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Commentary Structure: 

This Verse by Verse Commentary is structured as follows: 

First: The Holy scriptures are annotated first and are shown in the lesson body as Bold 
Black. 

Next: Commentary: The commentary notes, explanation and references compiled are shown 
in the lesson body as italics black. 

 

Example:  

Scripture: 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Commentary: 
This verse has been regarded as the single greatest verse in all of the bible, and rightly so.  It is 
mostly due to the fact that, in this one verse is the revealing of so much truth.  Is there another 
single verse that singularly defines man’s fall, man’s worth, God’s love, God’s plan, God’s 
sacrifice, man’s redemption to that plan if he meets the conditions of faith and finally, man’s 
ultimate destination because of his faith in Jesus Christ?  It reveals the heart of God as a 
genuinely loving and caring father who was so broken over the fall of humanity that this love of 
God demanded a plan to redeem mankind unto Himself.  The two words “so loved” stand out to 
me so much.  The love within mankind is limited and is usually confined to words.  God loved so 
much that He gave.  Man’s love says; God’s love gives.  Paul would say it this way in Romans 
5:8, “but God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. 

 

Study Resources:  

1. All scriptures are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).   
2. All references to Hebrew or Greek are taken from the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

of the Bible.   
3. All other definitions are taken from Merriam-Webster online.  www.merriam-webster.com/ 
4. All other applicable sources are noted as they appear. 
5. Any commentary notes marked with circled numbers are comments contributed by 

the following:  Bro. Derick Jarrell,  Bro. David Hampton,  Bro. Jimbo 
Campbell,  Bro. Bobby Winton, and  Other: who will be named as necessary.  
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Why Contextual Studies? 

There is such a need in the world today to take the Word of God in the context it was originally 
given.  Paul exhorted Timothy to: study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason 
that men and women have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not 
understood and taught in the context written, then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to 
deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if you isolate one verse from its 
context.  For example: 

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Mark 10:9  

This verse, if isolated from its context, can take on a different understanding.  If you isolate it, 
you could basically teach that it was a sin for someone to cut a tree down since it was God who 
made that tree.   

As a matter of fact, denominations are built upon wrong understandings of scripture.  Of course 
we all know for certain that very few, if any at all, would deliberately misinterpret scripture.  
Man’s opinion and interpretation has cause many people to be led astray.   

During the time that Paul mentioned to Timothy to study, all they had was the Old Testament 
scrolls.  Not everyone had access to the scriptures.  This is why synagogues were so important 
during that time.  There is some evidence to suggest that Ezra was responsible for synagogues to 
be constructed.  Paul no doubt had spent 3 years in Arabia and Damascus searching these scrolls 
with a brand new mind and heart.  No doubt God revealed unto Paul the mysteries and deep 
understandings of the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary.   

 

Rightly Divide? 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with 
such boldness.  All scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to 
compare scripture with scripture so that we arrive at the correct understanding.  Satan brought 
the word of God to Jesus during the temptation in the wilderness.  Satan quoted scripture, but it 
was taken completely out of its context.  He used Psalm 91:11-12.  Although the verse is true 
that God will give His angels charge concerning us, this scripture gives no instruction for a man 
to just jump off of the pinnacle of the temple.  The promise is for those who find themselves 
precariously in this situation unaware.  For someone to knowingly and willingly jump or cast 
themselves down would be attempting to commit suicide and would find themselves tempting 
God.  So Jesus reveals unto satan the error in this by quoting another verse of scripture to correct 
the wrong understanding, or actually, correct Satan’s deliberate attempt to twist the scripture.  He 
quoted Deuteronomy 6:16.  

All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.  2 Timothy 3:16-17.   



The Book of Jude 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 
5 

This verse reveals some amazing things!  It declares to us that the understanding of scripture is 
accomplished by comparing it to other passages of scripture.  We can have correct understanding 
of verses by simply comparing them to other verse of scripture.  Our doctrine should be based 
upon, not only the word of God, but the correct understanding of it.   

 

Not Ashamed? 

A workman that is rightly dividing the word of truth should need not to be ashamed.  In other 
words, a man/woman who studies, soon becomes a workman in the word of God.  A workman is 
toiler, figuratively, a teacher: --laborer, worker(-man). Most importantly, a man/woman who will 
search the scriptures sufficiently as to be able to correctly divide the word of Truth will become a 
man/woman approved of God.  There is no shame in making a stand on scripture when you have 
studied it and compared scripture with scripture to arrive at the correct understanding.  Great 
boldness can be obtained by this and God expects those who handle the word of God in any 
capacity to do so rightly as we will give an account in the day of Judgment.   

The great doctrines in the word of God can be found again and again!  For example, blood 
sacrifice for sin, justification, faith, eternity, grace, mercy, apostasy, sin, judgment, and the 
coming of the Lord are all doctrines that are found throughout the pages of scripture.   

