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Commentary Structure: 

This Verse by Verse Commentary is structured as follows: 

First: The Holy scriptures are annotated first and are shown in the lesson body as Bold 

Black. 

Next: Commentary: The commentary notes, explanation and references compiled are shown 

in the lesson body as italics black. 

 

Example:  

Scripture: 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Commentary: 

This verse has been regarded as the single greatest verse in all of the bible, and rightly so.  It is 

mostly due to the fact that, in this one verse is the revealing of so much truth.  Is there another 

single verse that singularly defines man’s fall, man’s worth, God’s love, God’s plan, God’s 

sacrifice, man’s redemption to that plan if he meets the conditions of faith and finally, man’s 

ultimate destination because of his faith in Jesus Christ?  It reveals the heart of God as a 

genuinely loving and caring father who was so broken over the fall of humanity that this love of 

God demanded a plan to redeem mankind unto Himself.  The two words “so loved” stand out to 

me so much.  The love within mankind is limited and is usually confined to words.  God loved so 

much that He gave.  Man’s love says; God’s love gives.  Paul would say it this way in Romans 

5:8, “but God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

 

Study Resources:  

1. All scriptures are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).   

2. All references to Hebrew or Greek are taken from the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

of the Bible.   

3. All other definitions are taken from Merriam-Webster online.  www.merriam-webster.com/ 

4. All other applicable sources are noted as they appear. 
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Why Contextual Studies? 

There is such a need in the world today to take the Word of God in the context it was originally 

given.  Paul exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason 

that men and women have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not 

understood and taught in the context written, then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to 

deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if you isolate one verse from its 

context.  For example: 

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Mark 10:9 This verse, if 

isolated from its context, can take on a different understanding.  If you isolate it, you could 

basically teach that it was a sin for someone to cut a tree down since it was God who made that 

tree.   

As a matter of fact, denominations are built upon wrong understandings of scripture.  Man’s 

opinion and interpretation has cause many people to be led astray.   

During the time that Paul mentioned to Timothy to study, all they had was the Old Testament 

scrolls.  Not everyone had access to the scriptures.  This is why synagogues were so important 

during that time.  There is some evidence to suggest that Ezra was responsible for synagogues to 

be constructed.  Paul no doubt had spent 3 years in Arabia and Damascus searching these scrolls 

with a brand new mind and heart.  No doubt God revealed unto Paul the mysteries and deep 

understandings of the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary.   

Rightly Divide?   

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with 

such boldness.  All scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to 

compare scripture with scripture so that we arrive at the correct understanding.  Satan brought 

the word of God to Jesus during the temptation in the wilderness.  Satan quoted scripture, but it 

was taken completely out of its context.  He used Psalm 91:11-12.  Although the verse is true 

that God will give His angels charge concerning us, this scripture gives no instruction for a man 

to just jump off of the pinnacle of the temple.  The promise is for those who find themselves 

precariously in this situation unaware.  For someone to knowingly and willingly jump or cast 

themselves down would be attempting to commit suicide and would find themselves tempting 

God.  So Jesus reveals unto satan the error in this by quoting another verse of scripture to correct 

the wrong understanding, or actually, correct Satan’s deliberate attempt to twist the scripture.  He 

quoted Deuteronomy 6:16.  
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All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works.  2 Timothy 3:16-17.   

This verse reveals some amazing things!  It declares to us that the understanding of scripture is 

accomplished by comparing it to other passages of scripture.  We can have correct understanding 

of verses by simply comparing them to other verse of scripture.  Our doctrine should be based 

upon, not only the word of God, but the correct understanding of it.   

Not Ashamed? 

A workman that is rightly dividing the word of truth should need not to be ashamed.  In other 

words, a man/woman who studies, soon becomes a workman in the word of God.  A workman is 

toiler, figuratively, a teacher: --laborer, worker(-man). Most importantly, a man/woman who will 

search the scriptures sufficiently as to be able to correctly divide the word of Truth will become a 

man/woman approved of God.  There is no shame in making a stand on scripture when you have 

studied it and compared scripture with scripture to arrive at the correct understanding.  Great 

boldness can be obtained by this and God expects those who handle the word of God in any 

capacity to do so rightly as we will give an account in the day of Judgment.   

The great doctrines in the word of God can be found again and again!  For example, blood 

sacrifice for sin, justification, faith, eternity, grace, mercy, apostasy, sin, judgment, and the 

coming of the Lord are all doctrines that are found throughout the pages of scripture. 

How shall we study the scriptures?   

Is there an improper way?  Why do we at times struggle so much with understanding scripture?  

The answer to this question may be a little simpler than we may think.  If we read the word of 

God with a preconceived idea about doctrine, then we will have a hard time comprehending it 

and become frustrated in the process, that is, if that preconceived idea is unscriptural.   

I honestly believe the proper way to studying the scriptures is with an open mind.  When verses 

of scripture seem to reveal certain characteristics about God, His word or doctrine, then we must 

not cast them aside, but compare our current understanding based upon other scriptures.  Clearly 

stated scriptures will definitely settle most disputes about others that seem to declare something 

different.   

Hebrew and Greek? 

As we already know, the Old Testament scriptures were written in Hebrew, while the New 

Testament scriptures were written in Greek.  There will definitely arise instances where you will 

have to dive into Hebrew and Greek word studies in order to capture the intention of the 

scriptures. 
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For example: 

Exodus 24:10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved 

work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

John 1:18 For no man hath seen God at any time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

How do we reconcile these scriptures?  A careful study of the words “saw” in Hebrew and 

“seen” in Greek settle the conflict that seems to exist between these two scriptures. 

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we 

must let the word say what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow 

the word to change us!   

 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 

truth: for thou has magnified ty word above all thy name.  Psalm 138:2 

 

…Let God be true, but every man a liar.  Romans 3:4 
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General information on The Epistle of James 

Author: James, the brother of Jesus.  There are three men by the name of James who became 

followers of Jesus.  History records James’ death as being challenged by the religious rulers of 

Jerusalem to discourage people from trusting in Jesus.  They place him at the pinnacle of the 

temple so that all can hear.  When James further preaches to the people that Jesus is the very 

Christ, the angry Pharisees cast him off the pinnacle of the temple to kill him.  When he rises to 

his knees after falling, he prays “I beg of you, Lord God our Father, forgive them!  The do not 

know what they are doing.”  The Pharisees on the ground began to stone him.  History records 

that James died with a single blow of a fuller’s club that was used to beat clothes.   

Audience: This letter was written to the twelve tribes, i.e. the Jews who were born again in the 

gospel of Jesus Christ preached by the apostles and faithful ministers.   

Date written: Some scholars date the original letter to 56-62 AD while others date it as early as 

49 AD.  Due to the wording in 1:1, it is probable that the letter was written just prior to the 

disbursement of Israel from their homeland, which took place in 70 A.D.  This was prophesied 

by Jesus when He declared that there would not be left one stone upon another which shall not be 

torn down.  See Matthew 24.   

Purpose: This letter from James is quite amazing.  The purpose of this epistle from the Holy 

Spirit is to reveal unto the believers the root of doublemindedness and the fruit of 

doublemindedness.  Being double minded causes us to be controlled based upon whatever way 

the spiritual wind is blowing at the time.  Many of us have fallen into this category at one point 

in our Christian lives.  In this letter, James deals with how doublemindedness effects every area 

of our walk with the Lord.  Our faith to obtain answers to prayer, our tongue, riches, the loss of 

our souls after we are born again, all of these things mentioned are effected by 

doublemindedness.   

Introductory Comments: As we have briefly mentioned, James, the writer of this epistle, was 

obviously not the son of Zebedee due to the fact that he was martyred in Acts 12, which was 

years before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D, which dispersed the nation of Israel from 

their land.  

The Jewish portion of the church was still bombarded with the struggle of trying to live 

according to the Law and accept Jesus Christ by faith.  According to Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians, both cannot coexist.   

James gives unto his brethren practical instructions in this letter.  Lessons for the rich, the 

doubleminded, those who are sick and lessons on Christian morality.   
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1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 

scattered abroad, greeting. 
Commentary:  
James, the brother of Jesus.  This is not James the son of Zebedee for at least one reason.  This letter is 
written to his people; the Jews, i.e., the twelve tribes.  “Twelve tribes” encompasses all tribes of Israel. 
The words “scattered abroad” can be looked at as either of the following: the persecution of the church 
which dispersed Christians throughout Asia Minor, or the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. that 
removed Israel as a whole from their homeland. The latter cannot be the case if history is correct that this 
James was martyred prior to 70 AD.  The brother of John was martyred by King Herod in Acts chapter 
12.  Next, James makes a clear separation between the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  James has 
been regarded as the pastor or apostle to the church in Jerusalem.  Plainly in Acts 15 and 21 we see the 
reasons for this claim.  Maybe the reason why this James was so influential in Jerusalem was he was the 
half-brother of our Lord. Ultimately, God calls men to accomplish His work and raises them for His 

purpose. 

1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  
Commentary: 
James dives right into this epistle concerning how we should live our lives after we are born again.  How 
can we look at “divers, i.e., various types” of temptations and count it joy? The end result of trials is a 
patience that is developed with us so settling that we may look to the remainder of our Christian 
experience with a rock solid faith!  James will confirm this in 1:4. The trial from the enemy is meant to 
destroy your faith in God.  The idea here is this; what the devil intended to accomplish through trying 
your faith will work out to your becoming so settled in faith in God that nothing moves you!   

