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Commentary Structure: 

This Verse by Verse Commentary is structured as follows: 

First: The Holy scriptures are annotated first and are shown in the lesson body as Bold 

Black. 

Next: Commentary: The commentary notes, explanation and references compiled are shown 

in the lesson body as italics black. 

 

Example:  

Scripture: 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Commentary: 

This verse has been regarded as the single greatest verse in all of the bible, and rightly so.  It is 

mostly due to the fact that, in this one verse is the revealing of so much truth.  Is there another 

single verse that singularly defines man’s fall, man’s worth, God’s love, God’s plan, God’s 

sacrifice, man’s redemption to that plan if he meets the conditions of faith and finally, man’s 

ultimate destination because of his faith in Jesus Christ?  It reveals the heart of God as a 

genuinely loving and caring father who was so broken over the fall of humanity that this love of 

God demanded a plan to redeem mankind unto Himself.  The two words “so loved” stand out to 

me so much.  The love within mankind is limited and is usually confined to words.  God loved so 

much that He gave.  Man’s love says; God’s love gives.  Paul would say it this way in Romans 

5:8, “but God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

 

Study Resources:  

1. All scriptures are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).   

2. All references to Hebrew or Greek are taken from the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

of the Bible.   

3. All other definitions are taken from Merriam-Webster online.  www.merriam-webster.com/ 

4. All other applicable sources are noted as they appear. 
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Why Contextual Studies? 

There is such a need in the world today to take the Word of God in the context it was originally 

given.  Paul exhorted Timothy to: study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason 

that men and women have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not 

understood and taught in the context written, then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to 

deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if you isolate one verse from its 

context.  For example: 

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Mark 10:9  

This verse, if isolated from its context, can take on a different understanding.  If you isolate it, 

you could basically teach that it was a sin for someone to cut a tree down since it was God who 

made that tree.   

As a matter of fact, denominations are built upon wrong understandings of scripture.  Of course 

we all know for certain that very few, if any at all, would deliberately misinterpret scripture.  

Man’s opinion and interpretation has cause many people to be led astray.   

During the time that Paul mentioned to Timothy to study, all they had was the Old Testament 

scrolls.  Not everyone had access to the scriptures.  This is why synagogues were so important 

during that time.  There is some evidence to suggest that Ezra was responsible for synagogues to 

be constructed.  Paul no doubt had spent 3 years in Arabia and Damascus searching these scrolls 

with a brand new mind and heart.  No doubt God revealed unto Paul the mysteries and deep 

understandings of the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary.   

 

Rightly Divide? 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with 

such boldness.  All scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to 

compare scripture with scripture so that we arrive at the correct understanding.  Satan brought 

the word of God to Jesus during the temptation in the wilderness.  Satan quoted scripture, but it 

was taken completely out of its context.  He used Psalm 91:11-12.  Although the verse is true 

that God will give His angels charge concerning us, this scripture gives no instruction for a man 

to just jump off of the pinnacle of the temple.  The promise is for those who find themselves 

precariously in this situation unaware.  For someone to knowingly and willingly jump or cast 

themselves down would be attempting to commit suicide and would find themselves tempting 

God.  So Jesus reveals unto satan the error in this by quoting another verse of scripture to correct 

the wrong understanding, or actually, correct Satan’s deliberate attempt to twist the scripture.  He 

quoted Deuteronomy 6:16.  

All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works.  2 Timothy 3:16-17.   
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This verse reveals some amazing things!  It declares to us that the understanding of scripture is 

accomplished by comparing it to other passages of scripture.  We can have correct understanding 

of verses by simply comparing them to other verse of scripture.  Our doctrine should be based 

upon, not only the word of God, but the correct understanding of it.   

 

Not Ashamed? 

A workman that is rightly dividing the word of truth should need not to be ashamed.  In other 

words, a man/woman who studies, soon becomes a workman in the word of God.  A workman is 

toiler, figuratively, a teacher: --laborer, worker(-man). Most importantly, a man/woman who will 

search the scriptures sufficiently as to be able to correctly divide the word of Truth will become a 

man/woman approved of God.  There is no shame in making a stand on scripture when you have 

studied it and compared scripture with scripture to arrive at the correct understanding.  Great 

boldness can be obtained by this and God expects those who handle the word of God in any 

capacity to do so rightly as we will give an account in the day of Judgment.   

The great doctrines in the word of God can be found again and again!  For example, blood 

sacrifice for sin, justification, faith, eternity, grace, mercy, apostasy, sin, judgment, and the 

coming of the Lord are all doctrines that are found throughout the pages of scripture.   

 

How shall we study the scriptures?   