 

How shall we study the scriptures?   

Is there an improper way?  Why do we at times struggle so much with understanding scripture?  
The answer to this question may be a little simpler than we may think.  If we read the word of 
God with a preconceived idea about doctrine, then we will have a hard time comprehending it 
and become frustrated in the process, that is, if that preconceived idea is unscriptural.   

A falsely preconceived idea is what caused an entire people of rejecting their messiah over two 
thousand years ago, and what causes a fallen world to continue to reject Him. 

I honestly believe the proper way to studying the scriptures is with an open mind.  When verses 
of scripture seem to reveal certain characteristics about God, His word, or doctrine, then we must 
not cast them aside, but compare our current understanding based upon other scriptures.  Clearly 
stated scriptures will definitely settle most disputes about others that seem to declare something 
different.   
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Hebrew and Greek? 

As we already know, the Old Testament scriptures were written in Hebrew, while the New 
Testament scriptures were written in Greek.  There will definitely arise instances where you will 
have to dive into Hebrew and Greek word studies in order to capture the intention of the 
scriptures. 

For example: 

Exodus 24:10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved 
work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

John 1:18 For no man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

How do we reconcile these scriptures?  A careful study of the words “saw” in Hebrew and 
“seen” in Greek settle the conflict that seems to exist between these two scriptures. 

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we 
must let the word say what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow 
the word to change us!   

 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 
truth: for thou has magnified thy word above all thy name.  Psalm 138:2 

 

…Let God be true, but every man a liar.  Romans 3:4 
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Information on The First General Epistle of Jude 

 Author: Jude, the brother of James.  This Jude is another half brother of Jesus.  Jude, the full 
brother of James and son of Mary and Joseph; the most humble family in Judea.  Jude’s life is no 
doubt one of the most difficult lives to consider accepting the Lord as Saviour simply because he 
grew up in the same house as his elder brother Jesus.   

This is Jude; or Judas referred to in Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3, Luke 6:16, and Acts 1:13.  Jude is 
a Greek form of the Hebrew name Judah and comes from G2455; pronounced ee-oo-das’ which 
is of Hebrew origin H3063; Judas (i.e. Jehudah), the name of ten Israelites; also of the posterity 
of one of them and its region: --Juda(-h, -s); Jude.  It troubles some people when they see Jude in 
some references and Judas in others.  The truth is, these are both variations of the Hebrew name 
Judah.  Notice Jude does not refer to himself as the brother of Jesus.  This is evidence that Jude 
and James recognized Jesus was the Son of God.  

It has been said that this Jude did not become a follower or believer in Jesus Christ until after the 
resurrection and ascension.  There had to be great persecution toward Jude and the rest of the 
family of Mary and Joseph as could be expected.   

Audience: This letter was written to “them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called”  Some critics would say that these epistles have no relevance to us 
because they were not addressed to us specifically, but these established churches had problems 
much like we have today.  Therefore, the answers given to them by the Lord through the writing 
of His apostles are timeless.  The scriptures contain the answers for every believing church in 
any dispensation of time.   

Date written: Some scholars date the original letter to just before 80 AD.   The time and manner 
of the Jude’s martyrdom are not certain.  According to some scholars and historians, he died at or 
around the year 80 A.D. close to Mt. Ararat where he was crucified and then shot with arrows 
because he refused to deny Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  However, I have reason to believe 
that this epistle as well as the second epistle of Peter was written after 70 A.D. due to the manner 
in which chapter 1, verse 1 is worded.  Jesus had prophesied that Jerusalem would be destroyed 
and not one stone would be left upon another.  This took place in 70 A.D. and the entire Jewish 
people were dispersed throughout the regions round about. 

Purpose: The purpose of this epistle from the Holy Spirit is to warn the saints of men who 
would creep in unawares and subvert the faith of some causing the loss of the soul.  Jude appeals 
to the readers of this letter to contend for the faith that they had received.  He continues by 
admonishing them to keep themselves in the love of Christ.  As we all know, this Christian life is 
one that must be daily cultivated.  We cannot do this ourselves but to daily surrender our lives 
under the mighty hand of God.  There is a clear warning here to each of us to consider the 
examples that Jude gives for those who left their first estate, those who afterward believed not.  
We must contend for the faith because Satan is out to steal, kill and to destroy.  John 10:10. 

