We will find out in this epistle how else this becoming removed from Christ can occur in a person’s life.  

Reference Matthew 18:23-35, Luke 12:41-48, Romans 6:16, 11:13-22, James 1:15 & 5:19-20, Revelation 

22:19.  Notice Paul is declaring this to be “another gospel.”  We will see that you can’t add Law to 

Christ.  It becomes another gospel, which in reality is not a gospel.   

1:7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel 

of Christ.   

Commentary:  

If they preach something other than Christ and Him crucified, then it is a different message, but it is not 

another gospel.  As a matter of fact, it is not a gospel at all!  But notice that Paul is saying that this 

“message” that they’ve been hearing is troubling to the Galatian believers.  It sounds like the gospel but 

it isn’t.  It is a message of good news, but with the addition of Law.  Acts 15:1-11.   Now we should all 

understand that Paul is definitely not excluding all other preaching of truly biblical doctrines such as 

prophesy, sanctification, prayer etc. but he is referring to the preaching of the grace which bringeth 

salvation.  This is a justifying message that redeems mankind from sin unto salvation.  This verse gives us 

insight to the effects that a perverted gospel message will have in all of our lives.  It troubles a church; 

and as we will see in the following chapters, it removes a people from Christ!   

1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 

which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.   

Commentary:  

Paul was adamant about preserving his gospel, which is not his personally, but the pure unadulterated 

gospel he received from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  He makes it very clear in this verse that if anyone 
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else comes along, it doesn’t matter whether it’s an angel, or even “we” come back preaching another 

gospel, not only should you not receive his message or ours, but “Let him be accursed”, i.e., consider him 

cut off from Christ!  Paul will echo this remark in 5:12. How would a church have the assurance within 

themselves to react in a way as to reject a false message?  How can a church recognize a false message 

when they hear it?  For one thing, the word of God is the ruler by which we must all measure a 

preacher’s message.  It’s also because the Spirit of God is continually present to confirm and comfort His 

children.  Once someone is removed, then they have no witness of the Spirit to reassure and comfort them 

that they are still on track with Christ.  The only working of the Holy Spirit at this point is of conviction, 

of pulling them back to repentance and of grieving or quenching the Holy Spirit. 

1:9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you 

than that ye have received, let him be accursed.   

Commentary:  

Isn’t it amazing that Paul repeats himself here?  He’s driving the point home to the Galatian people to 

not let anyone lead them out of Christ.  Why?  Because they had accepted another message and in doing 

so, had become removed from Christ.  They had fallen from grace.  Sometimes God has to repeat Himself 

to us in order to drive the point home. 

1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God?  Or do I seek to please men?  For if I yet pleased 

men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  

Commentary:  

Paul’s style of teaching was; ask a question and then answer it.  Paul asks the church this simple 

question; who am I trying to convince?  Am I trying to convince you?  Am I trying to convince God?  Am I 

a man-pleaser?  Let it be known that anyone who seeks to please man cannot not be a servant of Christ!  

Too many preachers today fail to preach the gospel or doctrinal truths in the word of God simply because 

they want to please men; and that usually is due to the need to keep their paycheck coming.  Paul makes 

no bones about it!  His priority is to please God and to be a servant of Christ, regardless of whether it 

brought persecution or even death! 

1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  

Commentary:  

This verse requires no explanation.  Paul’s gospel was not to please man; neither was it given or taught 

to him by man.  The word “certify” indicates that Paul attempts to make official this gospel that he 

preaches by declaring that it was not given unto him by man!  It was revealed unto him by Jesus Christ 

himself. 

1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.   

Commentary:  

As we have previously seen Paul explain, He declares that this gospel was not given to him by man.  Paul, 

although sitting under the feet of Gamaliel to study the Law of the fathers, did not do so with this gospel.  

He sat at the feet of Jesus Christ just like the first disciples and was taught the good news of salvation and 

the mystery of the new covenant.  The only difference between Paul’s discipleship teaching and the 

original apostles is Paul was being taught by a previously crucified, but now Risen Saviour revealed in 

the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit can and will teach us the same way.  He promised that He would guide us in 

all truth!  What a promise!   
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1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that 

beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:   

Commentary:  

Paul refers to the Law of Moses or the Old Covenant with the phrase “Jews’ religion.”  This gives us an 

indication that the Galatian believers, which were Greeks, were alienated from this covenant.  This is a 

very discreet phrase, but it gives evidence to the fact that the Galatians should not give themselves over 

into something that, for the most part, did not readily include them.  Paul is also declaring that his 

experience with the Old Covenant living demanded a separation, or worse than that, a persecution of 

anyone who does not practice old testament Law.  Paul, here in this verse, is starting to build upon the 

thought that these two views cannot co-exist; they cannot be mixed.  As a matter of fact, Paul declares 

that he “wasted” the people that held to this new thing of Jesus Christ.   

1:14 And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being 

more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.   

Commentary:  

Paul’s zeal of persecuting the church of Jesus Christ caused him to become the favorite among many of 

his peers.  His zeal elevated him to a greater stature.  Notice he says he profited in the Jews’ religion.  

Two things here: first Paul is distancing himself from this “religion” even though he has been born into 

it.  Secondly, Paul was profiting in the religion, but notice there’s no reference to favor or closeness to 

the Lord because of that zeal.  The “traditions of my fathers” is an interesting phrase.  Tradition, whether 

it’s correct or incorrect, is a major influence in all of our lives.  I have found in my own life that tradition 

is many times, the foundation for a person’s faith, whether it is correct or not.  Most of the time, a person 

gravitates toward the denomination of their parents simply because of the parental acceptance.  Someone 

can believe in Jesus Christ, but if they believe it only because mom and dad told them to, then traditions 

of the fathers are the foundation of that person’s faith and not Christ.  We must let God be the truth, and 

every man a liar.   

1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me 

by his grace,  

Commentary:  

Paul’s life, as well as all others who are born into this world, was fore-ordained.  In Jeremiah 1:5, God 

declared that He knew Jeremiah and the plans He had for him before he was formed.  Notice the 

separation was a different event than the calling.  This separation is in reference to God’s purpose for 

Paul.  We are all called according to His purpose.  There is the purpose and then the calling to that 

purpose.  This all started on the road to Damascus!  Jesus Himself appearing to Saul of Tarsus, declared 

to him that it was “Him” that Saul was persecuting!  I am reminded of the advice of Saul’s teacher 

Gamaliel when he said “Take heed what you do concerning these men…Lest happily ye be found to fight 

against God!”  This is the one thing that Saul; Paul, found himself doing!   

1:16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood:   

Commentary:  

Here lies the details of that purpose.  Notice the language here; to reveal his Son “in me”, not “to me.”  

This is the mystery of the glorious gospel.  The new covenant can be simply stated in this regard; “In 

Christ!”  Paul would say it another way in Colossians, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  There is 

language all throughout Paul’s letters which mean the same thing.  Language such as “In Him”, “In 

Whom”, “In Christ”, etc.…  A Christian life cannot be compared to any other religion on the face of the 

earth.  This new covenant is the only “religion” in the world where man’s God comes to live within him.  
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God would do an amazing thing to Paul as He does to us.  He would reveal His Son “In Me.”  Every born 

again believer can testify to the fact with Paul “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.”  The 

second portion of this verse gives us insight to continue Paul’s certification of His gospel not being from 

man!  He is saying here that his seminary was of the Spirit.  The Holy Ghost taught Paul everything Paul 

knew concerning the new covenant.  He did not discuss this with man!   

1:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into 

Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.   

Commentary:  

Paul continues his thoughts in this verse that he didn’t go up to any place where any apostles who had 

been with Jesus, to discuss or learn this mystery.  He rather went into Arabia and returned again unto 

Damascus.  Arabia?  Why in the world would Paul go to Arabia?  Paul went into a land where no gospel 

had ever been preached yet.  Could Paul have gone to Mt. Sinai?  Maybe, but Sinai was the location 

where God revealed the old covenant to Moses.  Whatever the reason was, Paul was taught by the Holy 

Spirit, the mystery of the new covenant in Arabia and perhaps some of his revelation came to him while 

he was returned to Damascus.  Either way, this truth was not man-taught, but Spirit-revealed! 

1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen 

days.   

Commentary:  

There is an implication here that Paul spent three years in Arabia, although he did return to Damascus.  

This could mean that he went for an undisclosed period of time in Arabia and returning to Damascus 

afterward, but with the total time spent between the two places added up to three years.  Either way, Paul 

was absent from the Pharisee world and the early church world for three years.  So, Saul of Tarsus, the 

dreaded persecutor of the sect of the Nazarenes, finally goes up to Jerusalem to meet with Peter.  This is 

a very pivotal meeting.  This is not the same ascent to Jerusalem as mentioned in Acts 15 though.  This is 

most likely the travel to Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 9:26. I can only imagine the discussion and 

fellowship that must have taken place these fifteen days!  No doubt Paul declaring to Peter his conversion 

and the vision of Jesus on the way to Damascus. I’m sure Paul was desirous to hear Peter’s account of 

the Messiah’s life and their closeness to Him before the cross and after the resurrection!   

1:19 But other apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother.   

Commentary:  

James, Jesus’ half-brother.  As some scholars don’t want to admit, there were more than twelve apostles.  

This James is not either of the two James’ of the original twelve.  The first James was brother to John and 

are referred to as the Sons of Zebedee.  The other James is distinguished by his father Alphaeus.  

Matthew 13:55-56 and Mark 6:3 reveal that there was a James (who wrote the epistle of the same name), 

Joses, Juda(s) (Jude who wrote the epistle of the same name.  Jude 1 says that he was the brother of 

James), and Simon were half-brothers of Christ.  This is the same James mentioned in chapter 2.  

1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.   

Commentary:  

So after Paul certifies that his gospel which he preaches, along with his apostleship is of God, he now 

declares that the things I’m about to write unto you, I write them realizing that God sees me write and I, 

before God, am telling the truth. 
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1:21 Afterwards, I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;  

Commentary:  

So immediately upon leaving Jerusalem, Paul comes to Syria and Cilicia; both Gentile regions.  This 

lends evidence to Paul’s gospel being to Roman provinces; which were Gentiles.  What’s most interesting 

about this is that Paul’s hometown, Tarsus, was in the area of Cilicia.  So Paul goes back close to his 

own region.  Although this is also recorded in Acts 15:40-41, there seems to be evidence that this is a 

different travel to Jerusalem than the Acts 15:40-41 account. 

1:22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:   

Commentary:  

This verse needs very little explaining.  Judaea, which is in the heart of Israel, had believers who had 

heard of Paul, but did not have a face to face encounter with him; either before or after his conversion on 

the road to Damascus.  I had once thought that Paul; then called Saul of Tarsus, was among the leaders 

of the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.  This verse adds evidence to the fact that Paul may have been associated 

with the Pharisees that withstood Jesus and the disciples in the 3 1/2 years of Jesus’ ministry on earth, 

but could have been a Pharisee apprentice or at best, one of the Pharisees who did not stand out, and 

thus, not noticeable to any of the first disciples.  If Saul of Tarsus would have been a leader during this 

time, his face would have been familiar.  There is something else here.  If Paul would have been in the 

midst of the Pharisees during Jesus’ trial, then he should have recognized Jesus on the road to 

Damascus.  He did not readily know who Jesus was or else Jesus would not have had to introduce 

Himself.  Even though Jesus’ was in His glorified state, it was still the same body of Jesus that was raised 

from the dead and came out of Joseph’s tomb.     