 

1:3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  
Commentary: 
This verse is obviously in reaction to the persecution that Christians were having to face because of their 
faith in Jesus Christ.  This verse must be viewed outside of human thinking in order to be grasped.  If we 
compare verse 2 with verse 3, we must arrive at the fact that “divers temptations” are sent by the enemy 
to “try” or destroy our faith.  How can anything bad produce something good in us? Verse 4 will reveal 
this.   

  

1:4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 

nothing.  
Commentary: 
The word “patience” comes from G5281, pronounced hoop-om-on-ay’, which means: cheerful 
endurance, constancy: -- enduring, patience, patient continuance.  Temptations are all temporary.  They 
are temporary because they come from “Satan;” a temporary being. Nothing Satan has is everlasting!  
Patience is a constant characteristic developed within each child of God that is produced by temptation, a 
temporary attack.  Once patience is developed within you, it is a foundational characteristic that will 
benefit you in all aspects of your Christian life.  Hence the phrase “lacking nothing.” 

 

1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  
Commentary: 
This verse is, in my opinion, one of the greatest promises in the word of God.  God has promised to give 
wisdom freely to all who ask.  The word “liberally” simply means bountifully!  What a promise!  If God 

CHAPTER 1 
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has promised this wisdom bountifully to all of us, then we should not have a problem asking in full 
assurance of faith!  The word “upbraideth” comes from G3679, pronounced on-i-did’-zo, which means: 
to defame, i.e. rail at, chide, taunt: --cast in teeth, reproach, revile. With that understanding, the Holy 
Spirit through James is declaring that if we ask of God for wisdom, and do not rail at His promise, chide 
or taunt or even defame it, then God will give the wisdom we asked.  There is also the idea here that God 
gives His wisdom to all men liberally, but His wisdom is railed at, it is wrestled or defamed at, and 
therefore, not received.  This is mostly because men already have a false assumption of godly wisdom, 
and this assumption fights against the truth of God’s word so that.  This is one of the greatest reasons 
why sound doctrine is so unpopular.  Sound doctrine changes us, while man’s doctrine seeks to 
reinterpret God’s word.       

 

1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea 

driven with the wind and tossed.  
Commentary: 
Along with the idea of upbraiding in the previous verse, James adds the word wavering in this verse.  The 
word “wavereth” comes from G1252, pronounced dee-ak-ree’-no, which means to separate thoroughly, 
i.e. to withdraw from or oppose, hesitate, contend, doubt, stagger, waver. Ask in faith.  No wavering.  No 
vacillating from believing God one minute, and doubting Him the next.  This is how all the promises of 
God come to us.  We must have a faith that refuses to give in to sight.  Faith believes God, not the 
circumstances that are before us, or else it is not faith.  Wavering in our faith is in comparison to waves 
of the sea which move based upon the blowing of the wind.  These waves are in likeness to our 
circumstances.  Depending on them, they can move our faith if we allow them to.  Genuine faith is 
anchored in the word of God.  If you believe what God has promised you, then you will believe it and not 
what is taking place before your eyes. 
 

1:7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  
Commentary:  
Not only will a man of wavering faith find himself without the promise he asked the Lord for, but he 
should be made aware what has caused him to be unable to receive from God.  This same wavering will 
cause him to be destitute of all things God promises simply because of his wavering faith; which in reality 
is not faith. 

 

1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.  
Commentary: 
The root of wavering faith is defined here as double-minded.  The word “double minded” comes from 
G1374, pronounced dip’-soo-khos, which means two-spirited, i.e. vacillating (in opinion or purpose): --
double minded.  A double minded man will oscillate between two different things and in doing so will 
reap nothing.  This carries the same explanation as verse 6 in that a double minded person rocks and 
reels to and fro.  Being double minded is very easily spotted.  It cannot be hid. The double minded are 
strong in faith one minute, but the next are doubting God’s promise.  This man cannot receive of God 
simply because his faith is not genuine.  This type of oscillating mind is the root of all instability in a 
person’s life.  Shall we say then that a single minded man is stable in all of his ways?  This truth must be 
proclaimed and understood. We cannot afford to revert back to oscillating between faith and unbelief.   
 

1:9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:  
Commentary: 
Now the Spirit of God seems to change to the subject of humility.  “Low degree” comes from G5011 
pronounced tap-i-nos’, which means depressed, humiliated, base, cast down, humble, of low degree, 
lowly.  God is not against exalting a man, but only in the sense that He will do the promoting.  Promotion 
comes from humility.   
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1:10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass 

away.  
Commentary: 
Why should the rich rejoice in there being humbled?  Because none of us are taking any of it with us.  The 
flower in the grass seems to show a rising up and becoming noticed above the grass much like the rich 
seem to rise above the poor and are more noticed.  In the long run, we are all leaving the walks of this 
life.  In eternity when we stand before God, those riches will not only mean nothing in comparison, but 
the rich will have to answer to God for how they used the resources God enabled them with.  The riches 
may wind up becoming more of a scourge than a blessing.  
 

1:11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the 

flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man 

fade away in his ways.  
Commentary:  
This verse reveals the fast fleeting pace of life and the fact that life is a vapor.  Life is here today, gone 
tomorrow.  Riches are so coveted after but the reality that all in eternity are the same.  Riches will not 
matter.  The rich are so elevated, pampered, and influential in this world.  The rich man will be measured 
as everyone else in eternity.   
 

1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
Commentary: 
In this verse, we see the blessing of enduring temptation, while in verse 15 we see the destruction of 
giving in to temptation.  First of all, temptation is not sin!  Some feel the need to repent for even being 
tempted.  Jesus was tempted in all manners like as we are, yet without sin!  Hebrews 4:15. The weapon 
against falling to temptation, or the secret of enduring temptation, is found in Hebrews 4:16.  This verse 
gives a promise of those who are tried and endure, that they will receive.  No one has to fall to 
temptation.  No one has to enter into the sin that temptation attempts to pull us into.  It is our choice.  We 
will see in the following verses what takes place once sin is committed by the child of God.   
 

1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 

with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  
Commentary: 
This verse reveals so much about God the Father.  Temptation does not come from God.  This verse 
declares to us that God is so much higher than to use such a despicable thing as evil to accomplish his 
purpose in our lives.  Some people struggle with verses of scripture like 1 Samuel 16:14 and want to say 
that God institutes temptation or sends evil things.  That is not the correct understanding of those verses.  
This verse clearly states that God does not send Satan or any of his cohorts to tempt man.  There is 
something else interesting here; “God cannot be tempted.”  This verse, once understood, is evidence of 
the trinity.  God cannot be tempted with evil but did you not know that Jesus was led of the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil?  Matthew 4:1. This verse is clear that it is God the father who 
cannot be tempted.  Jesus, the Son of God was tempted.  How do we reconcile this verse if the Oneness 
teaching is true?  It’s plain, the Godhead is Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 
 

1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  
Commentary: 
The verse starts out very clear; every man is tempted.  Some want to say that man can get to a place 
where he is no longer tempted.  The bible doesn’t teach this.  The words “drawn away” really need to be 
noticed.  Is it even possible to be drawn away?  The answer is yes of course!  “Drawn way” comes from 
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G1828, pronounced ex-el’-ko, which means to drag forth, i.e. (figuratively) to entice (to sin): --draw 
away.  The greater question is this; what is Satan trying to draw us away from?   
The phrase “of his own lust.” This phrase gives the intention that temptation is due to the devil knowing 
each individual’s personal weaknesses and using them to cause him to be “drawn away.”   
 

1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death.   
Commentary: 
Temptation comes by way of lust. Lust wars in a person’s members.  Once lust wars in our members, it 
will not be long until sin is committed, unless that person goes unto the Lord for the way of escape.  Satan 
attempts to lure the child of God by placing the bait with the hook just like a fisherman.  The lust is 
conceived first.  This verse has two phrases in it that puts you in mind of the birth of a baby; “conceived” 
and “bringeth forth.”  Satan desires to birth sin in you first, and that sin, once committed is like a seed 
which will bring forth death in you.  Bringeth forth death?  What kind of death?  Aren’t we all going to 
die?  Death will come to every one of us regardless of whether we are saved or lost.  If James was 
referring to a physical death (which all will face from the least to the greatest), then why warn us to not 
err?  The death mentioned in this verse is referring to spiritual death.  Spiritual death is and has always 
been the purpose or wages of sin. This verse totally destroys the false doctrine of unconditional eternal 
security.  Here’s why.  Adam and Eve were warned that “in the day ye eat thereof, ye shall surely die.”  
Many have misinterpreted that scripture to refer to physical death, but this is not a correct 
understanding.  Physical death followed due to spiritual death entering first.  Spiritual death is what 
caused Adam and Eve to be driven from the garden.  Some have argued that salvation cannot be lost 
through sin, but consider what the scripture is teaching right here in this verse.  Does sin still have the 
same devastating effects on a child of God as it has always had?  Another question would be; does sin 
have the same effects on a child of God as it does a sinner?  According to this verse, sin will still bring 
forth spiritual death to the child of God as it did with Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden.  The words 
“and sin, when it is finished” carries the connotation that sin’s destructive and deadly power is 
progressive, meaning that sin has a process unto death.  In other words, it does not destroy on impact, but 
eats slowly like a cancer.  It slowly breaks down the spirit in a child of God just like cancer slowly eats 
away at the organs.  This is why John said “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If the child of God sins, and they will come unto the 
Lord and ask for forgiveness and cleansing, then the blood of Jesus Christ will purge out that sin and stop 
its destructive nature within the child of God.  
 