Introductory Comments: This epistle of Jude is the final epistle of the New Testament.  It is 
fitting that it comes from Jude, the half brother of Jesus Christ.    
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Chapter 1  

1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:  
Commentary:  
Jude begins his letter by describing who he is.  He is the brother of James.  There are at least three men 
in scripture by the name of James.  Which James is this?  To be short, this is James, the half brother of 
Jesus who rose up after the death of another James; the son of Zebedee. This James is referred to in Acts 
15, 21 and is the same James who wrote the book of James. This is Jude; or Judas referred to in Matthew 
13:55, Mark 6:3, Luke 6:16, and Acts 1:13.  Jude is a Greek form of the Hebrew name Judah and comes 
from G2455; pronounced ee-oo-das’ which is of Hebrew origin H3063; Judas (i.e. Jehudah), the name of 
ten Israelites; also of the posterity of one of them and its region: --Juda(-h, -s); Jude.  It troubles some 
people when they see Jude in some references and Judas in others.  The truth is, these are both variations 
of the Hebrew name Judah.  Notice Jude does not refer to himself as the brother of Jesus.  This is 
evidence that Jude and James recognized Jesus was the Son of God.   

1:2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.  
Commentary:  
As with the other disciples and apostles who expressed their own personal wishes, as well as the wishes of 
the Lord to the recipients of their letters, Jude follows suite.  There is no explanation necessary here other 
than the fact that these are fruits and attributes of a life in relationship with God under the New 
Covenant.  The world knows very little if anything about these.  One cannot truly know these things until 
they give their hearts and lives unto Jesus Christ. 

1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  
Commentary:  
The word “contend” comes from G1864 pronounced ep-ag-o-nid’-zom-ahee, which means to struggle 
for:-- earnestly contend for.  Why is Jude asking us to contend for the faith?  And not just any faith, but 
the faith that was once delivered unto the saints.  Although there could be many things associated with 
Jude’s reference to “faith,” he is referring specifically to the salvation of the soul through the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ.  We know this by his reference to “common salvation.”  While we realize this is the case, 
we must also contend for other doctrines in the word of God such as  faith, eternity, grace, mercy, 
apostasy, sin, judgment, etc.  This verse is another in the long list of verses that instruct us to believe and 
teach the same doctrine that was given to the original disciples in the very beginning.  The church of any 
generation should resemble the early church.  This is the defining verse that drives the entire epistle.   

1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Commentary:  
The word “for” is grammatically a conjunction word which gives direct explanation of what the previous 
verse has already established.  “Certain men crept in unawares” describes the fact that there will sneak 
in undetected but their words will either justify or condemn them.  The word “ordained” simply means 
that these men were set forth or sent out in the deliberate effort to condemn men by their lies.  Next, it is 
ungodly men who turn the grace of God into something else; transform it. The truth is, there is no 
changing God’s grace.  Once it turns from the grace of God, it becomes something else altogether.  True 
men of God will seek to keep biblical grace of God the way it is.  Paul described the grace of God in 
detail in Titus 2:11-12.  The word “lasciviousness” is defined as being filled with or showing sexual 
desire.  It is also defined as reflecting or producing sexual desire or behavior especially that is 

CHAPTER 1 
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considered indecent or obscene.  So, this verse states plainly that we must contend for the truths we’ve 
been taught because men will come in and turn this grace into wicked wantonness.  Biblical grace does 
not give you license to sin, but this is the teaching of the men here.  These men “in essence” were saying 
words to this effect; “it doesn’t matter what you do because the grace of God will cover all of your sin.  
Just go on and give in to your lustful desires because God you are under grace and will still be saved.”  
Finally, these men may speak great things but will deny God and Jesus Christ.  The final piece of this is 
the word “denying.”  It comes from G720 pronounced ar-neh’-om-ahee, meaning to contradict, i.e. 
disavow, reject, abnegate:-- deny, refuse.  The idea is that there was a prior acceptance of the Lord.   

1:5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, 
having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed 
not.  
Commentary:  
The word “therefore” matters everything in arriving at the correct understanding of this verse.  Jude 
plainly states “I want to remind you then.”  Each of us have the ability to lose things we have received in 
the Lord.  These men were sent by Satan to steal, kill and destroy.  The example Jude then gives is the 
children of Israel.  All came out of Egypt, but unbelief crept into them and they were destroyed.  Jude will 
use three examples to reveal the truth that although obtaining a certain condition does not mean we 
remain in that condition.   Jude starts out his examples by using Israel’s fall after their deliverance from 
Egypt. We were already instructed in verse three to “contend.”  Does it matter what you continue to 
believe?  Definitely! It is gravely important.  Don’t miss the point here.  He instructs us first to contend 
for the faith.  Then he gives three examples of why we should contend.  The point is simple; if we do not 
fight for what we have received, then we will lose what we have received.  These believed, but then 
believed not.  This is plainly a contending for faith but not just any faith.  It is the faith that was once 
delivered to the saints. 