Is there an improper way?  Why do we at times struggle so much with understanding scripture?  

The answer to this question may be a little simpler than we may think.  If we read the word of 

God with a preconceived idea about doctrine, then we will have a hard time comprehending it 

and become frustrated in the process, that is, if that preconceived idea is unscriptural.   

A falsely preconceived idea is what caused an entire people of rejecting their messiah over two 

thousand years ago, and what causes a fallen world to continue to reject Him. 

I honestly believe the proper way to studying the scriptures is with an open mind.  When verses 

of scripture seem to reveal certain characteristics about God, His word, or doctrine, then we must 

not cast them aside, but compare our current understanding based upon other scriptures.  Clearly 

stated scriptures will definitely settle most disputes about others that seem to declare something 

different.   
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Hebrew and Greek? 

As we already know, the Old Testament scriptures were written in Hebrew, while the New 

Testament scriptures were written in Greek.  There will definitely arise instances where you will 

have to dive into Hebrew and Greek word studies in order to capture the intention of the 

scriptures as well as to clarify scriptures that seem to be in conflict. 

For example: 

Exodus 24:10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved 

work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

John 1:18 For no man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

How do we reconcile these scriptures?  A careful study of the words “saw” in Hebrew and 

“seen” in Greek settle the conflict that seems to exist between these two scriptures.  Although the 

word from the Greek “seen” in John 1:18 is accurately translated, the intention is clear that the 

scripture does not mean “seen with the eyes” but “seen” as in “do you see (understand) what I’m 

saying.” 

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we 

must let the word say what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow 

the word to change us!   

 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 

truth: for thou has magnified thy word above all thy name.  Psalm 138:2 

 

…Let God be true, but every man a liar.  Romans 3:4 
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General information on The Epistle to Titus 

Author: Paul; Saul of Tarsus.  The Apostle converted on the road to Damascus as recorded in 

Acts chapter 9.   

Audience: This letter was written to Titus.  Some people believe that Paul wrote this epistle 

around the same time as he wrote the letters to Timothy, which would be around 66 or 67 A.D.  

The reason for this is mostly because the letters to Timothy and Titus are similar in exhortation 

and instruction.  Like a seasoned preacher to a young preacher, Paul instructed Titus on sound 

doctrine much like Timothy.  Even though the letter is to Titus, it is for the benefit of churches in 

Crete and beyond.  Titus obviously got around as evidenced by 2 Corinthians 7.  Titus had 

visited Corinth and labored there along with churches in Macedonia (2 Corinthians 7 & 8).  From 

our studies, we find that Titus had such a heart for the churches and desired to be used of God to 

help the churches. Some critics would say that these epistles have no relevance to us because 

they were not addressed to us specifically, but these established churches had problems much 

like we have today.  Therefore, the answers given to them by the Lord through the writing of His 

apostles are timeless.  The church is the body of Christ regardless of location, time period, or 

circumstances. The scriptures contain the exhortation, doctrine and answers for every believing 

church in any dispensation of time. 

Date written: Some scholars date the original letter to 56-62 AD.   are considered when dating 

this letter of Paul.  This letter appears to have been written close to the same time as the letter to 

Philemon.  According to chapter 4:3 and 4:18, Paul wrote this letter while in prison. 

Purpose: The purpose of this epistle from the Holy Spirit is to teach Titus some foundational 

doctrinal truths that were necessary to set the churches in order under him.  In the reading of this 

epistle, there is the sense that Paul was attempting to correct a false grace doctrine that had been 

misunderstood by the churches Titus was overseer.  It seems also that Paul also had a burden to 

warn them ahead of time to beware of men who would come teaching heresies.   

Introductory Comments: Titus was a fellow laborer with Paul in his missionary journeys.  In 2 

Corinthians, Paul was searching for Titus when God had opened a door in Troas.  He said 2:13 I 

had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I 

went from thence into Macedonia.  Finally, Paul is comforted by the Lord by Titus.  2 

Corinthians 7:5-6 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were 

troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears.  Nevertheless God, that 

comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus…  Titus has been sent 

to Crete, an Island taken over by the Roman Empire.  Crete was very deeply rooted in the Greek 

Gods and Mythology so much that the island was said to have been the birthplace of not only the 

Greek God Zeus, but also Artemis and Apollo.  There is so much more in Greek mythology 

relating to Crete that it is almost unbearable.  But the fact that the gospel could not only be 

preached and received by the inhabitants of Crete, but also have churches set up and in order 
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there is a stark testimony of the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ!  It cannot be done by 

anything other than men and women born again and filled with the Spirit of God.  