1:23 But they had heard only, that he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the 

faith which once he destroyed.   

Commentary:  

Again, very little explanation is necessary here.  Obviously during Paul’s trip to see Peter in Jerusalem, 

these believers did not encounter the dreaded Saul of Tarsus, recently born again and declaring openly 

this faith which he just recently had destroyed.  

1:24 And they glorified God in me.   

Commentary:  

These believers had every right to be skeptical of Paul’s conversion.  But like their Master Jesus Christ, 

they were very willing to forgive and receive all who confessed and professed faith in Jesus Christ.  They 

praised God for the work He performed in the life of Paul.  Can you imagine how these believers must 

have felt that the Risen Saviour converted someone who was persecuting them?  Can you imagine hearing 

the news of someone who has been given officially signed documents for your arrest, imprisonment and 

maybe even death is now on your side?  WOW!  No wonder they glorified God in Paul! 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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2:1 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus 

with me also.   

Commentary:  

So when Paul travels again to Jerusalem, He is accompanied by Barnabas and Titus.  Fourteen years 

later.  Fourteen years after what?  After the first travel to Jerusalem mentioned in the latter part of 

chapter 1.  This seems to fit more with the events of Acts 15, although there are some differences in the 

details.  There are, however, more similarities which causes me to believe that this verse is in fact Paul’s 

account of the Acts 15 account.  In both accounts, there is a meeting in Jerusalem.  In both accounts, 

there is a discussion about circumcision.   

2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach 

among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I 

should run, or had run, in vain.   

Commentary:  

By Paul declaring that He went up “by revelation” means that he was led the Spirit of God to go forth.  

In all of Paul’s writings, it doesn’t take too much reading to see that the Lord bear heavily upon Paul the 

distinction and separation that must remain between Circumcision (which is the term used to describe 

remaining in the teachings of the Old Testament Law) and being “in Christ!”  The issue discussed at 

Jerusalem was men who, in other places, were preaching that “Except ye be circumcised after the 

manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved!”  Acts 15:1. Paul communicated to “them” (all believers in the 

assembly in Jerusalem, minus the apostles) this mystery of the new covenant that the Holy Ghost had 

taught him.  Paul communicated privately to them which were of reputation (it only makes sense that this 

could is referring to the apostles).  The reason why I believe this people of reputation could only be 

referring to the apostles is because if he had declared before them all this revelation, the Pharisees would 

no doubt have attempted to tear down Paul’s gospel before them all.  This was Paul’s wisdom in 

declaring this revelation separately unto the apostles.  The Jews who came preaching the Law mixed with 

grace message, would have withstood Paul’s words.  The apostles that were chosen by the Lord had little 

or no religious teaching.  Sure they were born in Israel and all subject to the Law and ordinances of the 

old covenant, but there is no evidence of their tie to the Pharisee sect.  It was the Pharisees who troubled 

Jesus’ teaching while He was upon the earth, and it was the Pharisees who troubled the Church after 

Christ’s ascension.  False doctrine is always an affront to True Christianity.  This was a whole lot more 

serious than some would think.  This need for circumcision was being taught that you cannot be saved 

without it.  This was a matter of Justification by Faith in Christ versus being justified by the works of the 

Law, which was never intended to bring salvation.   

2:3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:   

Commentary:  

With all the leading of the Holy Ghost to do this, that, and the other, it was amazing that Titus, who was 

presently uncircumcised, had no leadership; no conviction, that would lead him to be circumcised.   

2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out 

our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:   

Commentary:  

The term, false brethren, declares the fact that these men were clearly lost.  Acts 15 declares these to be 

Pharisee men of Judaea who believed.  Paul goes on to say in a later chapter that heresies is a work of 

the flesh.  No one walking in the Spirit will teach false doctrine.  They can’t if they are Spirit-led.  The 

CHAPTER 2 
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assembly of believers were unaware of these false teachers.  They came in with the intentions of 

espionage!  A spy is an undercover intelligence agent from the enemy armies.  Their intent is to obtain 

intelligence and come up with ways to break down that means of victory.  This is exactly what Satan was 

at work attempting to do.  Paul is slowly bringing the Galatian church to the realization that what 

happened in Antioch has happened to them also!   

2:5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel 

might continue with you.   

Commentary:  

So Paul goes on to say that he suffered them to speak their peace until their peace revealed them to be in 

error.  Once the error was painfully clear, Paul stopped them in their tracks.  This is what every true man 

of God and every true church should do in response to false teaching.  Paul let them speak but it didn’t 

last for even an hour.  Paul was jealous over them as he was the Galatians.  He made sure that any 

attempt to bring the church at Antioch from a place of faith in Christ would not be suffered to continue.  

The truth is what should continue. 

2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter 

to me: God accepteth no man’s person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference 

added nothing to me:   

Commentary:  

This is a remarkable element in the character of Paul.  Paul reveals his allegiance to Christ and 

preserving the purity of the gospel in the face of people who seemed to be respected men.  Paul, under no 

certain terms, is saying here that he could not care less whether they be people of reputation or not.  God 

doesn’t accept men because of their race, background, color or anything else.  Again, Acts 15 reveals that 

these were men of Judaea; Pharisees who believed.  It didn’t matter to Paul who these men were.  Also 

nothing they said in there “conference” added anything to Paul.  So Paul basically said these men who 

made themselves to be somebody, didn’t say anything truthful enough to change my heart concerning 

circumcision.  Finally, this verse is evidence that Paul would know no man by the flesh, but only after the 

Spirit. 

2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed 

unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;  

Commentary:  

Contrariwise, means that the teaching of these false brethren not only added nothing to Paul, but actually 

fueled his zeal to preach against it the more!  The phrase “gospel of the uncircumcision” is referring to 

Paul’s calling from God to preach to the Gentiles, which will be made clear in the next verse.  This is 

evidence that our calling from God is unique to the individual and is targeted to certain groups.  Peter 

was called by the Lord to preach to his own nation, people and kindred.  Paul was called to carry this 

gospel to a world of previously perceived outcasts or aliens from the promises of God.   

2:8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the 

same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)  

Commentary:  

He continues the idea that the calling of God, once obeyed, will produce an effectual working by the 

Lord.  If you are barren in the work you are doing for the Lord, it could be evidence that you aren’t in the 

right field laboring.  Maybe you need to pray and ask God to lead you where you need to be working.  

Once you get where God wants you, you will see the same effectual working.   
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2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 

was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we 

should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.   

Commentary:  

The name Cephas and Peter are used interchangeably in this epistle.  James, Peter, and John confirmed 

or certified the apostleship of Paul by giving unto him Barnabas to labor with him.  However, Acts 13:2 

declares that the Holy Ghost revealed it unto them when they had fasted.  Was this James, the brother of 

John?  If so, then this must have taken place prior to Acts 12 due to this James being the first to be 

martyred.  There is another disciple called James who seems to rise immediately after the death of John’s 

brother.  He is seen in Acts 15.  This the James I believe is mentioned here in this verse.  This James 

could either be the James who wrote the epistle of his name, which is the Lord’s half-brother, or James 

the son of Alphaeus.   

2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was 

forward to do.   

Commentary:  

These apostles gave me exhortation to the poor, but God had already put it in my heart to do.  Paul would 

have remembered and ministered unto the poor whether the apostles would have decreed him to or not.   

2:11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be 

blamed.   

Commentary:  

This verse lends more evidence to the fact that Paul is discussing the issue recorded in Acts 15, however 

Luke, the writer of Acts, does not record this.  It could be because Luke was not with Paul during this 

debate.  Paul was a bold man!  Paul, as he previously declared, was going to stand for the truth of the 

gospel regardless of who it was (It maketh no matter to me, God accepteth no man’s person).  Peter was 

obviously in error as we shall see in the following verses.  These verses also reveal that Peter, although 

was a leader in the church, was not above rebuke.  There is no evidence that Peter had ill feelings toward 

Paul for his open rebuke.  This proves to us that we can all learn from someone else in the Lord who is 

younger in the Lord than we are.  Spiritual maturity is not based on how long you’ve been a Christian, 

but on your desire and willingness to grow in Christ. 

2:12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they 

were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the 

circumcision.   

Commentary:  

Here lies the evidence of Peter’s error.  Peter was willing to have fellowship with Gentiles, but only in the 

absence of Jews which were sent by the apostle James.  Once these men which were of the circumcision 

came, Peter removed himself from these Gentiles, all because he feared these men.  What kind of effect 

did this have on the Gentiles?  They no doubt felt like dogs once again.  What about the men of 

circumcision?  This posture of Peter caused the men of the circumcision to realize their influence had an 

effect on Peter, the apostle who seemed to be the chief apostle.  As we weigh out the circumstances, we 

see the desperate need to Paul to correct this error of Peter before it got out of hand.  It would have led to 

Peter becoming influenced by these false brethren.  It also would have led to the separating of these 

Gentiles from the church altogether.  There would ultimately be no good that could have come from this 

error. 
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2:13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was 

carried away with their dissimulation.  

Commentary:  

This verse is very plain that a man in authority or leadership who is well respected, can lead others 

astray if he is not living his life the way he should.  Barnabas was led off into the error of Peter as well as 

other Jews. 

2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I 

said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of the Gentiles, 

and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?   

Commentary:  

Believe it or not, Peter was very close to becoming an object used by Satan to corrupt the simplicity of the 

gospel.  Apostle Paul was used by the Lord to reveal to Peter the error of his ways in how that he was 

showing preeminence to the Jews over the Gentiles. Not only was Peter being persuaded to a “Jewish” 

gospel, but it appears that James was being influenced as well.  See Acts 21 & 22. 

2:15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,  

Commentary:  

Paul continues his lecture by stating that we are not sinners by nature like the Gentiles, but you are in 

error by doing the same things to the Gentiles as they do.  This error, though, was very evident among the 

Pharisees.  They were very proud of themselves, and wrongly so.   

2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law, but by the faith of Jesus 

Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 

Christ, and not by the works of the Law: for by the works of the Law shall no flesh be 

justified.   

Commentary:  

If you attempt to gain any favor with God by trying to perform good works through the means of the Law, 

you will fail every time.   It’s not that God is not interested in you being righteous, but do not insult God 

with attempting to establish your own righteousness and belittling the price He paid for your redemption.  

God has made the way for our righteousness and that is through the work that Christ performed on the 

cross of Calvary.  The word “justified” means to render or regard as just or innocent, free, justify, be 

righteous.  This word carries the idea, along with the word “condemn”, that the person is guilty, but that 

they are not charged guilty.  God cannot look upon man’s performance in order to justify him.  The 

reason is because the flesh cannot perform it because there is no power in the flesh.  Sin reigns over man 

as long as he tries to accomplish anything in the flesh.  The work that Jesus Christ accomplished at the 

cross is our justification because He lived a sinless life while on earth; and by that, fulfilling the 

righteousness in the Law for us, but suffered the agony of Calvary’s cruel cross to pay the horrible price 

for our sin, and by that, satisfying God’s wrath for sin, so that we do not have to.  We are justified 

(deemed righteous, innocent, sinless, perfect) because of simple faith in the price Jesus paid on the cross 

of Calvary. What did Paul mean by the term “by the faith of Jesus Christ?”  This phrase is used by Paul a 

number of times.  This type of faith is not the same faith as we exhibit when we say we believe God.  This 

is a faith that comes from the Son.  It’s the faith of Jesus Christ.  See Romans 3:3, 3:22, Galatians 2:16, 

2:16, 2:20, 3:22, Ephesians 3:12, Philippians 3:9, James 2:1.  We have the mind of Christ.  This means 

that another faith or mind must overpower our own. 
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2:17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is 

therefore Christ the minister of sin?  God forbid.   