1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.   
Commentary: 
James issues a vital warning here.  The word “err” comes from G4105 pronounced plan-ah’-o, which 
means to roam (from safety, truth, or virtue): --go astray, deceive, err, seduce, wander, be out of the way.  
If we are “eternally secure” then why would James deliver such a power set of verses here?  Why would 
the Holy Spirit direct James to write such a thing?  We need to pay very close attention to these verses.  
The words “do not err” arrests me; it grips my heart so strongly!  This verse declares not only a warning, 
but a reality that spiritual death can occur in the life of a Christian.  This verse should be considered 
along with James 5:19-20.  As in the garden of Eden, spiritual death led to physical death.  Similarly, 
spiritual death led to the death of the soul.  This is the reason why Jesus had to die upon the cross!  These 
verses along with James 5:19-20 settles the matter of unconditional eternal security.   
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1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 

Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.   
Commentary: 
This verse speaks of the nature of gifts that are from above.  The gifts of God are of the same nature as 
the one who gave them.  God is good and perfect.  The “father of lights” along with the rest of the verse 
following, teaches us that God the father is the source of light!  He has no variableness, i.e., no changing 
or varying.  This means that God does not change!  He and His gifts are the same as they’ve always been, 
the same way that God does not change.  The phrase “shadow of turning” reveals two things to us.  First 
of all, light cannot cast forth shadows simply because the light is the source.  In order for shadows to 
appear, an object must block a portion of the light.  “Shadow of turning” puts me in mind of a strobe 
light in the sense that the light shines, but the light rays turn and can be noticed because the light source 
moves.  This speaks of the unchangeableness of God!  This is the character of God.  He is faithful to the 
end.  To every generation, God will be the same! 
 

1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures.  
Commentary: 
It was the will of God the beget us by His word!  This is one of the good and perfect gifts mentioned 
above.  The words “firstfruits of his creatures” is in reference to the redemption plan of God.  The child 
of God who has been redeemed and raised in newness of life in Christ is the firstfruits!  Out of all that 
God has planned to redeem, the church is the beginning!  We shall see throughout the word of God that 
the Lord will redeem the earth that has been cursed due to sin.  The words “a kind of” speaks of the type 
and kind that this firstfruit will be like.  Everything that is of God takes upon themselves His character in 
some shape, form or fashion.  The believer manifests God’s touch in their lives by their nature being 
transformed into a divine nature at the new birth.  We are not of the devil anymore.  We are a kind of 
firstfruits of His creatures. We will show forth in our lives who our father is.   
 

1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

wrath:  
Commentary: 
Now James declares some of the character traits that should be evident in our lives to show forth that 
God is the lord of our lives.  We should listen twice as much as we speak.  James will dive deep into the 
subject on the tongue later in this epistle to declare its wickedness and unruliness.  If we are slow to 
speak, then it means that we have control over our tongue.  Conversely so, if our tongue runs away with 
us then the tongue can stir up a world of wrath and cause a person to take his wrath upon someone else.  
This verse teaches us that the tongue is connected with the temper.  If you control the tongue, then you 
control the temper.   
 

1:20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.  
Commentary: 
This verse is so true.  The wrath of man is never in line with God’s character.  When man unleashes his 
wrath, he has become so controlled by his anger that he is no longer in control and the devil takes control 
and works all manner of evil through him.  This is why our anger cannot work the righteousness of God.  
Proverbs 25:28 teaches us what happens when a man loses control over his own spirit.  He becomes a 
man without walls and is subject to anything the enemy brings in!  This should teach us that the wrath of 
man should be avoided at all costs. 
 

  



The Book of James 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 
14 

1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with 

meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.  
Commentary: 
James continues his teaching of this “kind of firstfruits.”  The words “lay apart” means to put away, cast 
off.  Filthiness (moral dirtiness) and superfluity (super-abundance) of naughtiness (wickedness).  The 
word “engrafted” means “implanted.”  When we lay aside all of this wickedness of the world, we can 
receive the engrafted word that is able to save our souls.  This verse loudly and clearly speaks of 
repentance that must be present prior to salvation.  Many people have problems with this, but this is 
God’s way of salvation.  We have to put off the old coat before we can put on the new.   The verses 
following will reveal to us how we are to receive this engrafted word. 
 

1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  
Commentary: 
“Doer” means performer.  Many in this generation of the church would call this works.  This is simple 
obedience.  There is a great difference between works and obedience.  Anytime someone tries to teach 
someone to walk in obedience, some who hold a particular doctrine will accuse the person of trying to 
work their way to heaven.  This is foolish!  We are exhorted here to obey the word.  This is the second of 
many lessons James will teach in this epistle that will echo Jesus’ teachings in the gospels.  See Matthew 
7:24-27.  Lastly, if we hear the word and do not obey it, we are blinding our own selves.  Its sad to say, 
but most deception in the world is self-deception.  The following verses tell us exactly what James means 
by being a “doer” of the word. 
 

1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 

natural face in a glass:  
Commentary: 
In this verse the spiritual “hearer” is compared to a natural “seer.”  As the man sees himself in a mirror, 
the spiritual man sees how he measures to the word of God.  The man looks in the mirror because he 
wants an honest reflection of himself.  The word of God does the same with our inner man.  We see the 
condition of our inner man when we look into the law of liberty.  A person may not realize it, but 
everytime they read the word of God, the inner man looks at himself in the mirror.  The next verse reveals 
the tragedy of hearing only and not doing. 
 

1:24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner 

of man he was.  
Commentary: 
This verse describes the hearer only.  The natural man sees himself, walks away and immediately ignores 
what he has seen.  The truth hurts!  Man wants to see how great he is.  The greatest reason why most 
people do not read the bible is because they don’t like what God reveals to them in their own life.  When 
the man looked in the mirror, did he see bad things on his face? Regardless, he saw things that needed 
correction, but he did not correct what needed to be corrected.  This is a great example of how a person 
can read the word of God, see the error of their ways, and put the bible down and ignore the need for 
correction that was revealed unto them. 
 

1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 

a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  
Commentary: 
This verse describes the doer.  The law of liberty is the spiritual mirror.  He looks into the perfect law of 
liberty and as the man looking in the mirror, he looks into the word of God, sees the corrections that need 
to be made in his life, makes the corrections and walks in obedience and submission to God’s word.  
Again, some would call this works, but it is simple obedience. 
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1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 

his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.  
Commentary:  
There is a great difference between seeming to be religious and actually possessing salvation.  Here, the 
control of the tongue, reveals whether or not a man is saved.  This reveals whether a man desires to walk 
and to please God.  Many have an issue with not being able to distinguish between works and obedience.  
Some people have a problem with anyone attempting to walk in a way that pleases God and would say 
that the person is attempting to work their way to heaven.  This is a false assumption.  If you love the 
Lord, then you will obey Him. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 

1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.  
Commentary: 
“Pure religion” is in reference to the bible way of living for God.  When a person’s heart is right with 
God, they will have a heart of service for Him.  This is why it is said over and over, that obedience to the 
will of God is a sign that a person’s heart is right with God.   The fatherless and widows are those who 
obviously have lost loved ones dear unto them and have a void in their lives.  It is an expectation of the 
Lord for us to visit those who are in need.  Notice this void in the fatherless and widows is called an 
affliction.  The word affliction comes from G2347 pronounced thlip’-sis, which means pressure, anguish, 
burdened, persecution, tribulation, trouble.  It is our responsibility as Christians to ease the affliction of 
those who are afflicted this way.  The affliction being referred to is the void; the loneliness that results. 
The presence of the christian to visit that person in affliction works like a medicine because it is 
loneliness that afflicts the person.  Finally, James declares the purity of the believer with the words “keep 
himself unspotted from the world.”  Again, the church world would say that this is an attempt at works or 
even say this such is impossible.  James reveals here that pure religion will cause a person to walk 
upright before God.  This again is simple obedience to God and shows forth, not your attempt to work 
salvation, but your love and commitment to God.  

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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CHAPTER 2 

2:1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 

respect of persons.  
Commentary:  
First of all, James exhorts the brethren to not conduct the living of their Christian lives preferring 
particular people over others.  This verse gives us the understanding that James had learned that God 
had not looked at the Jews any different that the Gentiles.  Therefore, we should do the same.  This gospel 
is for every one of us.  Here we have a tremendous insight into the character of God.  While we see that 
God does not desire us to respect persons, some doctrines teach that God has destined some people to 
Heaven (regardless of what they do) while others to Hell (regardless of what they do).  This is a false 
understanding of predestination.  If God has foreordained some to Heaven and others to Hell, before they 
ever have an opportunity to say yes or no to Him, then why is He, in this verse, exhorting us to be without 
partiality?  The reason is simple.  God is no respecter of persons.  God so loved the world.  He is not 
willing that any should perish but that all come to repentance.  See 2 Peter 3:9. 
 

2:2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and 

there come in also a poor man in vile raiment;  
Commentary:  
This verse along with verse 2 and 3 shows an example of the previously established truth about God.  
God is no respecter of persons, then neither should we be.  The words “your assembly” most likely refers 
to a place where the saints gather for to worship God as we do today in our churches.  A person with a 
gold ring and goodly apparel is no doubt referring to someone of wealth while the other in vile raiment is 
obviously descriptive of a poor man. 
 