.  
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Chapter 1  

1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s 

elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;  
Commentary: 

Paul begins his epistle his typical way but in reference to his order of service.  Paul first is a servant of 

God; an apostle next.  This is the exact way in which we should view ourselves in regards to God.  Many 

people want to exalt themselves by their place in the will of God.  Paul’s humility is shown here.  Also he 

is not an apostle of men, but an apostle of Jesus Christ and his apostleship is referred to next with the 

words “according to the faith…and the acknowledging…  This reveals to us God’s purpose for the office 

of Paul’s apostleship.  When Paul told Timothy he had finished his course, this was Paul’s “course.”  

This was the course charted out for him.  Paul will forever go down in history as the apostle who brought 

deeper spiritual understanding and knowledge.  Paul fulfilled his purpose well.  The final part of this 

verse “acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness” is a most important aspect.  This must not be 

ignored.  This teaches us what our response should be to the receiving of the Lord as our Saviour.  

Godliness is natural for anyone who has been born again because our entire inner being has been 

changed.   

1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 
Commentary:  

This verse continues the inexhaustible subject of the character of God, or the defining of who and what 

God is!  Simply put, the God of the Heavens and the universe is such that He not only will not lie, but this 

verse declares the inability of God to lie.  In other words, it’s impossible for God to tell untruths.   It 

would be totally against who He is!  If God cannot be trusted in the smallest of things, then He wouldn’t 

be able to be trusted at all!  We have strong consolation in this!  This is why the attacks on the bible are 

so important for the world; critics, skeptics, atheists and the like.   

1:3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto 

me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;  
Commentary: 

God manifests His word through preaching just like a king sends a herald out to the people with specific 

instructions to proclaim the word of the king!  The word “preaching” comes from the Greek word G2782 

pronounced kay’-roog-mah, which means a proclamation (especially of the gospel; by implication, the 

gospel itself): --preaching.  This message; this announcement sent from the King to the people through 

the King’s official Herald of Arms, is committed unto Paul!  The herald cannot speak his own words, but 

only those words that are given to him by the king!  “Hear ye, hear ye; the word of the King!”  Paul is 

preaching out of commandment of the King!  The commandment is from “God our Saviour” and is 

obviously in reverence to Jesus Himself; a distinction from God the father. 

1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Commentary: 

This verse identifies the recipient of the letter which Paul normally gives in all of his epistles.  “Mine own 

son after the common faith” lets us know that Paul had either converted Titus to the Lord and/or felt the 

responsibility from the Lord to disciple Titus.  Paul declares the words from the Lord to Titus which is 

“grace, mercy and peace!”  A man can live a great life with these three things and very little else!  Paul 

ends this verse by again making a distinction between the Father and the Son which completely destroys 

the oneness doctrine!   

1:5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are 

wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:  

CHAPTER 1 
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Commentary:  

This verse reveals Paul’s purpose for writing this epistle to Titus.  Paul had instructed Titus to remain on 

the Island of Crete. (see Map) Obviously the churches on the island of Crete had some doctrinal and 

leadership troubles as evidenced here.  The word “ordain” comes from G2525, pronounced kath-is’tay-

mee; which means to place down, designate, constitute, convoy: --appoint, conduct, make, ordain, set.  

Paul had appointed Titus to set these things in order.  “ordain elders in every city” lets us know that 

Paul’s mission for Titus was to journey throughout the entire island of Crete.   The phrase also alludes to 

bishops more so than pastors.   

1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of 

riot or unruly.  
Commentary:  

Now Paul will give the qualifications of “elders.”  This word does not just mean aged as some might 

think.  The word actually means a senior; an Israelite Sanhedrist or Christian “presbyter.”  The word 

blameless does not mean flawless, but simply means “unaccused.” This does give us the idea that anyone 

in spiritual leadership must bear the fruit of the moral standard of righteousness.  The stipulation 

“husband of one wife” has been an object of contention for many years.  Although I see both sides of the 

argument on the issue, the most important thing about this is the fact that this requirement is not tied to a 

pastor; only bishops.  So why do we apply the requirements to the offices that the bible does not?  This 

requirement reflects the man’s ability to remain committed to his vow in the midst of trial and tribulation.  

It also speaks of his morality keeping himself within the bounds of marriage.  The attributes concerning 

his children are Paul’s echo in 1 Timothy 3.  If the children have no reputation of riotous or unruly, then 

it means that the father has corrected them as to keep them under subjection.  The Lord requires men in 

leadership to have their children under subjection.  Eli the priest was rebuked of the Lord for this.  1 

Samuel 3:13. 