Commentary:  

What a startling statement!  This is no less than the single greatest argument; not just the church, but the 

ENTIRE world!  Paul makes an extraordinary distinction here regarding justification.  Is it even possible 

to live in sin and be justified by Christ?  The answer is obviously no.  This verse completely tears down 

the notion that a person who continues in sin can still be justified in the sight of God.  As a matter of fact, 

a person continuing in sin is a sign that they are NOT saved or justified in His sight.  Paul deals with this 

issue by asking a question, and that being, “Is Christ the minister of sin?”  The context is that 

justification in Christ should lead to our victory over sin, but Paul is saying that it is possible for someone 

to seek justification in Jesus but their lifestyle does not back up their profession.  He explains the 

ridiculousness of this concept by asking a simple question; is Christ the minister of sin?  The answer 

plainly is no.  So what happened then?  If we are to seek justification in Jesus Christ, which is trusting in 

the payment of Christ on Calvary to be enough to make me clean and justified before God, then what is 

the missing link between justification and victory over sin?  While we understand that Paul said “if we 

seek to be” carries the idea that a person is attempting to be born again, the conclusion is still the same.  

Christ is not the minister of sin!  This verse does not teach that a person will never sin again, but it does 

teach that there will be a change in our lives.  Some would say that the act of justification alone removes 

the ability to sin.  This is false!  If being justified removes the ability to sin, then everyone saved would be 

living without sin.  God has not removed your free will.  Your free will is still intact.  This verse reveals a 

requirement on our part; repentance.  Can a person be born again without repenting?  Can a person be 

justified by Christ by only trusting Christ and no forsaking of their sin?  The answer is no.  Christ is not 

the minister of sin.  Justification by faith of Christ does not enable a person to sin or remain in sin.  So if 

a justified person goes back into a life of continued sin, they lose justification.  One single sin is failure, 

but a life in continued sin is a sign that a person has changed masters.  This is why justification is lost. 

2:18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.   

Commentary:  

Why is Paul comparing this to building again things that have been torn down or destroyed?  Trying to 

live a life pleasing to God cannot be done by trying to keep Law.  It will cause you to be overcome by sin.  

The reason is simple.  The Holy Spirit empowers the believer to walk upright before God when their faith 

is anchored in Jesus Christ.  But if you revert back into Law, it becomes your own strength to try to fight 

the battle over sin.  This is why you will fail every time.  This verse is the evidence that is so important to 

us regarding our means of victory over sin.  Please do not let this verse pass you by without really 

considering what is being said.  First of all, Paul is declaring himself to be a builder; but more 

importantly he is saying that he is raising back up a building that he previously tore down.  After he has 

annihilated the building and brought it to rubble, he is saying that he could be found guilty of 

reconstructing that same building.  The Galatian church had false brethren coming in and preaching to 

them that they need to try to keep the Law.  This is the thing that Paul destroyed.  Trying to live a life 

pleasing to God cannot be done by trying to keep Law.  It will cause you to be overcome by sin.  The 

reviving of sin in a believers life is a sign that they have become a transgressor. 

2:19 For I through the Law am dead to the Law, that I might live unto God.   

Commentary:  

So many people were and still are looking to the Mosaic Law for a means of salvation.  God never 

intended the Law to do this.  The Law had accomplished its intended purpose in Paul’s life.  It was God’s 

way of teaching mankind his exceeding sinful condition, and like an arrow shot from an archer’s bow, it 

hit its mark.  So once the Law has fulfilled its purpose of laying waste any attempt for man to perform 
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righteousness, all that’s left is to believe unto righteousness.  Paul said in Romans 10 For with the heart 

man believeth unto righteousness.   

2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 

the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 

gave himself for me.   

Commentary:  

The life that Paul is saying now that he is living in the flesh, he is living it victoriously above sin because 

he is living it by the faith of the Son of God.  This verse is very plain regarding our living victorious when 

we keep this verse in context with the remainder of the chapter.  The victory of a Christian life is found 

right here in this verse.  When Jesus was nailed to the cross, because He was sacrificed for the sins of 

mankind, in a sense, everyone who has ever lived was crucified at Calvary that day.  Once we accept 

Jesus’ price for our sins, we become crucified with Christ.  Because Jesus included you on the cross, then 

once you by faith include Him in your life, you become identified with Christ.  And now, since Jesus was 

resurrected from the dead, since we were crucified with Him, then we rise in newness of His life.  The life 

that we now live in the flesh, Paul says, we live by the faith of the Son of God.  So it is the life of Jesus 

resurrected in us that gives us the victory over everything in this life; it does not matter what it is!  We 

have complete and total victory simply because we live by the faith of the Son of God.   

2:21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the Law, then Christ 

is dead in vain.   

Commentary:  

Is it possible to frustrate the grace of God?  Obviously yes, but what does it mean to frustrate the grace of 

God?  The word “frustrate” comes from the Greek 114 which means to set aside, i.e. to disesteem, 

neutralize or violate: --cast off, despise, disannul, frustrate, bring to nought, reject.  So Paul has just 

given one of the greatest verses of scripture that many of us quote regularly; 2:20, but now he is 

declaring that if I start building again the things that I destroyed, then in doing so, I will bring to nought 

or reject the grace that God wants to deliver to me.  How many churches are doing this in our world 

today?  May I say today that the evidence of sin in the child of God is proof that the grace of God has 

been “frustrated” or “rejected.”  Paul declared in verse 18 that only one building can be built by 

mankind at a time.  This is clear.  When we receive Christ as Saviour, we destroy every other means of 

righteousness and trust in the righteousness that Christ won for us at Calvary’s Cross.  Every other 

building is brought to rubble.  However, if we look to the Law for righteousness, then we destroy the 

building of Christ in our lives as well. 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?   

Commentary:  

Who hath bewitched you?  The word bewitch comes from the Greek word G940, pronounced bas-kah’-ee-

no; which is akin to 5335; to malign, i.e. to fascinate: -- bewitch.  This word carries the idea that Satan 

had mesmerized; got their eyes affixed on something other than Christ in order to draw them away from 

the Rock on which every scheme and device of Satan is crushed.  Satan has no victory at the Cross.  His 

only means of conquering any individual is to either keep the lost person away from the cross and to draw 

those who have trusted in Christ, away from the cross.  Obey the truth?  This is now clear according to 

the previous verses.  Obeying the truth is to place our faith, not in our works, but in Christ’s work at 

Calvary. 

3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by 

the hearing of faith?   

Commentary:  

Paul turns again now to his typical style of teaching spiritual truth; asking questions.  His question is 

quite simple which reveals how every promise from A to Z comes to every man; i.e., by faith.  This entire 

Christian life is a way of faith.  As a matter of fact, Hebrews 11:6 says …without faith it is impossible to 

please God.  The Galatian church was presented with a question regarding how they came into the family 

of God to begin with.  The answer was simple; it was by faith.  This one verse; but many others echo, 

reveal how God has chosen to work victory to every man and that is by us placing our faith in Christ.  

Once we do this, the Spirit can be received.  Paul is proving to the Galatians that the Law has not 

awarded you anything, so why are you walking in it? 

3:3 Are ye so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?   

Commentary:  

Even though the question “are you so foolish” has been asked, it demands that the Galatian church 

evaluate their thinking about what they were becoming corrupted to do, which was different from 

everything they had received from God up until that point.  It is evident and true that this gospel has 

nothing to do with the flesh.  There’s nothing fleshly about it!  The Galatian church received everything 

from God by faith in Christ.  This is how we receive anything and everything from God.  Without faith it is 

impossible to please God.  It cannot be done in the flesh. Now Paul drives the point home that their 

walking in Law is foolish and will get them nowhere with God.  The same holds true for us today.  If we 

try to live our lives for God any other way than by faith, it will get us nowhere as well.  God has ordained 

that we receive of Him through faith in Christ and being committed unto Him.  Finally, this verse reveals 

an amazing truth that beginning in the Spirit is beginning in faith.  Walking in the Spirit is walking by 

faith. 

3:4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain?  If it be yet in vain.   

Commentary:  

Obviously from this verse, the Galatians had suffered beatings, mockings; many persecutions because of 

their profession of faith in Christ.  Now that they have become removed from Christ, it seems as though 

Paul is asking them to explain why they were so willing at one time to suffer for their faith in Christ.  

There’s one thing for certain, identifying with Christ will become the greatest reason why people will 

reject, persecute, cause you to suffer, etc.  Jesus forewarned all of us in Matthew 10:25 “If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?”  It’s 
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amazing that once you have come to know the tender mercy of Jesus and have experienced His wonderful 

love and victory in your own life, nothing else seems to matter.  You will willingly endure the ridicule of 

the world because of the wonderful peace.  There’s no wonder why believers down through the years, 

from the first apostles down to the latest christian in our generation, have laid down their lives in order to 

not deny their Lord who redeemed them from the clutches of the kingdom of darkness. 

3:5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth 

he it by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of faith?   

Commentary:  

Now Paul goes back to his reasoning for how the church came into Christ at the very beginning; and that 

is by faith.  It also reveals an amazing truth concerning how miracles are wrought among us; it is not by 

the works of the Law, but by faith.  At this point, Paul has brought the Law down to such an humble level 

that the Galatians need not ever again see a need to return to it but he does continue his lesson of how 

much greater faith is when compared to the Law.  Paul is making a distinction here between what  the 

Law cannot do, and what receiving by faith can do.  If there are any workings of miracles taking place 

among you, you can rest assured that works of the Law didn’t obtain them.  It only comes through faith, 

which is the only way anything comes to us from the Father.  This example of faith is not a justifying faith, 

but a promise obtaining faith.  Either way, the point is clear; faith is the answer. 

3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.   

Commentary:  

Now Paul reaches back to the Old Testament for the example of how faith justifies us in the sight of God.  

See Genesis 15:6.  This great doctrine of justification by faith was started by Abraham.  This is why 

Abraham is considered the father of all who believe.  

3:7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.   

Commentary:  

When I read this verse, I to recall the words of John the Baptist which said in Matthew 3:9 And think not 

to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these 

stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  The Spirit of God spoke through John the Baptist to reveal 

unto the Pharisees the false assumption that they had thinking they were in the plan of God simply 

because they were descendants of Abraham according to the flesh.  This was never God’s intention.  It is 

all about believing unto righteousness.   They which are of faith are the children of Abraham; not those 

who are of the bloodline according to the flesh.  See John 1:12-13. 

3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 

preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.   

Commentary:  

This is an amazing revelation once it is understood.  The promise God made to Abraham that “In thee 

shall all nations be blessed” is not a promise to those who were in the loins of Abraham, but all who 

believed unto righteousness exactly as Abraham believed.  This promise, according to what Paul says in 

this verse, is the revelation from God to Abraham as to what the gospel would accomplish through 

Christ’s work at the Cross.  Abraham was a man from Ur of the Chaldees, which is a place in Babylon.  

Abraham was a gentile just like us all, only he chose to trust God.  Once he placed his faith in God, he 

became the friend of God and thus, in covenant with God.   
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3:9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.   