2:3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou 

here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:  
Commentary:  
If we treat one person differently than someone else based upon their appearance, then we have done 
damage to both parties and ourselves as well.  Here’s why.  If you show favoritism to someone who is lost 
and undone, then you are potentially placing within that unbeliever that the God you serve is the same 
way.  This damages God’s character.  Also, if you esteem the wealthy man above the poor then you are 
potentially placing the idea within them that God is the same way and could lead to that person not 
coming to the Lord.  Lastly, it damages you.  Verse 9 clears this whole matter.  Bottom line is if we 
respect persons then we sin! 
 

2:4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?  
Commentary: 
If you have become partial in yourselves, then you have committed sin.  See verse 9.  A judge cannot be 
partial if he is going to judge rightfully.  A judge of evil thoughts will never judge rightfully.  This is why 
America’s statue of justice has her eyes blindfolded.  Her judgment is just because nothing but the facts 
can move her judgment.  When we become partial, then the person becomes the influence instead of the 
facts or truth.   
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2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in 

faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?  
Commentary: 
“Hearken” is a strong command here to listen. This verse also shows that this world’s riches can cause 
unbelieving man to be drawn away from faith in God because he seemingly has no need for anything.  
The poor however, know they cannot trust in riches or anything else, therefore their faith is in  God to 
help provide for them.  And finally those who are rich in faith are heirs of the kingdom.  This “heir” gives 
us the idea that the poor may not be able to trust in this worlds riches, but they have an inheritance and 
God will supply all of their needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus!  Hallelujah! 
 

2:6 But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the 

judgment seats?  
Commentary: 
James now will show them the reality rejecting the poor and showing partiality to the rich.  You reject the 
poor, those who exhibit the attributes that show forth faith in God.  The very ones who you are showing 
partiality to, will turn and rend you if they get the opportunity.  They will draw you before judgment seats 
so that they can wiggle the judge into settling the dispute by you giving over your money to them to make 
them richer.  The rich are never satisfied.   
 

2:7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?  
Commentary: 
So in verse 6, James reveals the attacks that the rich are capable of doing to man.  In this verse, he 
reveals the truth that the rich would even speak evil of the name of Jesus that we are saved by!  Why? 
Riches will draw a man so far away from God that his allegiance is to nothing but his riches. 
 

2:8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself, ye do well:  
Commentary:  
I’ve never noticed this verse before as such, but the Lord gave this commandment so that we show no 
partiality between ourselves and anyone else.  God is against showing favoritism and expects us to love 
everyone the same as He does.  Again, some teach that God has destined some to Heaven, while others to 
Hell.  This is error.  God created us all in His likeness and image and expects us to be impartial. 
 

2:9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as 

transgressors.  
Commentary: This verse needs no explanation.  It is very plain to understand.  The trouble though is how 
people do not relate this to the character of God.  The question that must be asked is this; if God picks 
and chooses beforehand who goes to Heaven and who goes to Hell (I am referring to the unscriptural 
teaching of predestination), then why would He ask you and I to not be partial to men?  Why would the 
Lord ask us to not have respect to persons?  He goes further with the words “ye commit sin.”  The 
unscriptural teaching that I previously mentioned is dangerously close to saying that God sins!  We had 
better take heed to the things we teach. 
 

2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.  
Commentary: 
If a man attempts to keep the whole law and offends (errs) in one point is guilty.  James uses the word 
“offend” a few times in this epistle.  The word “offend” comes from G4417 pronounced ptah’-yo, which 
means to trip, i.e. (figuratively) to err, sin, fail (of salvation): -- fall, offend, stumble.   



The Book of James 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 
18 

2:11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no 

adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.  
Commentary: 
So James is using the idea here that even though a person may be clean of the sin of adultery, he can still 
be labeled a transgressor if he kills someone.  The law does not discriminate.  Failure of one point is 
failure of all. 
 

2:12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.  
Commentary: 
This verse lends evidence to the truth that our words should be as pure as our daily walk in righteousness 
and true holiness.  The words “law of liberty” sound like a contradiction of terms.  Law is seen as rules 
that are binding, while Liberty is freedom.  This law is not in reference to the Law of Moses, i.e., the Ten 
Commandments or Old Testament Law.   
 

2:13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy 

rejoiceth against judgment.  
Commentary: 
This verse is very interesting.  It declares to us the truth that “we shall reap what we have sown.”  If we 
have shown mercy, we will be shown mercy.  If we haven’t, then H will show forth judgment without 
mercy.  This is very humbling a thought.  We must take heed to this admonition. 
 

2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 

works? can faith save him?  
Commentary: 
Now James will change to the subject of faith without works.  What kind of profit is there in a faith that is 
destitute or void of works?  Can we even say we have faith? He ends this verse with the truth that faith 
alone cannot save anyone.  This is obvious.  A person cannot simply believe in God or His Son Jesus 
Christ and be saved.  That faith must be joined with an act of obedience and repentance.  
 

2:15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,  
Commentary: 
James breaks forth into a practical example.  His example shows forth a speaking of something without 
actually providing what you’ve declared.  This is foolish.   
 

2:16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 

notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it 

profit?  
Commentary: 
It’s easy to say these things. However, speaking these things only will not accomplish getting the needs 
met.  There must be a providing of these things.  This is the example James uses in order to show how 
strange it is to say you believe, but do not show forth any fruit of obedience to God. 
 

2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  
Commentary:  
James uses his example in verse 16 to drive home the point that this verse teaches.  Some may question if 
this teaching of faith and works is contrary to Paul’s teaching of “by grace are ye saved…not of works 
lest any man should boast,” but it is not.  James is using the word “works” here to describe the activity 
on our part in this wonderful plan of salvation.  If you believe something, that belief will drive you to act 
upon it.  For example, a person can believe in God, but if they never pray then their faith is not coupled 
or joined with “works” in order to accomplish answered prayer.  James will compare the necessity of 
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joining faith and works to the necessity of joining the body and spirit in a few verses to further drive his 
point home. 
 

2:18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 

works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.  
Commentary:  
In this verse we see that the proof of faith as evidenced by works.  In other words, Noah’s ark was 
evidence that he believed God.  The very existence of the ark spoke for Noah.  Noah didn’t have to try to 
convince anyone that he believed God because his ark spoke for him.  This has nothing to do with works 
of righteousness.  Works of righteousness is man’s attempt to be pleasing to God in his  own ways, merit, 
plans, and methods etc., which will fail in all attempts.  The only price God can accept is the price that 
was paid for us by Jesus’ sinless sacrifice on the cross!  The works mentioned here are obviously in 
reference to man’s response to God’s dealing with him.  Another example: If the word of God says to 
repent, which it does, then the only correct response is to repent.  It boils down to obedience.  Repentance 
is man’s response to the Holy Spirit’s dealing with our hearts.   
 

2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 

tremble.  
Commentary:  
Here is a prime example of believing in God but that type of faith cannot accomplish anything.  Genuine 
faith causes us to act upon the word of God, and in so doing, we will receive what it promises.  This verse 
clearly declares that Satan and the entire kingdom of darkness knows there is a God; they believe in God 
but their faith will not accomplish anything. Genuine faith requires a person to move; hence works is 
involved.  Hebrews 11:7 says by faith Noah…prepared and ark to the saving of his house…  Noah’s faith 
caused him to move or act upon the word revealed unto him. 
 

2:20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?  
Commentary:  
Can a person have faith, but that faith be a “dead faith?”  This verse reveals there is a “living faith” and 
a “dead faith.” The word “vain” comes from G2756 pronounced ken-os’, which means empty, vain.  The 
idea here is that, by calling him a “vain man,” James is addressing the man who has faith only.  
Continuing his thought by asking the question “Do you not understand that faith without works is dead?”   
 

2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son 

upon the altar?  
Commentary:  
James calls on Abraham as Paul did many times, in order to explain his point. The example here is that 
Abraham was justified by works, when he offered his son.  His faith in God caused him to act upon what 
God revealed to him.  His faith produced obedience!  This is the intention of all of God’s revealed word.  
Paul uses the phrase “justified by faith” while James uses this phrase “justified by works.”  Both phrases 
say the same thing but in different ways.  James’ example is faith, the same  as Paul’s examples, but 
James focuses on the actions that faith will produce, whereas Paul sticks with the focus on faith itself.  
Both are of faith and both will produce works.  The idea James gives is that obedience is the correct 
reaction to the word of God.  Obedience is how are supposed to we respond to God.   
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2:22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?  
Commentary:  
Very little explanation is needed here.  Faith was made perfect by the works that were generated from it!  
James make it plain that if you have real faith, then it will cause some “works” to produce within you.  If 
your faith isn’t producing works, then your faith is dead. 
 

2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 

imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.  
Commentary:  
So Abraham’s faith drove him to produce “works” or the correct response of obedience to God as it 
should in us!  The bible plainly says that Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness, however it implies that Abraham’s faith was a living faith which caused him to move 
accordingly.  He simply obeyed God and got out from among his kindred as God had asked him to do.  
Genesis 12:1. 
 

2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  
Commentary:  
So James declares now is purpose for stating the words of 2:17. Faith in God alone cannot accomplish 
saving our souls.  As we’ve previously established, faith must be joined with works (obedience). 