1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, 

not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;  
Commentary: 

Notice Paul did not say pastor, but bishop.  The word bishop is an interesting term.  It is not listed in the 

five-fold ministry list of Ephesians 4:11. The title “pastor” is G4166 which means “shepherd.”  The title 

“bishop” is G1985 which means “a superintendent, overseer.”  The reason for this distinction is quite 

clear.  The pastor is in direct contact with the sheep.  The bishop is a general overseer of churches in a 

city, region or province.  This office is not used nearly as much as it should be.  The bishop’s 

responsibility is to ensure unity of the faith and doctrine in a region.  Titus was sent by Paul to set these 

necessary things in order.  All of the attributes required of bishops here can be summed up in one word; 

submitted.  A bishop is called here a steward of God.  This means that he has been entrusted some great 

treasures and riches by the Lord Himself.  This man must take heed how he uses those things God has 

given unto him.  “Self-willed” speaks so loudly to me.  Make no mistake; a person entrusted and placed 

over God’s heritage cannot walk in the will of God if he is self-willed.  We must deny self, take up the 

cross and follow Jesus.  Wine impairs a person’s judgment; therefore, it cannot be present.  A “striker” is 

in reference to someone prone to brawl or smite someone by their anger.  Filthy lucre is in reference to 

being driven or influenced by greed.   

1:8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;  
Commentary:   

Paul continues his list of attributes of a bishop by including a person who is hospitable; longs to visit and 

welcome people in his home.  He is a lover of people.  “Lover of good men” is in reference to character 

traits that make up a respectable man.  “Sober” speaks of the bishop’s ability to remain sound in mind, 

but could also be in reference to not allowing strong drink to impair him.  The word “just” is more than 

“justified.”  If a person has been saved, then they will walk “justly” or correctly; righteously.  “Holy” 
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speaks of the bishop’s detachment from the wickedness of the world.  This word means that he is 

hallowed; undefiled; consecrated to the Lord.  Finally, the word “temperate” speaks of the attribute of 

the bishop to be strong and self-controlled.  He must be able to keep his body under and bring it into 

subjection.  1 Corinthians 9:27. Every one of these qualities is due to a man who has surrendered his life 

wholly unto God and trusts continually in the victory that Jesus won for us at Calvary. 

1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound 

doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.   
Commentary: 

“Holding fast” speaks of the man’s desire to obey the word of God in doctrine that he has been taught.  

We must not miss this most important revelation here concerning the vitality of obeying the word of God.  

Walking in obedience brings forth a confidence that we are not only in the truth, but obedience removes 

the spiritual blinders from our eyes so we can clearly see the truth.  James declared that someone who is 

a hearer only, and not a doer, has deceived his own self.  The bible also speaks of blindness that comes 

simply because of the presence of sin in a person’s life.  Paul is declaring here that walking in the truth 

will cause us to see sound doctrine in order to teach it but also to convince the gainsayers; i.e., those who 

dispute, contradict, and deny the truth. 

1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the 

circumcision:  
Commentary: 

In the context of this verse, the gainsayers are those who resist the truth, including the Jews who deny 

Christ.  Sound doctrine in the previous verse is in reference to the gospel.  They of the circumcision is 

referring to the Jews who teach and still hold to the keeping of the Law, misunderstanding the purpose of 

the Law.  It was intended to drive man to faith in a redeemer simply because man could not keep it 

regardless of how hard he tried. 

1:11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which 

they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.  
Commentary: 

Paul declares here the devastation of these teachings.  The word “subvert” comes from G396, 

pronounced an-at-rep’-o, which means to overturn (figuratively): --overthrow, subvert.  So the 

understanding is that the teachings of these men were causing entire homes to be divided against each 

other.  Some were declaring Christ and walking by faith, while others were teaching to keep the law.  

This will divide homes quicker than anything.  What’s worse is these men were promised money, or some 

other type of gain or influence (filthy lucre), if they would teach this. Some preachers will stand behind a 

podium even today and proclaim things contrary to sound doctrine, but they continue to teach these 

things for fear of losing their salary.  Proclaiming the truth is of utmost importance if we are to be well-

pleasing unto God. 

1:12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil 

beasts, slow bellies.  
Commentary: 

The people spoken of here are the Cretians. “One of themselves” is in reference to one of the Cretians.  