1:6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.  
Commentary:  
In this verse we have the second of three examples where Jude warns us to contend for the faith.  From 
this verse we understand that the angels did not keep their first estate; meaning they chose to forsake God 
as their authority and ruler and opted for destruction by following Satan.  The point is they left it; they 
did not lose it.  They left their own habitation; the place where they dwelt.  They did not contend to keep 
what they possessed.  There was a conscience choice made on their part.  According to the way this verse 
reads, it gives us the indication that Jude is not referring to all fallen angels, but to a specific group.  We 
know this because this verse speaks of angels who are bound.  We understand that not all angels are 
bound in everlasting chains.  The angels mentioned here are bound now.  What’s interesting is that there 
are now, at this very moment, fallen angels or demons that are bound while others are not.  Reference 
Revelation 9:14.   

1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving 
themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.  
Commentary:  
The final example is the dreadful demise of the cities of Sodom, Gomorrah and surrounding cities.  As we 
very well know the moral cesspool that were in these cities, we see that the choice again was made to give 
oneself over to these wicked sexual practices.  The reference “going after strange flesh” gives us the 
Lord’s idea of gay and lesbian practices.  This verse directly ties the grievous abominations of 
homosexuality with the judgment of Almighty God.  This tells us that homosexuality is sign to nations that 
judgment is close.  Reference Romans 1:18-27.  Finally, Sodom and Gomorrah are forever examples of 
what happens to cities that give themselves over to these things.  They will suffer the vengeance of eternal 
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fire.  It was fire and brimstone from the sky that fell and consumed these cities!  To this day, both cities 
are uninhabitable.   

1:8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 
dignities.  
Commentary:  
First, let’s deal with the word “likewise.”  This simply put, means that these men gave themselves over to 
these things as the region of Sodom and Gomorrah gave themselves over to sexual perversion.  This verse 
is a first in many with the reference to “these.”  We must not get lost in the details, but remember that 
Jude gives us the entire purpose of his letter in verse three and four.  In this letter, Jude is warning us of 
“men who crept in unawares.”  This verse reveals some characteristics about them.  The description 
“filthy dreamers” says to us that these men’s minds had become corrupted through sin; and that by their 
corruption of God’s grace in order to give them license to perform their unbridled lusts. Filthy dreamers 
are those who have sexual imaginations they cannot bridle, nor do they wish to forsake.  Therefore, they 
must falsely slant a reinterpretation of grace.  Next is the phrase “despise dominion.”  This phrase is 
directly tied to “speaking evil of dignities.”  When a person turns against laws, ordinances of 
governments and kingdoms, they fall into the category of despising dominion.  If they despise dominion, 
then they will speak evil of “dignities”; i.e., glory, honour, praise, worship.  This goes far beyond worldly 
governments, but goes to the despising of God’s dominion and rule.  This is why these things are so 
dangerous. 

1:9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body 
of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  
Commentary:  
This verse fits in this letter perfectly!  In verse three, we are instructed to contend for the faith.  In this 
verse, we are instructed how.  To me, what is being said is this; as Michael contended with Satan over the 
body of Moses, he didn’t rail at him, he didn’t accuse or attempt to reason with him, but made a bold 
stand against Satan with the words “The Lord rebuke thee.”  This is, in my opinion, the purpose of this 
verse.  Instead of trying to reason with these men, Jude is saying that rebuke is the only answer that can 
be given.  Jesus did not reason with Satan, but simply cast him out everywhere He went.  This is the same 
approach believers are to take when dealing with Satan and his imps.  Michael the archangel is one of 
the “chief” angels whom God created.  After the death of Moses, Satan sought to have Moses’ body.  
Why?  Could he have inhabited his body?  Maybe.  we aren’t sure, but he could have made Moses’ body 
an object of worship.  Either way, God buried Moses’ body in a place “no man” knows, as recorded in 
Deuteronomy 34:6.  