Commentary:  

This verse is Paul’s conclusion of this particular segment of teaching on how justification by faith causes 

us to enter into the blessing God promised to Abraham that “In thee shall all nations be blessed.”  So, do 

you understand this, friend?  It is your faith in Christ that causes the door of blessing from God to be 

opened up unto you, and nothing else.  Not your good deeds or anything else you look to that might been 

seen as trying to get God’s attention.  Descendants of Abraham by the flesh are not included in this 

blessing; only those who are of faith. 

3:10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under the curse: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 

Law to do them.   

Commentary:  

Paul immediately turns to the other side of relationship with God.  There are only two standings with 

God; Blessing or Cursing (Deuteronomy 28:2 & 15) ; Goodness or Severity (Romans 11:22), Justified or 

Condemned (Matthew 12:37.  There is no middle ground.  Paul, once again is revealing the original 

purpose for the Law.  The Law was never meant to justify man in the sight of God.  It was rather meant to 

reveal to us our sinful nature and inability to attain righteousness.  The Law, once proving to man his 

sinful nature, cursed man, i.e., it actually revealed to man that he was already cursed by sin. 

3:11 But that no man is justified by the Law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The Just 

shall live by faith.   

Commentary:  

Again, Paul driving home the purpose of the Law.  It was never meant to justify man.  The Law was 

imposed on man to drive him to faith.  It’s amazing that the flow of this teaching by the Holy Spirit 

through Paul is exactly the same as how the events of Justification by Faith and the imposing of the Law 

are shown in scripture chronologically.  Justification by faith came first, then imposing of the Law.  Why 

is this?  It shows that Israel reverted backward the same as the Galatian church had reverted backward.  

Israel started in covenant with God being justified by faith in the sight of God but went backward.   If we 

seek justification by Law we lose justification by faith! 

This verse is also proof that the way we live our lives as overcomers in Christ is the same way the we are 

justified.  This verse, however, is differentiating between a justifying faith and a living by faith of those 

who have already been justified.  Notice the language used is “the just shall LIVE by faith.”  the “Just” 

are people who have been justified.  So this particular piece of the verse is referring to how the “just” or 

“saved people” should live for God.  So the point is that there is no means of victory in the Law for the 

sinner or the saint!  It’s all in Christ.   

3:12 And the Law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.   

Commentary:  

The thought continues.  If righteousness comes by faith and the Law is not of faith, then it is clear that the 

Law cannot bring righteousness.  Galatians, if you wish to seek righteousness by the Law, then you will 

suffer the penalty of the Laws not kept.  In other words, since man cannot attain the perfect standard of 

the righteousness of the Law, that man will find himself under the penalty of the curse of the Law. 
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3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.   

Commentary:  

Thank God for the Cross! Christ did for mankind, on the cross, what man could not do himself.  

“Redeemed us” means that he purchased us by giving his own life as a ransom.  “Being made a curse for 

us” is clear proof that this plan of salvation was all about substitution which the old testament Law 

signified in all of its sacrifices and ordinances.  Its what the sacrifices represented.  The person’s sins 

were transferred to the innocent little lambs and were slain for the sins of the individual.  There had to be 

a certain element of faith the individual had to have to accept that the lambs life blood was acceptable 

unto God for payment for their sin.  This all representing the ultimate sacrifice that would come into the 

world as promised in Isaiah 53. 

Did it have to be a Cross?  In short, Yes! It had to be a Cross.  Here’s why it had to be this way.  John 

19:7, the Jews said “We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of 

God” and the phrase “For it is written” is the Holy Spirit’s reference here for Paul to call on the Old 

Testament for proof that the plan of redemption was foretold, even in the Law.  This scripture reference is 

from Deuteronomy 21:22 & 23.  This verse has provided such a revelation as to why Jesus’ death had to 

be a cross.  A brief study of Deuteronomy 21 will prove that there is a punishment based upon the crime 

with the climax punishment at the end of the chapter to fit the worst offence with hanging someone on a 

tree.  The pages of Old Testament scripture will prove that the vilest of the vile, or “Kings” of foreign 

lands were the ones who actually suffered the cruelties of hanging on a tree.  Reference Joshua 10:23-26. 

When the Pharisees referred to Jesus as a glutton and a winebibber, they were pointing to Deuteronomy 

21:20, which is stoning to death.  However, stoning would not have been a punishment to satisfy the 

greater sins.  The Cross was the one punishment that the Law demanded that would satisfy the worst of 

the worst of sins.  In order for Jesus to die for all sin, He had to suffer the worst punishment that the law 

demanded, hence the cross! 

3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that 

we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.   

Commentary:  

Paul goes right back to the “blessing” again.  Once God sets something in motion, it is in motion.  God 

set the Old Testament Law in motion with all of its commandments, ordinances and statutes.  Since it 

could not be fulfilled by fallen, depraved man didn’t mean that it would be disannulled.  Since mankind 

could not satisfy it, Jesus, the Son of God, is the only One who could.  God always wanted fallen 

humanity to enjoy the blessing of Abraham, but that blessing comes only by faith.  The Curse of the Law 

was satisfied at the cross so that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles.  Paul now is 

pointing to the Galatian church (Gentiles) as to how they enter the blessing of Abraham and coincidently, 

it is the same way that Abraham entered it.  Only now Paul declares that the Cross was the final piece set 

in place to complete this wonderful plan.  Placing our faith in Jesus Christ.  “Receiving the promise of 

the Spirit through faith” is referring to the entering of each individual believer into the family or seed of 

Abraham.  We can only cry “Abba father” by the Spirit.  So the Spirit declares us, along with the blood, 

to be sons and daughters of God. 
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3:15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man’s covenant, yet if 

it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.   

Commentary:  

After the manner of men, Paul places himself in a common man’s scenario of covenants.  Even in a 

covenant made by mere mortal men, the confirmation of a covenant cannot be broken or amended once it 

has been established.  This example, Paul is making concerning the stedfastness of God’s covenant with 

Abraham.  This Abrahamic covenant is forever.  It has not changed (addeth) nor expired (disannulleth), 

nor will it ever be. 

3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made.  He saith not, And to seeds, as 

of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.   

Commentary:  

Paul declares the limits of God’s promise.  It was not for just anyone, although it excludes no one.  This 

promise sought out a specific quality in an individual, and that quality was/is faith.  No one can enter the 

covenant of Abraham except through faith.  This is why paradise was called Abrahams bosom.  All who 

died in faith are the children of Abraham.  The Jews declared “We have Abraham to our father” but 

being in the family of Abraham by the flesh gets a person nowhere.  This was considered naturalized 

salvation or salvation through the seed of the flesh.  But it has always been by faith.  In order for someone 

now to enter the covenant of Abraham, which is an everlasting covenant, one has to enter through Christ.  

It is the only way.  By each passing verse, the Galatian church is now being shown more and more how 

Christ is the answer and how the Law is less and less important.  This seed is not referring to many seeds 

in the flesh, but one seed; i.e., Christ.  The idea here is that Christ is the only entrance into the covenant 

with God promised to Abraham. 

3:17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the 

Law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make 

the promise of none effect.   

Commentary:  

Paul again is making a distinction between the Covenant and the Law, to the Galatian believers.  The 

term “the covenant” refers to the covenant of Abraham.  The Law could not bring to nought the promise 

or make it of none effect.  The Law came 430 years after the covenant.  Even though it came after the 

covenant, it had no intentions of disannulling, or making void, the promise to Abraham.  So why then did 

the Lord give the Law?  We shall see shortly. 

3:18 For if the inheritance be of the Law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 

Abraham by promise.   

Commentary:  

Paul continues to make a clear separation between the Law and the promise (covenant with Abraham).  

Paul, again, is relating what the Law could not and was not intended to perform.  He reveals that the 

inheritance could not come through the Law.  So we see that verse 17, the law could not disannul the 

promise; which means the covenant is in effect to this day.  Now in this verse, there is no inheritance 

through the Law.  All of a sudden, the Galatian believers are getting an idea of how little the Law matters 

to them and how little it should matter to us.  This is the one reason why Paul was so despised by the Jews 

once he came back to Jerusalem in Acts 21. 
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3:19 Wherefore then serveth the Law?  It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 

should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of 

a mediator.   

Commentary:  

Herein lies one of the greatest questions in all of Israel concerning the Law.  Centuries have passed and 

millions of lives have been falsely lived with a misunderstanding of God’s intention for giving the Law.   

The Law was viewed by the Pharisees as something to attempt to gain righteousness by, but this was 

never the intention of God.  Even certain branches of Christianity attempt to find righteousness through 

the Law.   “It was added.”  Wow!  Let’s look at this for a moment.  According to verse 17, the Law came 

430 years “after” the covenant was confirmed.  Israel placed more emphasis on the Law than the 

covenant that God made with Abraham, and to the entire world for that matter.  Let’s be completely 

clear, the Abrahamic Covenant is an everlasting covenant.  It will never be disannulled.  If you add to 

anything, you are not removing anything.  Also, if you add to something, you are not ignoring anything.  

When the Law is properly understood, it actually enhances the Abrahamic covenant.  God gave the Law 

to Israel to show them their sinful state and the fact that they could not attain righteousness by acts or 

works.  Neither can we and God does not expect us to.  Romans 3:21-26.  In order for man to be 

righteous in the eyes of God, man must enter into Christ.  “Till the seed should come to whom the 

promise was made” means that the law was given to drive man out of a works mind-set for salvation, and 

back to a righteousness that comes only by faith.  The law was intended to reveal to mankind is woeful 

inadequacy and depravity before a Holy God.  Once we realize that we are sinners, we call out to God for 

mercy, looking at our sinful and hopeless condition.   

3:20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.   

Commentary:  

Mediator comes from the Greek word G3316 pronounced mes-ee’-tace.  from 3319; a go-between, i.e. 

(simply) an internunciator, or (by implication) a reconciler (intercessor):--mediator. Plainly, Paul 

declares the necessity of a mediator.  The mediator, the go-between, the middle man!  Jesus is the 

mediator between God the father and the entire fallen humanity.  If a person is not in Christ when they 

die, they have no mediator.  They will stand before God exposed, naked, wretched and destitute.  

Therefore, Jesus is not one of many ways to God, but the “Only” way to the Father.  Not the law, but 

Christ alone.  Paul has now destroyed any trust or reliance on keeping Law. 

3:21 Is the Law then against the promises of God?  God forbid: for if there had been a Law 

given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the Law.   

Commentary:  

I can imagine a group of believers reading this epistle with Paul’s attempt to destroy the Galatian’s 

obvious reliance upon the law.  The first question after all of this teaching would be exactly what Paul 

attempts to address in this verse.  Once Paul clarifies what the Law was not intended to do, he now, 

attempts to bring clarity to the Galatian believers concerning the Law.  Even though the Law could not 

bring about any of the promises of the Abrahamic covenant, it still had a purpose, but the purpose was no 

where near what Israel had thought.  Paul’s statement here “God forbid: for if there had been a law…” 

only refers to this Law of Moses.  The reason I say this is due to the fact that there is a law that has given 

life.  God has established a Law which brings life.  It is called “The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ 

Jesus” found in Romans 8:2.  If you look close at the last statement, you must see that life and 

righteousness are one and the same with God.  It is all by faith.  
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3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 

Christ might be given to them that believe.   