 

2:25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the 

messengers, and had sent them out another way?  
Commentary:  
James brings up another example of how a living faith produces the correct response to the word of God.  
Rahab was justified by works (obedience) when she hid the spies who came into Jericho and declared that 
God would give them the city.  She had already heard about this God of the Israelites and how powerful 
He was!  Her “works” justified her. 
 

2:26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.  
Commentary:  
The last example James will use to seal up his lesson on faith and works is the reality of the human being.  
Man is made up of body, soul and spirit.  The truth is that death of a person is actually outward evidence 
that the inner man (the spirit of man) has left the body.  Once the spirit is gone, the body dies.  In order 
for the body to remain alive, the spirit must abide within that body.  Likewise, faith cannot remain a living 
faith unless it is coupled with works. 
 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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CHAPTER 3 

3:1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 

condemnation.  
Commentary: 
The words “be not many masters” means do not be a teacher or instructor to many people. The reason is 
this; if you don’t teach the truth, then your error will cause great destruction to all who take heed to your 
teaching.  Greater condemnation” speaks to us that, in causing many to err because of our false teaching, 
we will incur greater judgment because of it!  This is why the teacher is part of the five-fold ministry in 
Ephesians 4.  It is an anointed office.  We must be anointed by the Holy Spirit to teach the word of God, 
and we must study to show ourselves approved unto God. A workman of the word!  

 
3:2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 

man, and able also to bridle the whole body.  
Commentary: 
The word “offend” comes from G4417 pronounced ptah’-yo, which means to trip, i.e. (figuratively) to 
err, sin, fail (of salvation): -- fall, offend, stumble.  If we can guard ourselves from becoming an offence 
in our speech, then we have become a child of God that is consecrated.  This describes to us the impact 
our words have in relationship to our walk with the Lord; meaning if we can control our tongue, then we 
have tapped into a power that is able to keep us from committing sins in the flesh. This not only is in 
relation to doctrinal error, but also lies spoken deliberately and also words spoken in anger, frustration 
or envying and strife in verse 16.  This verse tells us that the tongue can be tamed but man cannot tame it.  
God is the only one who can!  If God abides in you then He is the wellspring and our tongue will flow out 
of us what is in the well!  Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

 
3:3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about 

their whole body.  
Commentary: 
James begins here with illustrations of how that small things can cause great impacts.  A bit placed in a 
horses’ mouth will turn the entire horses’ body.  Likewise, our tongue can not only turn us, but everyone 
we speak to.  The tongue can influence people.  James is showing the teacher in verse 1 the reality that 
their wrong teaching will have.  A preachers or teacher’s words can turn the direction of the whole 
congregation body. 

 
3:4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet 

are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.  
Commentary: 
James continues his thoughts on the size of the tongue but the impact it can have in our lives.   The 
governor of a ship is a small part of the ship, but is able to turn the entire ship. The ship’s governor is 
turned about by the captain who turns the helm.  So in effect, thousands of people on the ship are 
impacted by one man’s choice.  This is one of the most revealing illustrations of how our tongue can 
change the course of all who hear us.  Our words, doctrine, can turn the direction of people. Although 
James will refer to the destruction that the tongue can cause, this verse seems does not speak of the 
tongue in a negative way.  Only that it is a small thing that can impact greatly.  I believe this verse is an 
illustration that can reveal the influence of the tongue in a good way.  The reason I say this is due to the 
imagery used.  The ship is driven of fierce winds!  Fierce winds can cause devastation to the ship, but the 
helm will use those winds to take the ship away from destruction at sea.  
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3:5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a 

matter a little fire kindleth!  
Commentary: 
The tongue here is likened unto a match. It is a very small thing that can strike and start a colossal fire.  
Once the fire starts, it will burn everything. A little fire always becomes a big matter. 

 

3:6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that 

it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of 

hell.  
Commentary: 
This is an echo of Jesus’ words to the disciples in Mark 7:20-23.  The tongue is a “fire” gives us the idea 
that it cannot be satisfied.  Proverbs 30:15-16.  It is not quenched until it has destroyed everything 
including the person who is doing the speaking.  

 

3:7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is 

tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:  
Commentary: 
Very little explanation necessary here.  Mankind has been able to tame all of these creatures in this verse 
for the simple reason; God created man to have dominion over all things.  This is why man is able to do 
these things.  This leads us to consider why man cannot tame his own tongue.  The reason is because 
there is a power of sin that enslaves mankind.  Adam gave up his dominion over the serpent the devil in 
the garden of Eden.  This dominion the devil exercises over man now until he is born again.  Then the 
power of God is given to man to take back the dominion that was lost.  Satan should not have dominion 
over the Christian.  Sin should not have dominion over the Christian either.  If he does, it is because we 
have surrendered it to him. 
 

3:8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  
Commentary: 
Continuing the idea in this verse that the tongue cannot be controlled by man.  The tongue is unruly; 
meaning it is rebellious because it moves from the wickedness of the heart.  The deadly poison, James 
relates the tongue to the mouth of a viper or some other poisonous creature.  Death can be injected into 
someone if it is uncontrolled.  Next, James did not say the tongue could not be tamed; he just said that 
man could not tame it.  This presents our responsibility to ask God to do what we cannot do.  God can 
and will tame the tongue.   

 

3:9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made 

after the similitude of God.  
Commentary: 
This verse reveals to us that the tongue is not the source of blessing or curse, but the vehicle or the 
instrument that is used to reveal what is really in the heart.  With the tongue we can bless the Lord; which 
all of God’s people should continually do.  With the same tongue “we” curse men.  James is obviously 
using the word “we” to include himself with all of humanity, even though he himself was innocent of this 
claim but obviously had been at one point in his life.  The last part of this verse “which are made after the 
similitude of God” says to us in simple terms the following: if God created man and man in in the likeness 
of God, then we have no basis for cursing man because when we do, we are cursing God’s likeness.  
 

3:10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things 

ought not so to be.  
Commentary: 
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This verse continues James’ general theme of the epistle which is; double minded makes you vacillate in 
every area of your life.  Here he reveals that doublemindedness is revealed in being double-tongued.  He 
goes on to say that the single mouth should not be spilling forth good and bad.  Again, this is a sign of 
doublemindedness. 
 

3:11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?  
Commentary: 
This verse needs no explanation.  It is impossible for a fountain to bring forth sweet and bitter water.  In 
this verse, the mouth is compared to a fountain.  The sweet and bitter water is obviously compared to 
words of blessing and words of cursing.  This fountain is directly linked to a hidden well spring 
underneath the same as the tongue is directly linked to a hidden well of the heart.  If the heart is pure, 
then the tongue will reveal it.  If the heart is wicked, then the tongue will reveal that as well.  If the person 
is doubleminded, then blessing will come out one minute and cursing will come out the next.  
 

3:12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no 

fountain both yield salt water and fresh.  
Commentary: 
James continues his thought with a second example, only this time the example is with trees that are 
easily known but bear unusual fruit.  It’s obvious that a fig tree cannot bring forth olives.  Neither can a 
vine bring forth figs.  Now he brings home his point with the example of the fountain.  It is impossible for 
this fountain to bring forth different types of water.   
 

3:13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a 

good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.  
Commentary: 
Anyone who has wisdom and endued with knowledge should bear forth the fruit of it.  His speech; his 
conversation will be the means in which the wisdom and knowledge is evidenced.  Not only wisdom, but 
wisdom with meekness.  There are many people whose wisdom has caused them to become prideful.  This 
verse teaches not only to shew the fruit of wisdom and knowledge, but the manner in which it is shown.  
Meekness is a fruit of the spirit; not pride.  Meekness shows that the wisdom is pure.  
 

3:14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the 

truth.  
Commentary: 
Envying and strife within the heart of a person will change the slant of their wisdom and knowledge.  It 
will change a person’s interpretation of the truth, especially if the truth condemns their bitter envying and 
strife.  Lying against the truth, wrestling with the truth; i.e., the word of God, the revealing of truth from 
the Spirit of God, etc., is most often a result of the condition of the heart.  It’s one thing to have these 
things in your heart, but when the word of God reveals to us the wickedness of them, we should not lie 
against this truth and say we either don’t have these things in our hearts or worse, try to justify them or 
deem them to be harmless. 
 

3:15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  
Commentary: 
The words “this wisdom” is in reference to verse 14; bitter envying and strife.   This obviously teaches us 
that both traits mentioned are of Satan and should not be allowed to remain in our lives.  It is also 
described as sensual, meaning; it is the product of the flesh being stirred up.  And of course, if it is of the 
flesh, then it is not of God.  They that are in the flesh cannot please God. Ultimately, this kind of wisdom 
is devilish; it is demonic.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but ascends from Hell; from 
beneath. 
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3:16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.  
Commentary: 
1 Corinthians 14:33 – For God is not the author of confusion.  James reveals to us here that envying and 
strife is an environment where every evil and wicked thing that satan has, can be produced and carried 
out.  This can be illustrated in an example of a dead carcass.  Once an animal dies, the flesh immediately 
starts to decay.  The decaying flesh (carcass) becomes an environment that draws flies to it!  Once the 
flies are drawn to the decaying flesh, they come in, lay eggs and devour the carcass.   The carcass 
becomes an incubator for flies to thrive.   Other scavengers come as well.  Buzzards, ants, wolves 
etc.  Once we understand that envying and strife draws all of the armies of Hell toward us to do evil in 
and through us; we will make certain these things do not take up residence in our hearts. According to 1 
Corinthians 3, these things are signs of spiritual immaturity if they exist in a Christian’s life.   Notice 
lastly that this wisdom is devilish; i.e., demonic, burped out of Hell. 