1:10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know 
naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.  
Commentary:  
The words “But these” brings us back to the “men who crept in unawares” in verse four.  Unlike Michael 
who did not rail accusations against Satan although he would have been speaking truth, these men speak 
evil of things they have no clue about.  There is no spiritual knowledge attributed to these men.  They 
teach by what they know with a carnal mind.  This is how the word of God is misinterpreted and turned 
into false doctrine.  We must let the Word say what it says and not what we want it to say.  The 
description “as brute beasts” gives us more insight.  Brute beasts operate very simply; feeding their 
hunger by pushing their weight or strength and overpowering the weak.  Why then don’t these men just go 
their own way leaving the church?  Why don’t they just quit effecting God’s people and enjoy themselves 
until they die?  It’s because they are instruments of Satan to breakdown the church.  In the next verse we 
will see their purpose for attaching themselves to God’s people. 
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1:11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the 
error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.  
Commentary:  
Notice the structure here; Woe because they have gone, ran, and perished.  This verse gives us more 
insight as to the “men who crept in unawares.”  First of all, “Woe unto them.” The word “woe” is used 
to exclaim God’s judgment.  There are three woes in Revelation 8:13. “Gone in the way of Cain” is a 
phrase that cannot be misinterpreted.  It presents the first of three examples of men not just saying no to 
God’s ways, but resisting God’s attempts to correct them.  In all three examples, God makes a plea with 
them after their initial rejection of Him.  In Genesis 4, we find a choice presented before Cain.  Cain’s 
trouble was not that he was ignorant to God’s requirement for sin sacrifice, it was his conscience 
decision to do his own thing.  God even gave him another opportunity to be accepted, (Genesis 4:7) but 
Cain refused.  Cain resisted God’s way of salvation by the blood of the lamb.  This verse declares that 
they had “gone.”  The word gone comes from G4198 pronounced por-yoo’-om-ahee which means to 
traverse, i.e. travel; -- depart, go (away, forth, one’s way, up).  This means they walked away from the 
Lord.  So, Jude saying that these men had gone “in the way of Cain” could be twofold; either they 
rejected God’s way of salvation, and/or they went about seeking the destruction of God’s people as Cain 
slew Abel.  The second example given here is the “error of Balaam.”  This account is found in Numbers 
22.  There could not be a better example to the men Jude warns the church about than Balaam.  Balaam 
is a prophet who teaches Balak how to seduce the children of Israel to commit fornication; thus fulfilling 
the verse four here “turning grace into lasciviousness.”  The Lord had given Balaam specific instructions 
about leaving with Balak’s men.  Although, Numbers 22 does not give the details as is given in this verse, 
we do see Balaam’s disobedience in going with these men and also in his stubborn rebellion even when 
the angel of the Lord stood in his path.  His disobedience boils down to one thing; greed.  Greed is the 
reason for the men that Jude is writing about.  The last example is comparing these men to Core, or in 
Hebrew; Korah.  Korah represents the demise of anyone who defies the true leadership God has 
ordained.  Numbers 16 reveals to us that Korah stands against Moses and Aaron and attempts to lead 
God’s people in a false direction.  That direction is Hell!  Korah perished; not by Moses’ or Aaron’s 
hand, but by God’s hand.  This is the “woe” that is given to false teachers.  The men Jude warns us about 
are men who defy the true apostles, preachers and teachers of the gospel.   

1:12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves 
without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit 
withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;  
Commentary:  
“Spots” here means much more than just a blemish.  The word “spots” is very interesting!  It comes from 
G4694 pronounced spee-las’ which means; a ledge or reef of rock in the sea:-- spot.  The idea here is that 
these men hide amongst God’s people the same as rock ledges or reefs hide in the sea.  These men lurk 
underneath the surface, without fear, and harm the child of God the same as the shallow rocks and reefs 
shred the bottom of a ship.  Clouds without water gives us the idea that these men have the appearance of 
a person who would help bring “showers of blessing” to those who are in need, but they have no 
substance.  They are driven by winds; meaning, they are not led of the Spirit, but carried by the force of 
the enemy.  The next description of these men must not be ignored.  There is a steady degrading or dying 
in stages that is seen here.  First the trees’ fruit withers.  Next the tree has no fruit.  Then Jude describes 
it as twice dead; and finally plucked up by the roots.  Trees whose fruit withereth tells us that the tree was 
once alive.  At one time, the tree had produced fruit but the fruit had started withering.  By the way this is 
written, it intends that the fruit was still attached to the tree.  The tree continues to die as is seen by the 
words “without fruit.”  The phrase “twice dead” is, in my opinion, the most interesting words of this 
verse.  How can something be twice dead?  What does that even mean?  It can only mean that something 
was dead to begin with, but through the miraculous touch of God, life was given back to it again; thus 
once dead, now alive.  But after life comes, death results again; thus the term twice dead.  The truth is 
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very plain.  According to Jude, a person can die again spiritually after being made alive in Christ.  
Finally, the removal or “plucking up by the roots” of these men are the Lord’s judgment.  See Luke 13:6-
10. 

1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.  
Commentary:  
Jude continues on with his description of these men by describing they are as raging waves of the sea.  
Sea foam is a white lathery substance that contains decomposed materials from the sea such as algae, 
plants and animal waste.  Sea foam is generated from the constant agitating and crashing of the waves 
upon the rocks on land.  “foaming out their own shame” tells us that these men cannot hide the 
decomposing nature of sin that their engulfed in.  “Foaming” will always be revealed in those who are 
not of God.  From out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.  Matthew 12:34.  They truly 
shall be known by their fruits.  “Wandering stars” is in reference to either moving planets that move 
around in the skies, or shooting stars.  As we look at the verses that Jude has provided to us through the 
Holy Spirit, we see many references to the sea and perhaps the navigating of ships through these seas.  At 
sea, ships used stars to help them navigate in the night.  Wandering stars could not be trusted because 
they did not hold a fixed position.  This seems to fit these men Jude warns us about.  Finally, these men 
have the blackness of darkness forever to their inheritance.  As a shooting star is known for its descent 
from the heavens unto darkness, these men, who were once lights, but their light was lost due to their 
walking away from Jesus Christ.  Contrary to what people say, anyone is able to become severed from 
Christ. 