Commentary:  

This declares the purpose for the Law.  The “scripture” refers to, not only the Law of Moses, but 

scripture in general.  It declares man’s hopelessly fallen condition.  Man is fallen and can’t get himself 

back up.  Again we see Paul driving the point that the promise comes by faith of Jesus Christ.  Paul is 

calibrating the minds of the Galatian believers that their righteousness comes by their faith in Jesus 

Christ, not the Law.  Righteousness is not based on what you do, but what you believe. 

3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the Law, shut up unto the faith which 

should afterwards be revealed.   

Commentary:  

Notice here that the Law shuts us up.  Notice also that the Law is against faith.  Both cannot coexist.  

“kept under” denotes bondage.  Again, before faith came, the law was given and its purpose was to drive 

us to looking beyond our miserable failures to trusting in Christ for righteousness by faith. 

3:24 Wherefore the Law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith.   

Commentary:  

The word “schoolmaster” is very interesting.  It comes from the Greek word G3807, pronounced pahee-

dag-o-gos’.  from 3816 and a reduplicated form of 71;; a boy-leader, i.e. a servant whose office it was to 

take the children to school; (by implication, (figuratively) a tutor (“paedagogue”)):--instuctor.  

“Schoolmaster” carries more understanding than just an instructor.  It means that the teacher carries 

them to the school, teaches them what they need to know and ensures that they learned what they needed 

to learn. So the conclusion of the whole matter concerning the law is summed up in this verse.  Its 

intention was to teach you that you cannot attain righteousness by it, but only to become justified in the 

sight of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 

3:25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.   

Commentary:  

If after faith is come, we are no longer under a teacher, then this verse explains the necessity of the Law.  

It was to drive us to faith.  After we walk by faith, then we are no longer under the teacher the same as a 

student has no need to sit in the same class when they have proven a proficiency in the subject by 

successful testing.  When faith comes, then the Law has accomplished its function.  Faith is the evidence 

that a person has learned the intended lessons that the Law was given to teach. 

3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.   

Commentary:  

We are children of God, not because we keep the law or attempt to, but because of our faith in Jesus 

Christ.  The words “by faith in Christ Jesus” without a doubt refers to the redemptive work that He 

accomplished at Calvary for us.  When a person comes to Christ to be saved, they must place their faith 

in accepting what Christ did for them at the Cross was payment for their sin and accepting Christ as their 

Saviour.   

3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.   

Commentary:  

This seems to be an echo of Romans 6:3. This again, is not a reference to water baptism, but a spiritual 

event that takes place when a person is born again.  They become baptized into Christ.  Notice the 
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language here; “baptized into Christ”, not baptized into water.  Notice also in the previous verse that we 

are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  This verse then declares that there is a baptism that takes 

place due to that faith in Christ.   

3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 

nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.   

Commentary:  

Herein lies the greatest single mystery of the New Covenant.  If you are in Christ, the flesh means 

nothing.  Your status, creed, affiliation, lineage, pedigree, gender,  etc., mean nothing.  If you are in 

Christ, then you are “In Christ!”  You are looked at as Christ, in the eyes of God.   

3:29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.   

Commentary:  

Refer to 3:16.  This ties Christ as the only way to enter into the promise covenant that God made with 

Abraham.   
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4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 

though he be lord of all;   

Commentary:  

This verse seems to answer an unspoken question that would sound something like this: So if the law was 

our teacher, then why did God wait to send His Son to die on the cross until now?  This is a very common 

truth concerning inheritances.  Paul brings out a great lesson that most everyone will understand.  Even 

though someone can be the receiver of an inheritance, the age of the heir has always been considered.   

4:2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.   

Commentary:  

The heir is instructed long before he obtains the inheritance.  This is mostly because riches can be 

squandered through by heirs who aren’t mature enough to handle them.  This gives us a clear 

understanding as to why we do not receive a lot of the true riches of the Kingdom.  It’s simply because we 

cannot be entrusted with them.  Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 

much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 16:11 If therefore ye have not been faithful 

in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.   

Commentary:  

Now Paul brings his basic illustration to a spiritual understanding.  Just like the heir who is no different 

than a servant, we were in the same shape spiritually.  We too were under bondage.  We too were subject 

to governors and tutors that the Father deemed necessary in order to bring us to a place where we were 

ready to receive of Him this greater inheritance. 

4:4 But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the Law,   

Commentary:  

The words “when fullness of time was come” declares that God had a set time to do this set thing.  The 

timing of the birth of Jesus Christ was foreordained by the Father.  This declares that the world was 

ready for the Messiah.  This is the single most important event in human history.  This event is the One 

single event that all of history and all of the future hinges on.  There is no event anywhere recorded in 

scripture that was/is recorded, eluded to, declared, to be anywhere remotely close to as important as the 

work Jesus Christ would accomplish at Calvary’s Cross.  He was made 2 ways.  1. Made of a woman; 

this was to include all of humanity and 2. made under the Law; verse 4:5, this was to redeem them that 

were under the Law. 

4:5 To redeem them that were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.   

Commentary:  

He was made 2 ways.  1. Made of a woman; this was to include all of humanity and 2. made under the 

Law; this was to redeem them that were under the Law.  The word redeem comes from the Greek word 

G1805 pronounced ex-ag-or-ad’-zo, which means to buy up, i.e. ransom; figuratively, to rescue from loss 

(improve opportunity):--redeem. This plan of redemption accomplishes much more than one might think.  

Not only does God’s plan break us away from the rule and oppression of Satan, it also brings us into the 

family of God as sons (and daughters).  Paul has already established at the beginning of this chapter that 

the “heir” is lord of all; meaning he/she receives the full inheritance.  Servants receive nothing from the 

CHAPTER 4 



The Book of Galatians 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

32 

father because they are not family.  This plan of redemption brings us out of slavery and into the fathers 

house.  Luke 15:11-32 depicts this plan very well in the parable of the prodigal son. 

4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 

crying, Abba, Father.   

Commentary:  

This promise of the Spirit of His Son is so wonderful!  Thank God for the Cross!  The Blood of Jesus 

Christ being applied to us once we called to Him for salvation made it possible for the Spirit to be sent 

forth into our hearts.  The blood of Jesus is the only way this could be afforded to us.  The title “Abba, 

Father” gives the idea that we are more than just adopted children.  The blood applied to us brings us 

into rightful sonship as legitimate children.  The God of the Holy Bible cannot be compared to the 

“Allah” of the Quran.  God is given the title here as being “Abba, Father.”  What a wonderful thing!  

Muslims have no father to son/daughter relationship with “Allah.”  Allah demands submission as a 

taskmaster over a slave or servant.  Abba, Father has invited us into the family.  Since the blood of Jesus 

Christ has been applied to us, then in God’s eyes, we are rightful sons.  This is why the Spirit can be sent 

forth into our hearts. 

4:7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 

through Christ.   

Commentary:  

Since the Spirit of his Son is in our hearts, then we are looked at as sons.  If sons, then heirs of God 

simply because that we received Christ as our Saviour.  Not a servant, but a son!  Hallelujah!!!!  Praise 

God Forever!  The Law could not accomplish this. 

4:8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no 

gods.   

Commentary:  

Paul takes us back to our condition prior to receiving Christ!  We “did service” gives the idea of the 

work of a servant.  We did service to them that are not gods, however we submitted ourselves to them as 

though they were gods.  What a tragedy!  This is what the blindness of sin causes.  This is the condition of 

the world today.  How sad it will be one day to see multitudes have the scales pulled from their eyes only 

to reveal that they gave themselves, submitted themselves unto emptiness and vexation of the world.  God 

deserves so much more from us. 

4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again 

to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?   

Commentary:  

But now!  Glory to God!  Paul declares that we are known of God!  Paul is in a difficult place here.  He is 

trying to make sense out of how a person that has been delivered from the nonsense of the world; all of 

the foolishness of the flesh, the bondage of sin, can desire to go back to the same muck and mire they 

came out of.  In effect, the idea here is Paul saying you are sons and daughters of the most High.  You’ve 

been delivered from the kingdom of darkness.  Why would you want to go back to serving as a slave when 

you are a free born child of a greater king and kingdom?   

4:10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.   

Commentary:  

Up until this verse, the only details we have been able to gather from Paul as to the problem with the 

Galatian believers is that they were reverting back to circumcision.  Now in this verse, we see further 
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evidence of the churches involvement of the Law.  The observance of days, months, times and years is 

Paul’s evidence to them that back up his question in the previous verse which says, how turn ye again to 

the weak and beggarly elements…?  The idea here is that Sabbaths, new moons, feast days, and such like 

do not profit an individual one bit! 

4:11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.   

Commentary:  

What is to be afraid of?  Why did Paul say this?  There are a few disturbing things here.  If we aren’t 

careful, we can do the same things that the Galatian’s did.  There is a clue here that they desired to be in 

bondage.  The other troubling thing here is that they had evidenced faith in Christ and obtained victory, 

but had chosen to walk away from that victory.  The words “labour in vain” let’s us know that Paul is 

implying that he may have wasted his time.  

4:12 Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all.   

Commentary:  

Galatians, I beg of you, walk with the Lord like I am.  I am a child of God, Christian, just like you are.  

We are both in the covenant of Jesus Christ.  The difference is I am trusting Christ to be enough, and you 

are reverting back to the keeping of the Law just like Israel is still doing.   

4:13 Ye know how that through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the 

first.   

Commentary:  

Paul is calling them to remembrance of his “infirmity” at the beginning when he first came to visit and 

preach to them.  Paul is calling back to them the love wherewith they received him.   

4:14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received 

me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.   

Commentary:  

At Paul’s first journey, they considered not any infirmity but welcomed Paul in to them as if he were an 

angel sent from Heaven.  In a sense, he was.  They welcomed Paul in to them also as if He were Christ 

Himself.   

4:15 Where is then this blessedness ye spake of?  For I bear you record, that, if it had been 

possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me.   

Commentary:  

This verse seems to indicate this Paul’s infirmity had something to do with his eyes.  Some scholars and 

teachers have went as far as to say that this verse reveals Paul’s thorn in the flesh.  It does not.  Even 

though this verse could indicate that Paul’s “infirmity of the flesh” or “temptation which was in my 

flesh” could have been a problem with his eyes, it still doesn’t mean it was his thorn in the flesh.  That is 

a stretch of scripture that has no credibility.   

4:16 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?   

Commentary:  

These verses (11-16) seem to give us the idea that the Galatian church had started distancing itself from 

Paul and viewing him as a false teacher.  Remember, this church had been established by an apostle who 

preached Christ crucified and against any attempt to keep the Law.  Others had come in afterward and 

persuaded them to start keeping the Law.  Now, all of a sudden Paul is back beckoning them away from 

the Law again.  I can see how the Galatians would have pulled away from Paul.  No doubt, the men who 

crept in unawares probably spoke evil of Paul and his gospel.  Paul is now declaring unto them that the 
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instruction they’ve been given from him was the truth.  Will you become angry with a teacher who cares 

enough for you to teach you the truth? 

4:17 They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might 

affect them.   

Commentary:  

Wow!  This verse is very revealing!  Someone can have the ability to be zealous but in the wrong, and 

lead others astray.  I can’t help but think of Muslims here.  They are very zealous, but their zeal does not 

effect well.  Zeal is a powerful thing!  If someone is passionate about something, that fire or passion can 

rub off on someone else.  The zeal of those who preached circumcision would cause the Galatian church 

to be excluded from Christ so that their exclusion would produce a greater zeal in them.   

4:18 But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am 

present with you.   

Commentary:  

This is why it is important to be on fire for God.  Zeal has a way of effecting those children of God who 

have lost their zeal.  Zeal in others provokes us to a closer walk with God.  It also provokes us to good 

works.  