 
3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 

intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  
Commentary: 
This verse needs very little explanation.  Unlike the nature of demonic wisdom, James reveals the 
character traits of Godly wisdom.  Godly wisdom is pure, which means; innocent, modest, chaste, clean. 
 

3:18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.  
Commentary: 
This verse is absolutely amazing once you see it in this context.  James has just described the fallout that 
comes from the wisdom of Hell.  Envying and strife open the portal to Hell for every evil work to be 
accomplished.  Likewise, the wisdom from above will open the door for God to perform His work in the 
earth.  So in the context James is teaching, here is the sum; the tongue is merely the waterspout. The well 
is where the water comes from.  If we have envying and strife in our hearts, then all the vomiting filth of 
Hell will proceed out of our mouth.  If we have the wisdom from above in us, then purity, peace, 
gentleness all other things listed in verse 17 will proceed forth.  Hallelujah! 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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CHAPTER 4 

4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 

lusts that war in your members?  
Commentary:  
From the teachings of Jesus, Paul and James that relate to this verse, there was obviously a truth that 
was understood in this time that is shrouded once again in darkness.  The reason for so many wicked 
things being manifest in people’s lives is because of inner wickedness and lusts that war in their 
members.  Jesus said it this way, from out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.  What 
comes out of the man defileth the man. Men attempting to fix their problems is much like a doctor trying 
to treat symptoms.  The symptoms are evidence of a certain sickness or disease.  The reason for the wars 
and fightings, James declares, is from a greater problem within the heart. As James continues, the 
problem is obviously sin. 
 

4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 

yet ye have not, because ye ask not.  
Commentary:  
This verse shows the tragedy of a sinner!  People bound by sin have the power of sin ruling within them 
and they are never satisfied.  “Ye lust, and have not” speaks of an itch that cannot be scratched enough 
to be soothed.  “Ye kill and desire to have, and cannot obtain” reveals another aspect of the 
unattainableness of sin.  Satan seemingly dangles the carrot close enough for the world to chase, but far 
enough away to keep them running.  The reality is that He’s riding their back and leading them into Hell!   

 

4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  
Commentary: 
This verse is speaking of our asking God for things that are driven by the lust of our hearts. This asking is 
led of a selfish desire and will not be answered.  The word “amiss” comes from G2560, pronounced kak -
oce’, which means badly, (physically or morally): --amiss, diseased, evil, grievously, miserably, sick, 
sore.  So James is basically saying that people are asking God for bad things, evil things, diseased things, 
miserable things.  God will not give us things that will harm us just like we will not give our children 
things that we know will harm them.  James gives the reason for the unanswered prayer with the words 
“that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 

 

4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 

with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.  
Commentary:  
By the rest of the words used in this verse, adulterers and adulteresses are most likely speaking of 
spiritual adultery instead of physical.  Friendship with the world is an echo of Jesus’ teachings to His 
disciples in John 15:19. We are in the world, but we are not to be of the world.  1 John 2:15. This verse 
reveals the condition of the world in the eyes of God.  Adulterers and adulteresses speak to the idea that a 
person is married to God but is cheating on Him by going to the world 

 

4:5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to 

envy?  
Commentary:  
Here we have an obvious continuance of the thoughts on spiritual adultery.  This verse is why I believe 
James is referring to spiritual adultery by the way this verse speaks.  I’m not sure where this scripture is 
located but the idea here is that the Spirit of God that is within us draws us close to God.  The word 
“lusteth” here is a different word than the words used for a negative sense of the word lust.  If you study 
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verse 1, you will find different Greek word for lust.  This word lusteth comes from G1971, pronounced ep-
ee-poth-eh’-o, which means to dote upon, i.e. intensely crave possession: desire (greatly) long (after).  
This Greek word is never used scripture in an evil way.  This simply means that God is a jealous God.  He 
does not want you to be His servant and the devil’s servant too.  The spirit draws us to total dependence 
upon Jesus.  God wants to be the One you run to for every need you have within your life.  God doesn’t 
want to share you with anyone. 

 

4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 

unto the humble.  
Commentary:  
This verse reveals the single greatest reason why some people receive of God, while others do not.  The 
verse quoted here is a rendering of Proverbs 3:34, 29:23 and is also quoted in 1 Peter 5:5.  Pride is a 
self-destructive characteristic that none of us should exhibit in our lives.  Proverbs 16:18 declares that 
pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.  He gives more grace unto those who 
are humble.  Psalm 34:18 speaks of a contrite spirit.  Pride shuts the door to God while humility opens 

the door of the heart to God. 
 

4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  
Commentary:  
This verse uses the word “therefore” which means that James continues the idea of humility and 
resistance.  This verse is the climax answer to the common theme and problem addressed in this entire 
epistle.  The common problem is doublemindedness.  It results from not fully giving submitting ourselves 
to God.  The answer is here.  We are commanded here to submit ourselves unto God, which is what 
humility will accomplish in us.  Humility will bring God’s undeserved favor to us.  Once that grace comes 
to us, it brings forth a desire in our hearts to submit ourselves to God.  Next we see what the submitting of 
ourselves to God will give unto us.  Serving God brings boldness to be able to resist the devil and all of 
his wicked desires he offers in order to bring us again unto bondage.  The word “resist” comes from 
G436, pronounced anth-is’-tay-mee, which means to stand against, i.e. oppose: --resist, withstand.  The 
last part of the verse lets us know that Satan will flee from us when we resist him.  The word “flee” 
G5343, pronounced fyoo’go, which means to run away; by implication, to shun; by analogy, to vanish: --
escape, flee (away). 

 

4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 

purify your hearts, ye double minded.  
Commentary:  
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.  Submit yourselves to God and resist the devil.  This is 
how we draw night to God.  Cleanse your hands” is James declaration to them to repent.  Many false 
teachers today say there is nothing God requires of us.  “Our hands” is in reference to wickedness we 
commit in the world.  Cleansing our hands speaks of the responsibility to “touch not the unclean thing 
and I will receive you.” 2 Corinthians 6:17.  James uses the word doubleminded again. As James reveals, 
being double minded is a heart problem.  As the command to cleanse the hands is to the sinner, the 
command to purify the heart is to the double minded.  Again, doublemindedness is summed up earlier as 
wavering back and forth between two things.  See notes on James 1:8. Finally, this verse should be 
compared to Psalm 24.  Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 

 

4:9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your 

joy to heaviness.  
Commentary: 
These things take us back to typical instructions from old testament prophets concerning repentance.  
Psalm 126:5 and many others. “Be afflicted” comes from G5003 pronounced tal-ahee-po-reh’-o, which 
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means the be wretched, i.e. realize one’s own misery.  This plainly speaks that man must admit he is a 
sinner and come before God confessing the truth of his error.  “Mourn” means to grieve or wail.  This 
comes from godly sorrow.  Godly sorrow will bring forth repentance.  This verse clearly tells us to come 
repenting of our ways, while the next verse tells us to come humbly.  This is the way every person should 
approach the Lord to be born again. 
 

4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.  
Commentary: 
This verse is another echo of Jesus’ teachings in the gospels.  Jesus said …whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.  Matthew 23:12 & Luke 14:11, 18:14.  
This is God’s way.  When we come before Him humbly confessing we have erred, He is so willing to 
forgive, cleanse, and make all things new.  Again, a broken and contrite spirit He will in no wise cast out.   
 

4:11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and 

judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the 

law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.  
Commentary: 
So after we have come to the Lord repenting with an humble heart, we should walk out the proof of our 
repentance by showing that we have put off the old man with his deeds.  The remainder of this verse is 
very revealing!  When you speak evil of someone, you are in reality judging them.  Also, how can 
someone judge the Law by judging his brother?  The answer is simpler than we may think.  God gave the 
Law because God is the lawgiver; i.e., judge.  When you judge someone, then you are placing yourself in 
the place of God because God is the judge.  If your judgment on someone is different than God’s Law, 
then you are judging the law because it is the Lord’s.  The truth is when we judge someone else, we really 
place ourselves in the crosshairs of God’s judgment.  Jesus said, judge not lest ye be judged.  For with 
whatsoever judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with whatsoever measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again.  Matthew 7:1-2. 
 

4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest 

another?  
Commentary: 
No explanation necessary here.  We have but one judge, and that is God Himself.  There is only one who 
is able to save and destroy; Justify or condemn.  Leave the judging to God.  James leaves this verse 
questioning the one who judges; if God is the Only Judge, where does that leave everyone else?  We are 
put back in our proper place, and that is, another face in the crowd who will be judged one day by the 
Lord, the same way everyone else will be. 
 

4:13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue 

there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:  
Commentary: 
The subject now seems to shift again.  Now James deals with those who trust that they will always have 
tomorrow.  This type of speech here seems to reveal that man attempts to make plans when in reality he 
has no power to add one day to his life.  This verse does not condemn mans attempt to get gain as I have 
misinterpreted before, but his idea to trust in tomorrow.  This is one of the greatest reasons why men go 
to Hell.  People simply believe they will always have another opportunity or that there will always be 
tomorrow.  James reveals here that we should not trust in tomorrow.  Life is way too short to put off 
anything, especially giving our lives unto the Lord.   
 