1:14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  
Commentary:  
Enoch is the seventh generation from Adam.  The generations are Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Maleleel, 
Jared, and Enoch.  See Genesis 5:1-21 and Luke 3:37-38.  As stated in this verse, Enoch prophesied.  
While this verse is plain that Enoch did prophesy, there are a great number of people who reference the 
“Book of Enoch.”  I cannot say one way or the other whether this book is genuinely Enoch’s, but what I 
can say is plainly “Enoch prophesied.”  First of all, Enoch walked with God.  Genesis 5:22.  There is no 
doubt that any man who walks with God will be shown mysteries.  According to the name Enoch gave his 
son Methuselah, it was obvious that Enoch had been given insight on, not only the flood that would take 
place immediately following Methuselah’s death, but also the coming of the Lord as mentioned here.  
Jude either had access to the prophesy of Enoch or was given this revelation by the Holy Spirit Himself.  
Either way, the point is clear.  Enoch prophesied of “these;” the men who crept in unawares. 

1:15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  
Commentary:  
Enoch’s prophesy is clearly to execute judgment upon ungodliness wherever it is found.  Notice the 
prophesy uses the word “ungodly” four times.  This prophesy is to all that are ungodly, ungodly deeds, 
ungodly committed, ungodly sinners.  This prophesy does not separate any one group of people, but 
executes judgment upon the acts of wickedness wherever that wickedness is found.  Many people want to 
say that a salvation experience exempts those from this list.  The bitter truth is simple; this judgment is 
upon those who are ungodly.  It is by their fruit ye shall know them.   
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1:16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage.  
Commentary:  
Next Jude calls them murmurers.  These men were grumblers; complainers.  It makes sense that these 
men only complained to God because their desires and lusts did not have license in God’s covenant.  
Therefore, they had to change the word of God; or at least perceive it to be changed, as to give them 
ability to fulfill their own lusts.  Notice that they walked after their own lusts.  We are told in Romans 
8:14 that the sons of God are led of the Spirit.  These men were led of the flesh.  Next, these men speak 
swelling words.  According to Jude’s introduction into these men, they were turning grace into something 
it was not.  It makes sense here that the great swelling words would contribute to this.  Swelling is an 
enlargement of something due to an infection or inflammation.  There is nothing to add to the grace of 
God.  Once it has been added to, it swells grace into something it is not.  Finally, These men clearly were 
speaking these things because they wanted admiration or popularity from the world.  There is no man 
truly sent from God that cares a hill of beans about man’s admiration or popularity.  God’s man will 
always seek to preserve the word of God over all else.  If these men wanted popularity because of 
advantage, then it is a sign their will has not been surrendered.  God will not anoint and send that type of 
man to represent Him or His gospel in the world. 

1:17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ;  
Commentary:  
Now Jude will seek to recalibrate the readers of this letter to the truth.  According to the way this verse is 
written, it seems that Jude is not including himself in the list of apostles.  This verse, along with verse 1, 
seems to say that Jude does not view himself as an apostle although he very well may have been.  Jude 
calls the reader to remembrance as to the words the apostles warned the church about concerning false 
prophets, apostles and teachers.  Paul, Peter, James and others were adamant about forewarning the 
church concerning false teachers.   

1:18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk 
after their own ungodly lusts. 
Commentary:  
Mockers will come into the church who are not led of the Holy Spirit but led by their ungodly lusts.  How 
then do we know whether someone is led by one or the other?  You cannot know the Spirit unless you are 
born of the Spirit.  Once you’re born again, then the Holy Spirit bears witness with your spirit.  When the 
Holy Spirit is working within someone, that Spirit will confirm that person’s words to be the truth.  When 
a person is walking after their own ungodly lusts, then their doctrine will become very generous to the 
flesh.  Their doctrine will cater to the lusts of the flesh.  Any doctrine that proclaims an allowance of sin 
or lustfulness in a Christian’s life, then that doctrine is of the world and not of God.  Paul said in 
Galatians 5:16, Walk in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.   