4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.   

Commentary:  

He calls them children because he no doubt had taken responsibility for them and also because he has 

begotten them through the gospel.  Paul declares his labour to once again see them return to Christ as he 

had before.  “Christ be formed in you” is a far greater revelation than saying we are saved.  It is a 

greater work than to say we go to church or even to say that we have escaped the pollutions of this world.  

This glorious gospel will work such a work within the believer that Christ will be formed in us if we will 

allow the Lord to have His perfect will in us.   

4:20 I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of 

you.   

Commentary:  

Paul has written this letter, but is more desirous to be with them so he can speak face to face.  He wants 

to satisfy his curiosity.  Being present with them will confirm or deny the allegations or suspicions he has.  

But as of the moment, he is not persuaded that they are still in Christ. 

4:21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the Law, do ye not hear the Law?   

Commentary:  

Before you commit to the Law, you need to understand what the Law imposes.  There are many people in 

the world today still wanting to walk according to the Law but don’t realize the yoke they willingly 

choose to place themselves under nor the torment that comes with it. 

4:22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by the bondmaid, the other by 

the freewoman.   

Commentary:  

Paul now will use the word of God again as the basis of his argument and bring the Galatian church to a 

realization of their choice and the outcome of that choice that they will willingly make.  When it comes to 

God, there are only two places to be; either bond or free.  There is nowhere else to dwell.  This truth is 

revealed in the two sons of Abraham; Isaac and Ishmael. 
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4:23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman 

was by promise.   

Commentary:  

The condition of the son is a direct result of their birth as it is with all of us.  Hagar was not the wife of 

Abram, she was a servant; a bondwoman.  Since we were born of the flesh, we are all automatically in 

bondage.  Becoming born again brings us into the heir by promise just like Isaac. 

4:24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount 

Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.   

Commentary:  

The word allegory comes from the Greek word G238 pronounced al-lay-gor-eh’-o which is the word 

where the English word allegory comes directly from.  An allegory is a story that has a hidden lesson.  

Paul declares that these two sons are an allegory.  They are true accounts in history but have a far 

greater spiritual lesson.  These two sons and the nature of their mothers represent the Old covenant Law, 

which is bondage (Ishmael and Hagar), and the New Covenant promise, which make us free (Isaac and 

Sarah).  In Exodus 20, the Law was given to Israel at Mt. Sinai.  This covenant was established outside of 

their homeland.  2 mountains. 

4:25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and 

is in bondage with her children.   

Commentary:  

2 mountains are mentioned in these verses.  Spiritual bondage is forever tied to Arabia, which is the 

mother of harlots depicted in Revelation 17 and 18.  If you notice in Exodus 19/20, Sinai was a mountain 

that could not be touched.  Amazingly, The book of Revelation is about 2 women and 2 cities.  Revelation 

12 is a seemingly forsaken woman with no protection.  Revelation 17 is a harlot who seems to be 

comforted and living a lavish lifestyle.  Revelation also depicts 2 cities.  Jerusalem and Babylon.   

4:26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.   

Commentary:  

Jerusalem is above and free.  This mountain height is higher than Sinai.  This is the mountain where God 

told Abraham to offer Isaac to test him.  Paul declaring Jerusalem to be the mother of us all.  I believe 

this is in reference to Jerusalem being the place where Jesus was crucified and thus, becoming the mother 

of all who believe. 

4:27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that 

travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.   

Commentary:  

This verse comes from Isaiah 54:1. How can the barren rejoice?  How can barren bring forth children?  

It is merely through faith and faith alone.  There is a promise to the barren here.  Sarah was barren but 

that barrenness did not stop her from bearing children.  Barrenness causes us to lose confidence in our 

own abilities and look to God for provision.  This is how the Lord desires us to be anyway; trusting in 

Him completely. 

4:28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.   

Commentary:  

Since we believe, we are as Isaac the children of God through the promise, not through the flesh or Law.  

Faith is required in order to enter into this covenant with Abraham.  We, just like Isaac, are children of 

promise.  God has ordained it this way. 
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4:29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the 

Spirit, even so it is now.   

Commentary:  

We understand from this verse and Genesis 21:9, that Ishmael persecuted Isaac.  That same persecution 

remains unto this day.  This persecution goes much further than what some claim.  Although there is an 

evident persecution in the world between the descendants of Ishmael and the descendants of Isaac, the 

persecution is widespread between those lost without God and the redeemed.  Jesus reveals this to the 

disciples in John 15:18-25. 

4:30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture?  Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the 

son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.   

Commentary:  

Genesis 21:10.  This is spoken by Sarah, the mother of Isaac.  This may seem harsh at first glance.  The 

promise from God was never to Hagar; it was to Sarah!  Is God a respecter of persons?  Of course not!  

Why then did it have to be this way?  In short, the flesh will not inherit, only those trusting in Christ. 

4:31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.   

Commentary:  

The connection of the church is to Isaac, not Ishmael.  We are not Ishmael’s line, but Isaac’s.  Not of 

Hagar, but of Sarah.  Make no mistake though, this is not speaking of our lineage by the flesh, but we 

simply enter into this connection with Isaac through simple faith. 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage.   

Commentary:  

Stand fast!  With all of the exhortation from Paul up to this point, we understand that Jesus Christ is our 

freedom and our liberty.  We have no liberty apart from Him.  Becoming removed from Christ will result 

in the believer becoming bound with spiritual chains once again.  Here, the Galatians have been given a 

great revelation as to the source of their freedom.  To return to circumcision is to be removed from the 

victory that Christ can and will give.  Spiritual victory is a result of having our faith anchored in the 

Cross of Jesus Christ; specifically, what Jesus did there for all of mankind.  Reverting back to attempting 

to keep the Law in order to gain righteousness will result in spiritual ruin. 

5:2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.   

Commentary:  

The word “behold” is a demand from Paul to “gaze intently upon.”  He is beckoning unto them to really 

stand back, look and think about what they are actually doing to themselves.  Again, the term 

“circumcision” is not just an act of cutting of the flesh, it is an expression used by Paul and understood 

by the Galatian church to describe their return to the entire Law of Moses. Paul now goes further with 

this idea of circumcision.  Now it is a bold statement here made by Paul as to the profit Christ would have 

if the Galatian church reverted back to trying to keep the Law.   Not only will circumcision cause a 

person to be entangled again in bondage, but it will result in the life of Christ being cut off from the 

individual.  The phrase “Christ shall profit you nothing” is a catastrophic demise.  Do we even begin to 

comprehend this statement?  Let’s be perfectly clear, if you move from trusting in Christ for salvation 

unto attempting to keep the Law, then Christ will not profit you one ounce!  Do you realize that?  This 

verse is very clear that a person can leave Christ and their life become estranged and cut off from Christ 

because they chose to trust in something else for salvation.  We must abide in the vine!  (John 15)  In 

order for Christ to be profitable to any individual, they must place their faith in Christ and keep their 

faith in Christ.  This is not a wearisome chore!  No works are involved here.  However, our faith in Jesus 

Christ must be anchored.  Moving our faith for salvation from Christ to anything else, will result in our 

becoming removed from Christ.   

5:3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole 

Law.   

Commentary:  

Paul repeats himself as he had before.  Paul came from a life of Law.  He knew probably better than 

anyone else, the struggles of trying to keep Law and the fact that no victory came from it.  The Galatian 

people were Gentiles.  They had never had the Law imposed on them.  But now that they had been born 

again through the preaching of the gospel of Christ, they had been led astray by Law preachers.  Paul 

now declares unto them the gravity of what they were attempting to submit themselves to.  I’m not sure 

that they understood the fact that if they were going to try to keep law, that they were not going to be able 

to pick and choose what they would keep.  They were going to have to keep every single statute, law and 

ordinance.   

5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the Law; ye 

are fallen from grace.   

Commentary:  

This verse is without a doubt showing to the Galatian church that there is no middle ground between Law 

CHAPTER 5 
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and Christ!  Both ways are viewed by man as a means of being justified in the eyes of God.  One way cuts 

you off from the other.  The entrance into one is an exit from the other.  Some doctrines today teach that 

there is no becoming cut off from Christ, these verses plainly reveal the contrary.  If a person is in Christ, 

but sometime afterward turns his focus to something else for justification, Paul declares that Christ is 

become of no effect.  He didn’t say “little effect” or “some effect” or a “minute effect”; he said “no 

effect!”  He continues by saying that if you seek justification through the Law, then you are fallen from 

grace.  We are saved by grace through faith; that faith being in Christ!  If you seek justification in 

something else, anything else other than Christ, you forfeit your entrance into the grace of God.  This 

verse proves a person can lose salvation once obtained by grace through faith and that without works.   

5:5 for we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.   

Commentary:  

This is how righteousness is obtained by all who receive it.  Righteousness is obtained by us the same way 

it was obtained by Abraham; Abraham believed God and it was accounted unto him for righteousness.  

True righteousness has been ordained by God to be received by faith in Christ.  If a person, whoever they 

may be, will look to Christ alone for righteousness, then righteousness will be granted unto them freely; 

and this is done through the Spirit, not through the flesh.  Herein lies the path of each of us to obtain 

righteousness.  The attempt to gain righteousness by the Law is through the flesh.  The attempt to gain 

righteousness by faith in Christ is through the Spirit.  What is your faith in for righteousness?  

Righteousness means much more than a person being deemed or stamped “righteous.”  This is also a 

power to “walk” in righteousness.  Once a person places their faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit comes to 

live within the believer and gives them a power to walk in righteousness and true holiness. 

5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but 

faith which worketh by love.   

Commentary:  

If one is “In Christ”, then circumcision or uncircumcision makes no difference, but faith.  Faith has 

always been the attribute that God has always moved by.  Hebrews 11:6, but without faith it is impossible 

to please God. 

5:7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?   

Commentary:  

The Galatian believers had obtained victory and enjoyed that victory that Christ had given them, but now 

the understanding is that they had stopped running well.  Something had hindered.  The Law preachers 

were the hinderers.  This verse plainly shows us  two things.  What you have your faith in for justification 

will effect your victory.  Secondly, the preaching that you choose to submit yourself to will either help you 

or hinder you.  Obeying the truth is summed up in this; placing your faith in Christ for justification is the 

victory over sin!   

5:8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.   

Commentary:  

The “persuasion” didn’t come from anyone preaching Christ’s gospel.  Make no mistake, no man 

preaching under the Spirit will preach Law keeping.  This preaching didn’t originate by the Lord.  It 

came from somewhere else.   

5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.   

Commentary:  

Leaven is always likened unto sin in scripture.  Here Paul introduces the idea that Law keeping will drive 
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you back into sin, and is actually the first step in sin because it turns the individual from their focus on 

Jesus Christ.  Anything that turns your eyes from Christ will result in returning to sin!   

5:10 I have confidence in you through the lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but 

he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.   

Commentary:  

Here Paul declares his confidence in the Galatian believers that this letter will be used by the Lord to 

draw them from their view of the Law and back to Jesus Christ.  The person who “troubleth” is in 

reference to those who preached circumcision.  The word “trouble” is used by Paul throughout this 

epistle to reveal that destruction that false preaching will have on God’s people.  Do we wonder anymore 

why churches today have been effected in a bad way and have not the victory that they once had?  Let 

every preacher, teacher and church leader take heed to doctrine and this verse.  You will bear your 

judgment, whosoever you be.  This preaching of the gospel should be preached in fear knowing that we 

will bear the judgment of preaching it falsely. 