According to this verse, A proclaimed Cretian prophet was declaring the truth from the inspiration of the 

Spirit.  They were found liars.  They were also likened unto “evil beasts.”  This means the Cretians were 

so untameable and subject to rend someone simply because their lives of sin were interrupted.  Some men 

love darkness rather than light.  “Slow bellies” is an amazing title.  Slow is G692, unemployed; lazy, 

useless:--barren, idle.  With this proper understanding of the word slow, we gather that these Cretians 

were idle, lazy busy bodies.   
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1:13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 

faith;  
Commentary: 

This reply is Paul’s confirmation of the word of the Cretian prophet to be the truth.  Sharply rebuking 

someone is definitely not enjoyable to either party.  However, if we would allow the Lord to correct us as 

a father does his child, then it will bring about a peaceable fruit of righteousness.  Hebrews 12:11.  

Today’s churchgoers, for the most part, desire to be told how great they are but will not endure such 

things as this.  This is one of the greatest reasons why they do not enjoy victory in their spiritual lives.  

The words “sound in the faith” speaks of spiritual wealth and health.  Spiritual uncorruptness.  Proverbs 

27:5.   

1:14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the 

truth.  
Commentary: 

Paul uses the term “fables” here as well as in 2 Timothy 4:4.  The word fable simply means a fictitious 

tale, i.e. myth.  during the days Paul lived, the Roman empire  along with Greece, was so inundated with 

mythology.  These fictitious stories captured the peoples attention more so than the truth.  Paul declares 

here that these Jewish fables would turn the Cretians from the truth, therefore, these fables should be 

removed from their speech.  Not only fables, but commandments of men.  Both things listed in this verse 

are products of man’s puffed up imagination.  The result is simple; they will turn people from the truth. 

1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is 

nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.  
Commentary: 

In this verse, Paul makes a clear comparison between the pure and the defiled.  If your heart is pure, then 

that purity will be shown everywhere in all things.  The mind and conscience of an individual will make 

manifest the condition of their heart!  Sin’s power is so devastating that it eats like a cancer until it floods 

the mind and conscience.  Sin takes over the mind if left unforgiven.  There is nothing pure to those 

people.  Herein lies the evidence of righteousness.  If a person has been cleansed by the blood of Jesus, 

then that righteousness will always show forth in their lives.   

1:16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 

disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.  
Commentary: 

The sadness of deception!  People can profess that they know God; i.e., a Christian, but if their lives do 

not show forth any change, then no change has been done.  Another possibility is the person has been 

turned from the truth and no longer trust in Jesus Christ as Saviour.  This will also bring sin back into a 

person’s life.  See Galatians 1:6.  The only other possibility is that the person has forsaken God and went 

back out into the world. 

 

 

End of Chapter  
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Chapter 2 

2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:  
Commentary: 

Paul further exhorts Titus to continue to preach and teach sound doctrine.  How can we teach sound 

doctrine if we believe error?  The apostles were ordained of God to set things in order to the churches.  

Paul was called to be an apostle.  His apostleship was more on revelation of the New Covenant than any 

other apostle.  Sound doctrine will keep the child of God in victory.  If a person is not walking in victory, 

it is usually a doctrinal problem.  We walk in what we believe.  Demonic strongholds (doctrinal error as 

well as other vices) are in the mind.  2 Corinthians 10:4-5.  This is why Jesus said “Ye shall know the 

truth and the truth shall make you free.”  John 8:32. 

2:2 That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. 
Commentary: 

The aged men mentioned here is a different Greek word than “elder” in 1:6.  “Aged” actually means old 

man.  These aged men were to be taught by Titus to be sober; of sound and clear mind.  Grave which 

means honest or honorable.  Temperate comes from G4998, which means to be self-controlled:-- discreet, 

sober, temperate.  The exhortation to be “sound in faith” is an excellent attribute of aged men.  This 

means that these men were to be so rooted in a continual faith like Stephen (full of faith and of the Holy 

Ghost).  Not only sound in faith, but in charity; which is God’s love; a love that gives unconditionally.  

Finally, sound in patience.  Patience is more than just an enduring through tribulation etc., but patience 

that suffers and believes that God will come to the aid of the child of God. 

2:3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false 

accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;  
Commentary: 

Now Paul exhorts Titus to teach the aged or old women.  The behavior should represent the God they 

claim to know.  See notes on holiness in 1:8. “False accusers” needs no explanation.  If we accuse 

someone falsely of something, do we realize that we are as a puppet being used by the “accuser of the 

brethren?” Revelation 12:10. The aged women are exhorted to abstain from excess of wine.  Notice that 

the aged women are to be teachers.  This involves being a leader; mentor.  The best way to teach is by 

example.  This is why aged men and women are exhorted to be examples to the younger.   

2:4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 

children,  
Commentary: 

Paul continues the list of characteristics that must be present in aged women.  Sober minded and and 

example to the younger women on how to love their husbands and children.  This is one of the greatest 

needs in the home today.  The family is broken down.  Could it be because the aged women have dropped 

the ball on being examples to the younger.   