4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 

vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.  
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Commentary: 
We honestly do not know what shall be tomorrow.  As a matter of fact, we cannot even be certain about 
the remainder of today.  Our lives are very fragile and fleeting.  With every moment that passes, the most 
influential people in the world die the same way of every other man.  What is our life?  It is a vapour.  
The word “vapour” is G822 pronounced at-mece’, which means mist.  It comes from G109 which means 
to breather unconsciously, i.e. respire, by analogy, to blow) air.  In layman’s terms, life is as a breath.  As 
swiftly as you breath in and back out, the same is the swiftness and fleeting of life.  James reveals further 
the swift passing of a vapour with the phrase “that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  
The idea here is the vapour that is seen when exhaled from someone’s breath in the cool air.   
 

4:15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.  
Commentary: 
This verse is the correction of verse 13.  Instead of saying “let’s go into a city and abide there for a year 
and get gain,” we should rather say “If the Lord wills or permits it, then we will do it.  Verse 13 shows 
forth the will of man.  This places us back under submission to the will of God.   
 

4:16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.  
Commentary: 
Verse 13 also reveals the boasting of man.  Man always loves to boast about what he will accomplish in 
this life.  This type of boasting brought forth is evil.  This is evil because it is man’s pride revealed.  
You’re not going to boast if you do not have pride.  James has already dealt with humbling ourselves in 
the sight of the Lord.   
 

4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.  
Commentary: 
The conclusion of this lesson on man’s inability to do anything without God is summed up with this verse.  
When we attempt to proclaim that we can do anything without asking the Lord, we place ourselves in a 
very precarious position.  If we don’t know how long we will live, then why should we boast saying that 
we will do thus and so for a number of years?  This verse has been widely used because it is very true that 
knowing to but not doing good is sin.  However, in this context, James has already revealed the evil of 
doing things outside of the will of God (verse 13) and next boasting about it, and finally rejoicing in this 
boasting (verse 16) brings forth such an independence that is will result in the person walking away from 
serving God and living their lives as if the Will of God does not matter.  There is the idea here of things 
not done are sin.  Sin of omission is another way of saying this.  If you know what the will of God is and 
do live your life independently from it, this is sin. 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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CHAPTER 5 

5:1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.  
Commentary: 
Now James addresses the rich men from verse 1 unto verse 6 as to how their riches will rule them and 
lead to their much trouble in this world.  Money in itself is not evil, but the love of it is.  1 Timothy 6:10. 
Jesus spoke of money by using the word “mammon” in Matthew 6:24.  The word “mammon” comes from 
G3126 pronounced mam-mo-nas’ which means; from Chaldee origin (confidence, i.e. wealth, 
personified); mammonas, i.e. avarice (deified).  Avarice is defined as extreme greed or wealth or 
materials gain. This word carries a far deeper meaning than simply “money.”   When Jesus spoke of 
“mammon,” He gives us the realization that mammon is a god that is worshipped and will rule over you.  
The reader of other bible versions does not get this understanding because the word has been changed to 
“money.”  Make no mistake, riches (mammon) will cause many miseries to fall upon those who are 
controlled by them.  James will speak unto the brethren starting in verse 7.  
 

5:2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.  
Commentary: 
The word “corrupted” means putrefied; i.e. rotten as a decaying fruit.  James is speaking exactly the 
same message here as Jesus spoke in Matthew 6.  Lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven where this 
cannot happen. The garments that we attempt to gain down here and spend a fortune to possess, will be 
eaten up by moths the same as the garments that do not cost near as much.  So what have you really 
gained?  We can see Jesus’ teachings carrying on through him.  This is how sound doctrine should be 
continuing on from generation to generation. 
 

5:3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, 

and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.  
Commentary: 
James has made the riches of this world so degrading now that all should see the vanity of it compared to 
the true riches that we possess in Christ.  “Cankered” means to rust down or corrode.  It is physically 
impossible for gold to rust in the natural, but when we see it in view of how fleeting that it is, then we see 
that it is true.  You can have a certain amount of money in the bank, but that money will be eaten away by 
things that you did not anticipate.  The things that money can buy will find us penniless when we let that 
money control us.  The phrase “shall eat your flesh as it were fire” speaks of the self-destruction that 
trusting in riches will cause.  Once a person sees rust that thing that they loved and cherished and 
worshipped so much, it will bring forth a raging that will consume that person.  “Heaping treasure 
together for the last days” speaks of the piling up of wealth during the latter part of one’s life where the 
person trusts in those riches to get them by.  This verse is not speaking against retirement, but we should 
not look at the retirement fund as our hope.  Our hope should remain in the Lord Himself.  
 

5:4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you 

kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the 

ears of the Lord of sabaoth.  
Commentary: 
James continues the subject here of greed.  The laborers who have faithfully reaped the harvest for the 
rich man is due his wages.  However, the rich man in his greed will find a way to cheat the laborer and 
that to his own destruction.  Here is why.  The title of God “Lord of saboath” is used here to describe the 
Lord as the Lord of Hosts, or the military commander.  This declares to us that the rich men who become 
so greedy that they will not give a fair wage to those who work for them will find that God Himself will be 
on the side of those being defrauded as their defending army commander.   
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5:5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your 

hearts, as in a day of slaughter.  
Commentary: 
“Ye” James continues to address the rich men and declares how they have lived lavishly.  “Wanton” 
comes from G4684 pronounced spat-al-ah’-o, which means (luxury) to be voluptuous: --live in pleasure.  
According to James, this type of pleasure is man’s way of nourishing his heart.  The words “Ye have 
nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter” seems to reveal to us how man attempts to calm the 
torment within himself by feeding his hearts desires.  This type of pleasure will prove to be inadequate on 
the day of judgment.  There is no amount of money or pleasure that can remove dread of judgment other 
than the blood of Jesus Christ.   
 

5:6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.  
Commentary: 
Obviously from this verse, James addresses certain rich men whose desire for pleasure and riches has 
even driven them to murder.  The words “condemned the just” is very thought provoking.  Both words 
were used continuously in courts of law back in those days.  A person declared “just” is someone who 
had stood before a court and judged. The fact that James says “condemned and killed the just” reveals to 
us that these rich men had brought the just either before their own court or declared themselves a judge.  
There is one thing disturbing to the corrupt in authority, the truth will condemn the guilty.  If one person 
is honest and truthful, then their testimony will ruin the wrongdoers.  This is why the rich condemn and 
kill the just.   
 

5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 

waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 

early and latter rain.  
Commentary: 
Here James begins a list of characteristics that the child of God should exhibit in their lives in relation to 
how the sinner lives their lives.  Just because the above things take place in the word doesn’t mean the 
believer should allow these things to move them.  We are instructed here to remain patient.  The Lord will 
come and gather up His jewels one of these days. James likens our patience to the coming of the Lord 
unto the patience of a husbandman over a vineyard that waits for the harvest time.  There were two 
distinct seasons of rain in Israel; early rains and latter rains.  Both rain seasons have their purpose.  The 
early rain season was generally from our late October to early November.  This was to prepare the 
ground for seed to germinate.  The latter rain season was generally from our last of March to the first 
part of April.  The husbandman labored and did his part and patiently waited for God to send the rain.  
As children of God, we are to labor in the fields doing our part while waiting for the Lord to come.   
 

5:8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  
Commentary: 
As the husbandman is patient, we should also have patience.  “Stablish” comes from G4791 pronounced 
stay-rid’-zo, which means to set fast, i.e. (literally) to turn resolutely in a certain direction, to confirm: --
fix, stedfastly set, strengthen.  This means we are to set our hearts, get our hearts fixed on God.  James 
reveals the ever drawing closer of the coming of the Lord.   
 

5:9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge 

standeth before the door.  
Commentary: 
“Grudge” not means to not murmur with grief, groan, sigh.  Can brethren be condemned?  According to 
the context surrounding this verse, this grudging is in reference to retaliation from the affliction and 
persecution inflicted on these believers.  This verse ties directly to Romans 12:19.  God is the judge and 
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the avenger for us.  We are not to interlope in the Lord’s judgment seat.  This term “condemned” is used 
widely by judges along with the term “justified.”  When it all boils down, we are either justified or 
condemned.  “The judge standeth before the door” continues the idea that the coming of the Lord is 
drawing nigh.  This adds the fact, though, that the Lord is coming to judge the world in righteousness.  
James places a warning here to those who could find themselves just as guilty as the persecutor if they 
turn railing for railing. 
 

5:10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an 

example of suffering affliction, and of patience.  
Commentary: 
James goes back again to the Old Testament to show forth the examples of how believers should suffer 
affliction.  The Old Testament is filled with men who carried the word of God and endured persecution 
with patience.  Abel, Job, Joseph, David, and Jeremiah just to name a few. These men suffered affliction 
and persecution and surrendered their judgment to the Lord who would avenge them as He will all who 
suffer faithfully in patience. 
 

5:11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and 

have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.  
Commentary: 
Why do we count them happy which endure?  Because they held on to the hand of God in their hard times 
and God saw them through as He will all of us if we will just remain faithful.  James identifies Job in the 
list of men in God’s word that so endured afflictions but did not give in or give up on God.  James here 
coins the phrase “patience of Job” which is still widely used in many cultures today as referring to 
patience and endurance of afflictions.  Job could be the best example on how that men should not be 
weary, for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.  Here is a very great lesson.  The only way men are 
defeated is giving up on God.  The word “end” comes from G5056 pronounced tel’-os which means the 
point aimed at as a limit. “The end of the Lord” speaks to us of the limit God places on the devil in his 
afflictions on us.  It’s the place where God draws the line.  This tells us that God has the final say!  Praise 
His name forever!  This “end” reveals that the Lord is pitiful and of tender mercy. 
 