1:19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.  
Commentary:  
This is one of the greatest tragedies of the modern church world.  There are many church leaders who 
have separated themselves, but the tragedy is that they have carried off many genuine Christians with 
them.  The way of truth is evil spoken of today.  We are in the time where Paul warned Timothy that 
people would not endure sound doctrine.  2 Timothy 4:3.  The final thoughts of this verse tell the story.  
These men are sensual.  Sensual comes from G5591; pronounced psoo-khee-kos’ which means sensitive, 
animate (in distinction on the one hand from 4152, which is the higher or renovated nature; and on the 
other from 5446, wich is the lower or bestial nature): -- natural, sensual.  This means that these men 
mind the flesh the same as a mindless animal who is driven by hunger, lust and all other desires of the 
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flesh.  Finally, they do not have the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is absent from them.  These men will separate 
themselves from the true preacher because the lifestyle and doctrine is so different.   

1:20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost,  
Commentary:  
It’s very interesting that Jude has just warned that these men do not have the spirit.  Now he exhorts the 
church to build themselves up by praying in the Holy Ghost.  This entire epistle seems to be geared 
toward holiness and ungodliness.  Here we have the exhortation to build up ourselves in our “most holy 
faith.”  This is an interesting phrase to say the least.  Contrary to what verse 4 says about the false 
teachings of these men, there is “most holy faith,” or a faith that generates holiness.  Paul would say it 
this way in Romans “with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.”  We can also say that there is a 
“most holy grace;” i.e., a grace that brings righteousness.  Here, true faith brings holiness.  It is all due 
to the blood that Jesus shed for us at Calvary to purge our sins.  Once this blood is applied, then the Holy 
Spirit comes causing a new nature of righteousness and true holiness to be present within us.  When we 
read about God, we must conclude that everything God touches will take on His nature, which is holiness.  
Any doctrine or belief that becomes warm and acceptable to sin is not of God.  Finally, the phrase 
“praying in the Holy Ghost” is important.  Paul said in 1 Corinthians, I will pray with the spirit, and I 
will also pray with the understanding.  There is a hint of praying in an unknown tongue here but most 
importantly is the idea that we are to pray with the Holy Spirit.  This verse is more explanation of Jude’s 
admonition for us to “contend for the faith.”  Not a perverted view of faith, but our most holy faith we 
have received when we were first born again.  The faith that caused us to flee from sin and unto Jesus 
Christ. 

1:21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.  
Commentary:  
Jude will continue his closing remarks with the admonition to “keep yourselves in the love of God.”  
Contrary to what many false preachers would say, we have a part to play in this new covenant.  We 
cannot perform any amount of good works to merit salvation, but obedience is the thought here.  Most 
eternal security teachers think that works always has to be the answer when we mention living out our 
lives for the Lord.  It is NOT works.  It is simple obedience.  There is a great difference.  We are exhorted 
to keep ourselves in the love of God.  The question is; how do we do this?  The next verse will reveal it.  
So the idea of “keeping yourselves” is, in reality, contending for the faith.  The idea of “keeping 
yourselves” is simply to fight or contend to keep what you have received.  We cannot allow anyone or 
anything to remove us from what we have received.   

1:22 And of some have compassion, making a difference:  
Commentary:  
In this verse and the next, Jude will explain two methods of dealing with people.  I believe this is Jude’s 
example of “keeping yourselves in the love of God.”  I also believe this is further evidence of how we are 
to contend for the faith.  We not only contend to keep ourselves in the faith, but here we see how we are to 
contend to keep others in the faith.  We see how that compassion is a great attribute God will use to work 
through each of us in order to make a difference in some people’s lives.  It’s amazing how love can turn 
away wrath.  It can also hide a multitude of sins.   

1:23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment 
spotted by the flesh. 
Commentary:  
While compassion is very effective, it does not produce the same effect in all people.  Some people must 
be driven to repentance through fear of the wrath of God.  “Pulling them out of the fire” is a very vivid 
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illustration.  It puts us in mind of a firefighter who has been called to the scene of a house fire.  No one in 
their sound mind would stay in a fire only to be consumed by it.  There must be an unawareness of the 
person abiding in ultimate destruction.  There is an obvious sign that the person is not aware of their 
surroundings.  How can a person remain in a place where the destructive fires are moving closer and 
closer to them?  They are either oblivious to the fact consciously or they have inhaled so much of the 
smoke from the fire that it has rendered them unconscious.  The same is true of Christian people.  We are 
the firefighters so to speak.  We are aware of the destructive fires that are moving closer and closer to the 
lost people of this world.  There is a point at which you have to pull them out of the fire.  These are the 
two methods of evangelism.  The only thing about fear is; it can bring us to Christ but it cannot keep us.  
The love of Jesus Christ and the fellowship of Jesus is the only thing that can keep us.  The final phrase of 
this verse “hating even the garment spotted by the flesh” is very interesting.  It alludes to the idea of a 
stained garment.  “Spotted” comes from G4695 pronounced spee-lo’-o which means to stain or soil 
(literally or figuratively): --defile, spot.  The idea here is that walking after our own ungodly lusts, as 
mentioned throughout this entire epistle relating to the doctrines of “these men” who “crept in 
unawares” is spotting the garments by the flesh.  What kind of garment?  This word “garment” is not just 
any garment, it is in reference to the garment closest to the flesh.  “Garment” comes from G5509 
pronounced khee-tone’ which means a tunic or shirt:-- clothes, coat, garment.  This is different than the 
“cloak” mentioned in the gospels.  Jesus spoke of both in Matthew 5:40.  The tunic was the innermost 
piece of clothing.  It was not visible to the public because of the cloak.  Someone could hide any spots on 
the “garment” or tunic by simply placing their cloak on them.  Jude is here teaching us that even though 
the tunic cannot be seen by people, we should still despise the garment spotted.  In other words, whether 
it is viewable by man or not, God knows it’s there and we should seek to be pure from all sin.  This points 
toward our inner man; the things that the world cannot see.  The places our eyes look; the thoughts we 
allow in our minds or the wrongful desires in our hearts that we do not repent of  and ask God to cleanse 
us from. 