2:5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 

word of God be not blasphemed.  
Commentary: 

“Discreet” is the same Greek word G4998 as “Temperate” in 2:2.  It comes from G4998, which means to 

be self-controlled:-- discreet, sober, temperate.  The word “chaste” comes from g53 which means clean, 

innocent, modest, pure.  Paul’s lesson to Titus to teach the women of Crete was to be keepers at home; 

i.e., stayers at home, but as a guard, be(ware).  Good means to be beneficial.  These women are also 

exhorted to be obedient to their own husbands.  All of the afore mentioned attributes of women are to 

show forth as examples of Godly Christian women that the word of God be not blasphemed (spoken evil 

of). 

CHAPTER 2 



The Book of Titus 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

15 

2:6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.  
Commentary: 

Paul switches over to young men now.  This exhortation to be sober minded may seem menial at first but 

let us consider this for a moment.  If a young man, or anyone else for that matter, is not sober minded, 

then it presents an atmosphere to Satan to bombard the child of God, corrupt his mind with evil things, 

and finally use him to carry out evil things and influence many his peers for many many years.  The whole 

world of evil starts with thoughts that are placed in the mind.  Most people don’t realize that the evil 

thoughts they have are not theirs, but Satan’s seed sewn in their mind.  This is devastation..  One of the 

greatest reasons why young men usually take to a life of sin is because it is the path of least resistance; 

this meaning that he will not suffer ridicule because most men his age are doing the same things. 

2:7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 

uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
 Commentary: 

“In all things” declares unto us that God’s ways manifest in someone’s daily walk will reveal a pattern of 

good works.  Contrary to popular opinion, doctrine is much more than teaching or spiritual beliefs, 

although it should be very clear that all doctrine is revealed in how we live.  According to this verse, Paul 

declares that a person doctrine is displayed in a their life by the uncorruptness or purity of their life.  This 

verse is very important.  It tells us that a person’s lifestyle shows forth what they believe.  Again, the word 

gravity here means honesty.  The word sincerity also shows forth from a person’s heart by the way they 

live their life.  If a person is sincere in serving God, then it will show forth as well. 

2:8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be 

ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.  
Commentary: 

“Sound speech” means “healthy” or “true “speaking.  There is no condemnation in speaking the truth, 

neither should we be ashamed.  This sound speech is in reference to the morality of our words.  We 

should speak like children of God.  No perverseness, nor cursing.  Those who oppose the truth will look 

for an avenue to find fault, but sound speech will leave them speechless.   

2:9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all 

things; not answering again;  
Commentary: 

This lesson on order continues God’s way of order in the home, in the assembly of churches, even in the 

workplace.  Servants and masters!  Workers and bosses!  This truth should be shown forth in all of our 

lives concerning our jobs although this is specifically speaking of hired servants and their masters.  The 

servant who has received Christ as Saviour should show forth uncorruptness in their purpose to please 

their masters without back talking them.  This shows forth a willingness to be obedient.   

2:10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God 

our Saviour in all things.  
Commentary: 

Not only should the servants show forth the fruit in verse 9, but as well the things mentioned here.  The 

word “purloining” comes from G3557 pronounced nos-fid’-zom-ahee which means to sequestrate for 

oneself, i.e. embezzle: --keep back, purloin.  This simply means that servants are not to rob or hold back 

the money or goods that doesn’t belong to them whether it be by embezzling or seek the gain dishonestly 

by other means.  The word “fidelity” comes from G4102 pronounced pis’-tis which means persuasion, 

credence; moral conviction.  “Shewing all good fidelity” means that we are to manifest moral conviction 

in our being entrusted with things by our masters.  “Adorn” means to decorate, garnish or trim.  We are 

adorning the doctrine of God when we show forth honesty, decency, obedience to our own masters 

without questioning.   
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2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  
Commentary: 

This verse reveals the appearing nature of the grace of  God.  Although this verse teaches a universal 

truth that extends far beyond the context written, the context is: this entire chapter is given for instruction 

to  old and young men, old and young women, and servants to adorn the doctrine of God in their own 

lives.  The word “for” means that Paul wrote this verse, along with the next, to support his claim that we 

should show forth sound doctrine in our lives.  This is because, if you’re saved, then the fruit of 

righteousness will be evident in your life.  This verse also reveals to us that the grace of God is revealed 

unto all men.  Some false doctrines claim that God picks and chooses people to be saved and others to 

remain lost and go to Hell.  This verse also answers the question that many people have concerning 

masses in the world who have died without hearing the gospel.  This verse is clear that God’s grace is 

extended to all people in all races, countries, territories whether it be foreign, domestic, third world 

countries, remote tribal colonies that cannot be accessed.   