5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 

neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into 

condemnation.  
Commentary: 
Ranking at the top of this list is the admonition to not swear.  The word swear means to take (or declare 
on) and oath: --swear.  In the context stated, we are not to swear by any of these things.  The words that 
proceed out of our mouths should be truth regardless.  We should not have to swear to add emphasis to 
our speech to be taken as truth.  This verse troubles many of us in regards to swearing in a court system 
to tell the truth.  Some feel as though they are sinning against this verse when they do that.  However, to 
the contrary Paul plainly tells us in Romans 13:1-7 that we are to be subject to the higher powers and 
their ordinances.  This verse speaks to us of our everyday speech with mankind or vain swearing.  When it 
comes to courts and authorities, the “swearing in” is not by heaven or by earth or by any other oath.  
 

5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.  
Commentary: 
The word afflicted comes from G2553 pronounced kak-op-ath-eh’-o which means to undergo hardship: --
be afflicted, suffer trouble.  To those who are struggling, the remedy is prayer.  How we need to pray with 
those who are afflicted.  This word is in reference to trouble or hardship.  This is a believer who is 
burdened.  The merry should sing psalms.  The word “Psalms” comes from G5567 pronounced psal’-lo 
which means to twitch or twang, i.e. to play on a stringed instrument (celebrate the divine worship with 
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music and accompanying odes).  Many people believe there is no instruction in the New Testament for 
music in worship.  Here is one of many evidences that those claims are false.   
 

5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 
Commentary: 
To those who are sick, the instruction is clear.  Let the sick call for the elders of the church.  Elders comes 
from G4245 pronounced pres-boo’-ter-os which means elderly; older, a senior; specially, an Israelite 
Sanhedrist (also figuratively, member of the celestial council) or Christian “presbyter”: --elder.  Let 
them pray over him.  This prayer is prayed with anointing oil and the name of Jesus, when seen with the 
next verse is the prayer of faith. 
 

5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he 

have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.  
Commentary: 
This verse declares how a person is healed.  If the conditions of faith are met, God is always faithful to 
heal!  The prayer of “faith” shall save the sick.  This verse gives no exceptions.  Why are some not healed 
when prayer is made for them?  This verse clearly defines the anatomy of healing.  Prayer of faith. Many 
people believe faith is required on the part of the person who is sick.  This verse does not say that.  The 
words “let them pray” over him in verse 14 is in reference to the elders.  It is their prayer of faith.  The 
Lord shall raise him up.  When the person comes to be healed, God forgives the sin if they have 
committed any.  This speaks of the tender mercy of God toward all who come unto Him.  What a 
wonderful God we serve. 
 

5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  
Commentary: 
This instruction to confess our faults is an interesting one!  It lets us know that we are to expose our 
weaknesses and failures.  Notice it does not say sins.  We are to confess our sins to God.  It also declares 
to pray for one another that ye may be healed.  This is a far cry the doctrine being proclaimed in many 
churches.  Some people have settled on the misunderstanding that God is not interested in the healing of 
our bodies.  This is error!  Jesus bore stripes for our healing.  While we understand that we must all die, 
we still yet, only have instruction from the Lord to pray for the healing of people.  The effectual 
(Successful in producing a desired or intended result; effective) fervent (Having or displaying a 
passionate intensity. Sincere, heartfelt, hot glowing, burning) prayer of a righteous (Right with God.  Just 
or Justified.  Aligned with God’s word and ways.)  availeth much.  If you think about this portion of the 
verse closely, you see that the righteous prayers avail much, i.e., relationship comes before benefits.  
Compare this verse to John 9:31, Isaiah 1:15, 59:2, and Psalm 66:18. 

 

5:17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it 

might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.  
Commentary: 
From 1 Kings 17:1. This verse does not teach that Elijah lived a life of sin, as some teach.  It simply 
means that this Elijah was a man susceptible to the same desires as we all are.  Elijah was capable of the 
same failures as the rest of us.  James is driving the point here that Elijah was not to be exalted as above 
a human.  Many people want to erect shrines to honor great men and women who have been used of God 
to accomplish great and mighty things in this world.  This prayer of Elijah contributed to the conversion, 
or should I say reconversion of the people of Israel back to God.  This prayer was the Lord’s way of 
getting any nations attention.  See 2 Chronicles 7:13. 
 



The Book of James 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 
33 

5:18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.  

Commentary: 
From 1 Kings 18:42-44.  Our first glance at this verse, we see that a person who has a relationship with 
God has access to the throne of God and can pray and their prayers can perform great things in the 
earth.  However, a deeper look into these verses reveals that God was able to change the direction of an 
entire nation back to God.  See 1 Kings 17 & 18.  These verses set us up for understanding the placement 
of the last two verses.   

 

5:19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;  
Commentary: 
First of all, these last two verses stand out to me because they seem to break the train of thought James 
has been speaking of in the remainder of the chapter.  But these verse continue his thoughts of us 
regarding our current standing with God as it relates to the purpose of Elijah to pray that it might not 
rain upon the earth.  This prayer of Elijah contributed to the conversion, or should I say reconversion or 
return of the people of Israel back to God.  Let’s be perfectly clear.  This verse 19 is not addressed to the 
lost.  The word “brethren” clearly defines James’ audience to be brethren, brothers, fellow children of 
God!  This warning is James’ attempt to reiterate the truths that he has first established in the beginning 
of this epistle.  See 1:13-15.  The word “err” comes from G4105; pronounced plan-ah’-o, which means to 
(properly, cause to) roam (from safety, truth, or virtue): --go astray, deceive, err, seduce, wander, be out 
of the way.  The words “err from the truth” appear to be more in tune with walking away from God unto 
some other religion than actual acts of sin.   
This verse clearly explains that a saved person can wander out of the way, which we all have seen in our 
own Christian experience.  If we keep the verse completely within the confines of context, we must 
compare verse 19 to 17 and 18 regarding Elijah’s success in converting his people Israel, who had erred 
from the faith by worshipping Baal.  Some of us, even ourselves have fallen to this.  No one in the 
Christian faith has a problem with this initial truth due to the fact that erring is possible for anyone.  
However, the effect that erring causes is where the problem comes in.  Some scholars have falsely 
declared that a person can walk away from God, even be spiritually dead but not lose their justification in 
the eyes of God.  The next verse clearly declares the outcome of a person who “errs from the truth.”  This 
is error and blatant defiance of the word of God.  How dare we say anything that God has not said!  Who 
are we to look at scripture and isolate it from the balance of scripture and attempt to arrive at our own 
conclusions?   
The word “convert” comes from G1994; pronounced ep-ee-stref’-o, which means to revert (literally, 
figuratively or morally): --come (go) again, convert, (re-)turn (about, again).  This verse also clearly 
explains that a person, once saved, and having erred, must be converted or restored again or else a 
dreaded demise ensues.  

 

5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save 

a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.   
Commentary: 
Let the spiritual one, who restores a backslidden person who was once a brother, but had fallen back into 
a sinful condition, know that he has delivered that person out of the fires of Hell where he had already 
once been saved from but had reverted back under the judgment of God.   
The words “converteth the sinner” is now in reference to the people in the previous verse “bre thren if 
any of you do err.”  So the idea here is that “brethren” can fall away and into a condition where they are 
now considered a “sinner” once again.  The term “sinner” is in reference to a person who continues in a 
state of continual sinful lifestyle, which John declares in 1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; 
for the devil sinneth from the beginning. 
The phrase “shall save a soul from death” must not be overlooked because this phrase is of great 
significance.  The previous verse reveals the initiating action of what this phrase reveals as the effect.  
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The death of the soul is the result of a person who errs from the truth.  This verse totally destroys the false 
doctrine of unconditional eternal security.   

 
Man is made up of 3 things: 

 
1. Body 
2. Spirit  

3. Soul 
 

The word of God speaks of 3 kinds of death. 
 
1. Physical death – Genesis 5:5, Matthew 10:28, Hebrews 9:27 

2. Spiritual death - Genesis 2:17, Romans 6:16, Ephesians 2:1, James 1:15 
3. Soul death – Matthew 10:28, James 5:20, Revelation 2:11, 20:6, 20:14, 21:8 

 
James ends his letter with a very thought provoking truth.  The soul of redeemed man can 
become lost again by the words “err from the truth.”  We should not take this warning lightly.  

Why does the Holy Spirit end the letter with this?  The book of Revelation ends with a similar 
warning.  The truth is the soul of redeemed man can become lost again.  These verses prove this 

to be true.  
 
 

 
 
 

End of Chapter 
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The Book of 

JAMES 

 
Why Contextual Studies? 

     here is such a need in the world today to study the Word of God in the context it was originally given.  Paul  

         exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason that men and women 
have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not understood and taught in the context written, 

then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if 

you isolate one verse from its context. 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with such boldness.  All 
scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to compare scripture with scripture so that we 

arrive at the correct understanding.  

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we must let the word say 
what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow the word to change us!    

 

Other resources available: 

                               Lesson 9 – Galatians 

                               Lesson 12 – Colossians 

                         Lesson 17 - Titus 
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