1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,  
Commentary:  
Is it interesting that Jude, after warning us that we must contend for the faith and not leave the Lord and 
therefore losing out with God, that now he mentions falling once again in order to seal up his purpose for 
writing this letter.  Jude points us back to where our focus needs to be; Jesus Christ.  He is the author and 
finisher of our faith.  He is able to keep us and keep us from falling.  This can only be accomplished by 
the blood of Jesus Christ.  As long as we continue to look to Jesus; the work He accomplished at Calvary 
for us, and continue daily to trust, not in what we can do, but in the victory Jesus won for us, He will 
present us faultless.  This is more than just a justifying grace though.  This is a power that only the blood 
of Jesus Christ can do in our lives.  Some people don’t believe we can walk separated from sin.  While we 
cannot do this in our own strength or will, the blood of Jesus is powerful enough to not only forgive us of 
all sin, but to give us the power to walk in victory over sin.  Notice here that the presence of His glory is 
mentioned.  Isaiah was convicted when he saw the Lord in Isaiah 6.  Others have been convicted of sin 
when they entered the presence of God as well.  We are confronted with all sin when we enter God’s 
presence.  This is why most people don’t want to come to Christ; because their deeds are reproved in the 
light.  John 3:19-20.  When we are purged from sin, then there is such a confidence.  We can be in the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy.   

1:25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. Amen.  
Commentary:  
Jude will now end this epistle with the final words of tribute to God.  But do not miss the detail “God our 
Saviour.”  This is in direct reference to Jesus Christ Himself distinct from God the Father or God the 
Holy Spirit.  The word “glory” means dignity, honour, praise, worship.  “Majesty” comes from G3172 
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which means greatness, i.e., divinity.  “Dominion” comes from G2904 which means vigor, dominion, 
might, power, strength.  “Power” comes from G1849 which means force, privilege, capacity, 
competency, freedom or mastery.  Magistrate, superhuman, potentate, delegated influence:--authority, 
jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength.  Jude’s final words “both now and ever. Amen” should be 
enough by themselves to settle the great battle that exists today amongst popular theologians concerning 
what Jesus is willing to do for mankind today.  Both now and forever Jesus will always have the power 
and the authority and strength to work wonders in the world.  Jesus is always willing to move on our 
behalf.  It’s the reason He came into the world; to rescue fallen humanity from Satan’s devices.  Why 
would there be any question concerning Christ’s willingness to deliver?  God will shut the mouths of 
those who refuse to proclaim God’s willingness to rescue and deliver.  God has always moved in the 
world and He will always continue to move on behalf of the world who will put their trust in Him!  Glory 
be to God Most High!  The word “amen” seals up the testimony of Jude.  Amen comes from G281 
pronounced am-ane’ is of Hebrew origin (H543); properly, firm, i.e. (figuratively) trustworthy; 
adverbially, surely (often as interjection, so be it):-- amen, verily.  So Jude ends with the word amen to 
conclude that what he has said is trustworthy and true; as all of the Words of God are!  God’s word can 
be trusted.  It can be depended on.   

 

 
 

End of Chapter 
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Notes:  
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The Book of 
JUDE 

 
Why Contextual Studies? 

         here is such a need in the world today to study the Word of God in the context it was originally given.  Paul  
         exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason that men and women 
have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not understood and taught in the context written, 

then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if 
you isolate one verse from its context. 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with such boldness.  All 
scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to compare scripture with scripture so that we 

arrive at the correct understanding.  

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we must let the word say 
what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow the word to change us!    

 
Other resources available: 

                              - Lesson   9 – Galatians 
                              - Lesson 12 – Colossians 

                        - Lesson 20 – James 
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