2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world;  
Commentary: 

This verse reveals the teaching nature of the grace of God.  The biblical grace of God will always 

produce righteousness, godliness and holiness.  Jude 1:4 reveals to us that some men would creep in 

unawares  attempting to turn the grace of God into lasciviousness.  That is an unscriptural and therefore 

ungodly form of grace. The grace of God appears and teaches us. The grace of God, according to this 

verse, teaches us how to morally live our lives.  The attempt to living right is regarded to some as works, 

but should rather be looked at as simple obedience and submission to God.  No, we should never look at 

the things we do to try to attain or obtain righteousness because the blood of Jesus alone does this.  This 

verse is simply a showing that we refuse to live any longer for the devil and choose to obey our new King. 

There is nothing about this that is associated with works. This verse gives the acid test to whether 

someone is teaching or living according to true biblical grace or not.   

2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 

Saviour Jesus Christ;  
Commentary: 

This verse reveals the focusing nature of the grace of God.  We have a blessed hope.  This is not a false 

hope; this is a blessed hope. Once a person is saved by the grace of God, a lively hope enters into that 

person and causes such a focus off of the wickedness of the world and on the appearing of our King of 

kings who loved us.  There’s no wonder people willing lay down their lives for Jesus.  He showed so much 

love for us at the cross!    This verse reveals the second part the Godhead; the Great God and our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 

2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.  
Commentary: 

This verse describes the purifying nature of the grace of God.  The grace of God will redeem us from all 

iniquity.  Jesus gave himself for us (for the entire world) so that he might redeem (purchase us back) us 

from “All” iniquity.  Therefore, if a person is saved, then the grace of God will work within them the 

same way that an antibiotic works within the body to destroy the destructive nature of viruses and 

harmful bacteria.  The word “peculiar” comes from G4041 pronounced per-ee-oo’-see-os which means 

being beyond usual, i.e. special.  To a wicked world, a people who do not live according to the lusts of the 

flesh are peculiar.  The grace of God also causes us to become zealous of good works.  This is why I have 

said many times that obedience to the will of God is evidence of a true born again experience.   
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2:15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise 

thee.  
Commentary: 

Now Paul declares to Titus as he has now been instructed about things pertaining to the grace of God.  

Titus should now teach these things.  Exhort” means to call near, comfort, intreat the churches in Crete.  

There is also a rebuke to all who either teach doctrine against these truths but those also who do not walk 

according to these things.  Paul has certified in verse that this letter to Titus as authoritative.  He has 

given Titus the license to declare boldly that these teachings are in fact sound biblical doctrine.  The 

words “let no man despise thee” could be interpreted a few ways.  The most proper interpretation would 

be that this instruction to Titus could cause animosity among those who are rebuked.  If a person does not 

correct someone in the spirit of love then this could result in a preacher or teacher being despised.   

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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Chapter 3 

3:1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 

ready to every good work,  
Commentary: 

Now Paul seems to shift his teaching to how men ought to view the governing powers.  As Christians, we 

are taught to be subject to, i.e. obey the governments under which we are living. The word 

“principalities” comes from G746 pronounced ar-khay’ which means a commencement, or chief: -- 

magistrate, power, principle, rule.  This verse teaches us that we are not only to submit to their authority, 

but to be available for their service if called upon.   

3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all 

men.  
Commentary: 

The character of every child of God should be to show forth righteousness in our character toward our 

fellow man.  If we speak evil of someone we ultimately find ourselves being used by the devil himself.  

There is a difference between speaking the truth concerning someone and speaking evil of them.  We 

should also not be “brawlers” or fighters or strivers.  Our character should show forth meekness or 

humility to everyone without exception.  According to the next verse following, the things in this verse are 

exactly what we did before we surrendered to Christ.   

3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts 

and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  
Commentary: 

Very little explanation is needed for this verse.  This reveals that the child of God was as lost in darkness 

as everyone else prior to God’s dealing with us.  We were foolish, we disobeyed, we were deceived.  This 

is the tragic state of fallen man under Satan’s kingdom.  We were entangled in lusts and pleasures of our 

flesh.  The word “malice” means badness; i.e. depravity; evil.  Being hateful and hating one another are 

signs of the old man and his deeds.  If these things abide within us, then we are either lost or backslidden.  

Notice Paul uses the past tense word “were.”  God is Love.  He that hateth his brother is in darkness…1 

John 2:11.  See also 1 John 3:14.  