5:11 And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution?  Then is 

the offence of the cross ceased.   

Commentary:  

Paul declares a truth here.  Circumcision was so widely accepted that it produced no persecution.  

Circumcision was falsely understood by the Jews and resulted in them using it as a means of glorifying 

self.  However, the preaching of Christ was offensive to the Jews.  As a matter of fact, the Cross still 

offends the world today.  Why is the cross so offensive?  Here is why.  When viewing the cross, all focus is 

removed from the flesh.  All confidence in man’s strength is laid waste.  All dependence on self is 

removed.  This is so offensive to man!  Man thinks he can help God.  Herein also lies the secret to the 

continued struggle for victory.  The flesh finds offensive anything that reduces its importance.  The Cross 

demands that man forsake his weak and pitiful attempts to trust in himself.  Trust in self is crucified at the 

Cross.  Trust in Christ only is declared at the Cross.  This is why you receive the victory when you were 

born again.  You placed your faith, not in what you could do, but in what Jesus accomplished for you at 

the Cross.  Herein also lies the reason why self must be denied.  Self seeks glory!  Self is by nature 

against the ways of the Lord.  Jesus said, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his 

cross and follow me.   

5:12 I would they were even cut off which trouble you.   

Commentary:  

Cut off? What an amazing statement!  Those who preached circumcision were in essence troubling the 

Galatian believers.  Although we all understand that Paul loved everyone, including his own nation and 

people, he still realized the beguiling of Satan that was taking place in Galatia.  His desire was simple; if 

they are preaching something that is going to cut you off spiritually from Christ, then I would that they 

were cut off.  Due to Paul’s genuine love, the cutting off mentioned here should be considered physically 

instead of spiritually.  See Galatians 1:8-9. 

5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to 

the flesh, but by love serve one another.   

Commentary:  

This language is clear, but will become clearer as we proceed through the following verses.  Yes we have 

been called unto liberty.  We are free!  Jesus Christ has broken the chains of bondage that held us 

captive.  The power of sin has been crushed.  Just because you are now free, don’t misunderstand what 
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this freedom means to you.  Don’t think that this freedom I’m talking about allows you to be able to go 

back into the flesh to sin and think that it’s okay.  Use this freedom to serve one another.   

5:14 For all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.   

Commentary:  

The entire Law can be fulfilled with just one fruit; Love!  Jesus would say it this way in Matthew 22:37-

40, Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the prophets.     

5:15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 

another.   

Commentary:  

God’s law of sowing and reaping will no doubt effect you should you choose to use your liberty in Christ 

as a false freedom to attempt to continue in sin.  There is no love in backbiting and devouring one 

another.   

5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.   

Commentary:  

Here in this verse is the most important verse, to me, of the entire epistle regarding how we walk in 

victory as a child of God.  The struggle against sin is real!  It effects us all!  Every born again believer 

desires to walk free from sin and the Lord desires for us to do so and has provided a way that we can.  

That way is walking in the Spirit.  Now we all understand that we are to walk in the Spirit, but the “how 

to” is not as clear as it should be.  So the great question set before us is this; how do we walk in the 

Spirit?  This entire epistle has been to declare the difference in living in the flesh and living in the spirit.  

“Walking in the flesh” can be declared this way; trying to attain right standing (justification) with God 

by performing good deeds/works in the flesh.  See Galatians 3:3.  There is no help from the Lord if we 

choose to live this way.  The grace of God (which is the strength of God given to man; see 2 Corinthians 

12:9) can be frustrated. (see notes on 2:21) If we retain our faith in Christ and what He did for us at 

Calvary, then the grace of God comes to us freely as long as we keep our faith there.  So far Paul has 

established two distinct spiritual things that bring the grace of God to us; Faith in Christ not only for 

salvation, but also for victory over sin.  Love one another is also the victory.  These will be summed up 

later as walking in the Spirit!  If you walk in the Spirit, you “shall not” fulfill.  This verse, when 

understood and applied, will cause every child of God to realize and experience victory over sin and the 

flesh.   

5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 

contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.   

Commentary:  

This seems to echo Paul’s struggle in Romans Chapter 7.  The flesh attempts to pull us away from the 

Spirit and likewise the Spirit away from the flesh.  These are polar opposites!  Do you see now why Satan 

desired the Galatians to revert back to Law?  It’s because Satan has no power over the individual who 

walks in the Spirit.  Paul makes it as clear concerning the flesh in this verse as he does walking in the 

Spirit in the previous verse.  The power of God is extended to every individual who walks in the Spirit.  

This power is extended to us when we place our faith in Christ and only Christ not just for salvation, but 

in Christ daily as our victory over everything we face.  However, if we choose to go back to working 

things out in our own strength instead of trusting Jesus to be our victory; whether it be getting victory 
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over some sin we struggle with or whatever else, then the power of sin and the flesh will rise up and 

conquer us.  This is how we cut off the power of God from working in our life.  Notice here that the flesh 

is against the Spirit.   

5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the Law.   

Commentary:  

There are only two places to be according to this verse: either in Law or in the Spirit.  If you are led of 

the Spirit, then the Spirit is a higher Law in itself.  Looking at our own strength will frustrate the power of 

God from coming to us for victory.  If we are led of the Spirit, then the Spirit raises us above the Law. 

5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lasciviousness,   

Commentary:  

The term “manifest” describes the fact that a life lived in the flesh cannot be hid.  The works of the flesh 

are “made known” or to describe it a different way: The tree will show forth the fruit.  The fruit will 

reveal what type of tree it is.  Adultery (sexual impurity against your spouse), fornication (indulge 

unlawful lust of either sex), uncleanness (impurity, physically or morally lewd; foul), lasciviousness 

(licentiousness, filthy, wantonness; lacking or disregarding legal or moral restraints) 

5:20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,  

Commentary:  

Idolatry (image worship), witchcraft (medication which leads to magic, sorcery), hatred (enmity), 

variance (quarrelling, wrangling, contention, debate, strife), emulations (unfavorable zeal, jealousy, 

indignation), , wrath (passion, fierceness, indignation), strife (intrigue, contention), seditions (disunion, 

division), heresies (choice, party or disunion, false teachings) 

5:21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 

before, as I have also told you in time past, they which do such things shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God.   

Commentary:  

Envyings (jealousy), murders (slaughter), drunkenness (intoxication), revellings (carousal; as if letting 

loose, rioting), and such like (anything that resembles the before mentioned) Although all of these works 

of the flesh are in fact works and will cause anyone to not inherit the kingdom of God, they are a result of 

a lack of faith in Christ for everyday victory.  We have focused falsely on the doing/not doing of these 

things when in reality, the greater issue is that these things will always fall out in a persons life as a 

result of where their faith is.  These works are a manifestation of a person’s faith in self and not Christ 

for everyday victory.   

5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  

Commentary:  

The fruit that follows is again, Paul’s declaration of what will be evident in a person’s life based upon 

where their faith is.  If you walk in the Spirit (which is placing your faith in Jesus Christ for victory, not 

only at salvation, but also in your everyday life for victory over sin) you will not fulfill the lusts of the 

flesh!  Love (charity-which is a giving kind of love. God’s affection toward man), joy (cheerfulness, calm 

delight), peace (quietness, rest), longsuffering (fortitude, patience), gentleness (usefulness, morally, 

excellence-character or demeanor), goodness (virtue or beneficence), faith (persuasion, credence; moral 

conviction of religious truth, especially reliance upon Christ for salvation, constancy of such profession; 

assurance, belief, believe.) 
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5:23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no Law.   

Commentary:  

Meekness (humility), temperance (self-control).  These fruit have no Law opposing them.  If you have 

these fruit in your life, you have nothing to be held against you. 

5:24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.    

Commentary:  

This verse presents the victory Christians have over the power of the flesh.  Not just the flesh, but the 

affections and lusts thereof.  They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh.  This means, not that those 

who have been born again automatically have this awarded to them, but those who trust in Christ for 

salvation and everyday victory.  Placing your faith in the strength of Jesus Christ to fulfill what you 

cannot fulfill on your own will cause the power of God to come into your life and result in the flesh being 

consistently put down and submitted to the power of the Spirit.  This is the only way a person can walk 

upright before God.  This verse ties in with Ezekiel 36:27).  The Holy Spirit is the power source that 

causes victory over sin.     

5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.   

Commentary:  

This verse describes the condition “If.”  You are alive in the Spirit if you are born again.  So if you are 

born again, then walk in that victory and liberty.  This can only be accomplished when we have our faith 

established and anchored in Jesus Christ for our strength over everything in this life.  If we attempt to try 

to accomplish it through our own efforts, then we will cut off the power of God from flowing to us and 

through us, this will result in the power of sin taking over and gaining victory over us once again.   

5:26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.   

Commentary:  

We should not desire self-conceited glory which results in provoking one another.  This verse can be 

summed up this way; if you keep your eyes on what everyone else has, then you will want what they have, 

plus that wanting will cause you to envy another person.  So all of these works of the flesh and fruits of 

the Spirit are the Holy Spirit’s means of revealing to the Galatian believers as to how a faith focused on 

the wrong thing will result in spiritual failure.  Conversely, if our faith is focused on Jesus Christ; 

meaning that our faith for salvation AND victory over sin is rooted and anchored in Christ (not 

ourselves), then the power of God can be freely given to us and will result in our victory over everything 

in this life.  John said this, And this is the victory that overcometh the world; even your faith!  1 John 5:4. 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in 

the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.   

Commentary:  

The Holy Spirit now seems to focus on practical living examples for doctrine’s sake and how to restore 

someone who has sinned.  This verse calls on those who are spiritual to restore (bring back into the fold) 

that person who has been overtaken in a fault and has become estranged from the fold.  Now here we 

have the admonition to not think of oneself as being above the temptation that another has fallen into.  

Just because you are spiritual doesn’t mean you cannot become a target of Satan and be overtaken in the 

same sin.  As a matter of fact, this verse seems to imply that pride against anything, can cause the 

kingdom of darkness to redirect their efforts in your direction.  Could it be that some people are tempted 

by things simply because they allowed pride to enter into their heart and declaring that they would never 

fall into that one thing that someone else fell into?  We should take heed to this verse.  If you are called 

upon to restore someone that has been overtaken, beware with meekness that you also are subject to the 

same demise and will be placed in the same situation if you’re not careful. 

6:2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the Law of Christ.   

Commentary:  

The Law of Christ!  There are many laws that have been established by God.  Law of Moses (which is 

God’s Law), laws of creation (laws of physics, law of gravity, etc.) and now we see the law of Christ!  

This is the one law that the Lord asks us to fulfill.  Help one another along life’s journey.  Bear one 

another’s burdens.  Don’t let someone carry their burden alone.  Things in this life are too heavy for man 

to carry alone.  In doing so, we become instruments of Christ to come along side to help.  We become an 

extension of Christ so that in essence, it is Christ helping the individual. 

6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.   

Commentary:  

This verse clearly reveals man’s worth when comparing himself to someone else.  No one man is more or 

less important than another.  If someone looks upon themselves as more important than someone else, 

then they have placed a great deception upon themselves.   When deciding to help someone who is in 

need, the temptation most of the time is that we don’t have time.  This poses the idea that our small menial 

task is more important than a need someone has.  How selfish a thought!  In refusing to help someone, we 

are actually declaring our own life to be something more important than someone else. 

6:4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself 

alone, and not in another.   

Commentary:  

This verse declares the responsibility of the calling of every man.  I cannot fulfill your calling, neither can 

you fulfill mine.  We must surrender to the call that the Lord has in our lives.  We have been created with 

a purpose.  No one has the authority to declare that they have no call or purpose for which they were 

created.  God will reveal that will unto everyone.   

6:5 For every man shall bear his own burden.   

Commentary:  

When it comes to every man/woman’s call, every man must bear his own burden.  Having said that, Jesus 

said His yoke was easy and his burden was light.  Even though every individual will bear his own burden, 

CHAPTER 6 
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the Lord will help that individual fulfill that burden or call.  No one else can fulfill God’s will in your life 

but you. 

6:6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 

things.   

Commentary:  

Another practical lesson here.  The idea here is that the person being instructed in the word of God 

should have communication to the teacher showing what he is learning and also any questions or 

confusion he may have in any area that is being taught.  This is so that each lesson will be understood 

and learned so that it produces fruit.  This also speaks to the teacher in that he must study to show himself 

approved unto God so that he has the knowledge necessary to remove any confusion about any spiritual 

truth being taught. 

6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap.   

Commentary:  

Now Paul jumps to another practical lesson.  This verse has been quoted, taught and preached so often 

and rightly so.  The lesson is clear.  If you sow something, you will reap the same.  When God created the 

earth and all that is therein, He planned that every seed will reproduce after its own kind.  This truth 

cannot be changed, neither can it be denied.  Therefore, knowing this, the fruit that is evident in 

someone’s life is a result of what they sow.  So here again, as stated in 5:16 and following, your works or 

fruit is a result of what your faith is in.  Similarly, your reaping is directly tied to your sowing.  God is not 

mocked!  To say it another way, no one will get around this truth.  Also, no one can escape this law and 

mock God in the process.   

6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to 

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.   

Commentary:  

Now Paul comes back to his lesson that he has brought forth from the beginning of the epistle.  This 

sowing to the flesh will result in corruption.  Sowing to the Spirit will produce a reaping of life 

everlasting.  This verse declares the importance of living our lives well-pleasing unto the Lord.  The 

choice is up to you and I now.  The fruit of our lives is a result of what our focus of faith is.  If you trust in 

Christ, then it will evidence the fruit of the Spirit which will result in reaping life everlasting.  If you trust 

in self by going back to the Law, then it will evidence the works of the flesh which will result in reaping 

corruption, which is spiritual death.  This verse, when understood properly and in context, clearly reveals 

the loss of salvation.  It is all a result of where your faith is focused. 

6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.   

Commentary:  

Now, after Paul declares the end result of our sowing, he now exhorts us to not become weary in well 

doing.  This reaping in this verse is directly tied to “life everlasting” in the previous verse.  The condition 

is “if we faint not.”  The point is perfectly clear and distinct; if you become weary in well doing, you will 

not reap because becoming weary will cause you to faint.  This fainting mentioned is losing our faith in 

Christ; which is what Paul has dealt with from the beginning.  Your faith is either in Christ continually 

for salvation and victory in your everyday life or it’s in self.   
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6:10 as we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 

who are of the household of faith.   

Commentary:  

Once again, Paul exhorts the Galatians to do good as the opportunity arises.  Those who are brethren 

with us, we should especially do good unto them.   

6:11 Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.    

Commentary:  

Paul acknowledges his authorship of this epistle and the declaring the necessary length of it.  This verse 

is Paul’s declaration to them as to how he has fulfilled verse 10 “especially unto them who are of the 

household of faith.”  Paul, without a doubt, by the leadership of the Lord is fulfilling a great service to 

the household of faith at Galatia by writing this epistle to get their faith rooted once again in Jesus Christ 

and Him crucified.   

6:12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be 

circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.   

Commentary:  

The performing of the Law has always been viewed by man as a means of bringing his own self glory.  

Any and all of the commandments a man can keep will only result in mans boasting of himself and 

confidence in his own abilities instead of reliance upon Christ.  This fair shew in the flesh is only a 

temporary one at best.  How many other commandments can man fail to perform?  This, again, was the 

Lords reason for giving the Law.  God knows that fallen man cannot live up to the letter of the Law.  The 

persecution mentioned here in this verse has a two-fold meaning.  While I totally see persecution that 

comes naturally from the world unto those who look to Christ and His atoning work at Calvary, I also see 

persecution within our own members.  The flesh glories in the Law because it is an attempt to display 

mans independence.  The Cross exposes man’s inability and Christ’s ability.  The cross of Christ is 

offensive to the world, the flesh, and the devil.  The entire world is brought to submission at the cross. 

6:13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the Law; but desire to have you 

circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.   

Commentary:  

This verse reveals the greatest reason why the Law was done away in Christ.  No one could keep it.  It 

was never meant to be kept to begin with.  It was only meant to teach us our sinful fallen condition so that 

we would look to Calvary for the righteousness which only comes through faith in Christ.  Paul next 

declares one of the reasons why circumcision is so pleasing to some people.  When someone views 

someone else’s performance, or lack thereof, of trying to keep the Law, there is always a temptation to 

compare one to another.  If someone seems to have the upper hand on someone else regarding their 

attempt to keep the Law, it will bring pride in that individual every time, without exception.  This pride is 

destroyed in Christ and praise God it is!  

6:14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.   

Commentary:  

The Lord has no problem with man glorying, as long as it is in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is 

not vain glory of course.  Look closely and you will see three crosses in this verse.  1. The cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 2. the world is crucified, to me, and 3. I am crucified, to the world.  Here’s the reality 

of Jesus Christ.  God has foreordained that man finds redemption through the cross, and the cross alone.  

Due to the cross, we crucify the world.  In order to receive Christ, we forsake the world; we place the 
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world on a cross, forever rejecting the world as a vile and filthy thing.  John said Love not the world, 

neither the things of the world.  We say goodbye forever to the world.  Also, when we receive Christ, the 

world, according to Paul, writes us off as well.  The world, in effect, places us on a cross.   

6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing nor uncircumcision, but a 

new creature.   

Commentary:  

This verse reveals something very amazing.  Paul has previously established a separation between Christ 

and circumcision (the Law).  Reference 2:21 & 5:2.  Now he is declaring the fact that it doesn’t matter 

either way; circumcision or uncircumcision.  The Law of circumcision was the severing of the foreskin of 

all males.  This was a token of the covenant between God and Abraham.   However, now in Christ, the 

Lord takes circumcision to a whole new level.  In Christ, the cutting off of the entire flesh of man is 

performed.  The Galatian church didn’t realize the power Christ can have on an individual to give them 

victory over their flesh.  In Christ, the entire flesh is crucified and a new creature is brought forth.  This is 

the mystery of the new covenant victory for us over sin! 

6:16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon 

the Israel of God.   

Commentary:  

If anyone knew both worlds (living in Law and in Grace), Paul did.  Paul knew personally this truth.  

There is peace in walking according to verse 15.  It’s all about a new creature.  It’s all about being in 

Christ!  If you walk according to this rule, then you will have peace and there will be mercy hallelujah!  

Paul would say it this way in Philippians: Yeah doubtless, I count all things but loss for the excellency of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 

but dung, that I may win Christ and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which of the 

Law, but that which is of faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.  Philippians 3:8-9. 

6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 

Jesus.   

Commentary:  

Paul amazingly declares the fact that he has no further interest in anything other than Christ!  He 

has already been privy to all that circumcision afforded, and when compared to this new life in 

Jesus Christ, circumcision was not even a worthy foe.  Paul was now branded!  He is free!  Do 

you understand that , in Christ, you are free?  You have been severed from the hold that sin and 

Satan had upon you.  The word “trouble” used here could refer back to Paul’s original burden to 

the Galatian believers as referenced in 1:7.  The phrase “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 

Jesus” has the implication to Exodus 21, although it is just speculation.  Regardless, Paul is 

branded!  He bears in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus!  Although we will have to wait and 

ask Paul personally what he meant here, these “marks” probably refer to the scars, bruises, 

stripes, etc., he received from the world because of persecution.  They became marks of 

distinction to Paul that he displayed proudly.  Could it be that Paul is saying here, “From this 

point forward, leave me alone with any other way devised by man because I have proved my 

commitment to Christ by the display of these marks!”?  You’re wasting your time!  I’m branded! 
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6:18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Amen.   

Commentary:  

Paul’s final words to the Galatian churches is, as others.  The grace of the Lord be with you.  

This can only come through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice he says “be with your spirit.”  There 

is no appeal to the flesh anywhere in this epistle. The Pharisees were driving the Galatians from 

the Spirit into the flesh by preaching the Law.  Paul was continually driving them out of the flesh 

and into the Spirit by preaching grace through faith in Christ.  If we continue in Christ, and be 

not moved away from the hope of the gospel.  True gospel preaching will always drive you out 

of the flesh and into the Spirit.  The word “Amen,” even though is a word known to all of us and 

is continually used in churches and such, is not an English word.  It is actually a Hebrew word 

just like “Hallelujah.” “Amen”  was not translated into English, and evidently was used in Paul’s 

writings as Hebrew; even though the New Testament was written in Greek.  The word “amen” is 

of Hebrew origin (H543); and means properly, firm, i.e. (figuratively) trustworthy; adverbially, 

surely (often as interjection, so be it): -- amen, verily.  As we look at the close of this epistle, we 

must realize that Paul, although writing a strong letter which was great in length, bore out the 

burden of his heart, declaring to the Galatian churches the truth of the gospel.  Paul was without 

a doubt jealous over them much like any of us would be over our children.  We would not be 

able to tolerate the lies told to our children that would cause them so much trouble, hurt, pain, 

heartache and confusion.  Neither would Paul.  This letter strikes its mark at the bulls eye!  It was 

straight and true.  Paul did not beat around the bush with them.  He realized that this preaching 

was removing the churches from their victory in Christ.  Can we say today that our preaching in 

churches are having the same effects on the people?  It’s something to think about.   

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 

  



The Book of Galatians 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

48 

Closing Remarks 

If a close study of Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews is performed, a greater 

understanding can be obtained as to the Holy Spirit’s reason for Paul writing them.  

The early church was plagued with men attempting to remove the church from its 

foundation; Christ.  The New Testament church of Jesus Christ was constantly 

bombarded by Satan to remove them from the Rock on which Jesus is and said to 

the 12 disciples in Matthew 16:18, Upon this rock I will build my church and the 

gates of Hell shall not prevail against it!  Satan has not, cannot, and never will be 

able to prevail against the church built on the rock.  The only means of victory for 

him is to attempt to remove the church from the rock by means of false teaching, 

false preaching, and sin.   

Therefore, let us all take heed to doctrine lest like the Galatian believers, we 

become removed from Him. - Galatians 1:6. 

  



The Book of Galatians 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

49 

 



The Book of Galatians 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

50 

The Book of 

GALATIANS 

 
Why Contextual Studies? 

     here is such a need in the world today to study the Word of God in the context it was originally given.  Paul  

         exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason that men and women 

have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not understood and taught in the context written, 

then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if 

you isolate one verse from its context. 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with such boldness.  All 

scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to compare scripture with scripture so that we 

arrive at the correct understanding.  

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we must let the word say 

what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow the word to change us!    
 

Other resources available: 

                              - Lesson 12 – Colossians 

                              - Lesson 20 – James 

                        - Lesson 17 - Titus 
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