3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
Commentary: 

It is impossible for the things listed in the previous verse to be removed from mankind without the 

kindness and love of God appearing.  Man is incapable of love.  God’s love must be shed abroad in our 

hearts before we can show forth that love.  The kindness and love of God our Saviour.  The title “God our 

Saviour” is in reference to Jesus.  This verse ties back in with 2:11 with the word “appeared.”  

3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 

us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  
Commentary: 

We were saved not by works of righteousness.  “Works of righteousness” is in reference to man’s attempt 

to be well pleasing and accepted by God which is an impossible task.  “Washing of regeneration” cannot 

be performed without the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  The word “washing” comes from G3067 

pronounced loo-tron’ which means a bath; i.e.(figuratively), baptism: --washing.  This is not water 

baptism, but washing by the blood which is the only means that sin can be washed.  “Regeneration” 

comes from G3824 pronounced pal-ing-ghen-es-ee’-ah which is a combination of two words G3825 and 

G1078 which means rebirth, i.e. spiritual renovation; Messianic restoration.  Also according to this 

verse, we are renewed by the Holy Ghost.  This means the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives to renew our 

minds, guiding us into all truth.  John 16:13. 

CHAPTER 3 
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3:6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;  
Commentary: 

By his mercy he saved us.  This is what he shed abundantly on us.  The mercy of God is so wonderfully 

shed on us.  The word “shed” is very interesting.  It means that God poured forth, gushed out, run 

greedily out His mercy upon us.  Thank God forever for his grace and mercy.   

3:7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life.  
Commentary: 

As we have already studied in other epistles of Paul, the doctrine of justification is so important.  The 

word “justified” comes from G1344 which means to render or regard as just or innocent, free, justify, be 

righteous.  This word carries the idea, along with the word “condemn”, that the person is guilty, but that 

they are not charged guilty.  God cannot look upon man’s performance in order to justify him.  The 

reason is because the flesh cannot perform it because there is no power in the flesh.  Sin reigns over man 

as long as he tries to accomplish anything in the flesh.  The work that Jesus Christ accomplished at the 

cross is our justification because He lived a sinless life while on earth; and by that, fulfilling the 

righteousness in the Law for us, but suffered the agony of Calvary’s cruel cross to pay the horrible price 

for our sin, and by that, satisfying God’s wrath for sin, so that we do not have to.  We are justified 

(deemed righteous, innocent, sinless, perfect) because of faith in the price Jesus paid on the cross of 

Calvary. Romans 10:9 declares unto us “for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness. Contrary to 

what many bible scholars say, the work of justification does not simply mean that God tags us “justified 

or righteous” and kept in our sins.  This would be the same as a judge calling a guilty criminal as 

innocent  who openly confessed to a crime.  This would be a blatant lie.  Justification goes much further.  

For God to call you righteous, you must be cleansed, changed, redeemed, the old man dead, and a new 

man brought forth.  You are then literally righteous; not just a sinner called righteous. 

3:8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they 

which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are 

good and profitable unto men.  
Commentary: 

Paul uses the words “this is a faithful saying” Timothy (1 Timothy 1:15, 4:9, 2 Timothy 2:11 and Titus 

here that put you in mind of Jesus’ words “verily verily.”    Paul instructs Titus to  continue to teach and 

affirm (confirm thoroughly) this doctrine to the Cretians that has been given unto him by the Lord.  This 

verse is akin to Paul’s exhortation to 2 Timothy 4:2-4.  Why do we affirm constantly?  We tend to forget 

very important things.  Peter said “stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance.”  The reason for 

constantly affirming these things is recorded here “maintain good works.”  This is not works of 

righteousness in order to attain salvation.  The purpose for maintaining good works is really allowing the 

fruit of the Spirit to flow out of you, as well as your service and calling.  All things mentioned here are to 

be profitable (beneficial) to all.  Paul will give a similar instruction to Titus in verse 14. 

3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the 

law; for they are unprofitable and vain.  
Commentary: 

Wise council from a seasoned man of God to perhaps, a younger preacher like Timothy.  There are some 

things preachers, or Christians in general, should not fall into.  Here are a few of those things.  There are 

many things that people are divided about, most of which are caused by these things mentioned in this 

verse. Foolish questions.  Questions that do not make a difference whether answered or not.   We must 

learn as Paul advises Titus here, that where the bible speaks clearly regarding a matter, we must speak.  

Where the bible is silent, we must remain silent.  Genealogies are simply the tracing back of blood lines 

of ascendants of families.  Why does Paul council Titus to avoid this?  In Christ, these things mean 

nothing.  They are of no benefit.  Paul goes on to declare in Philippians 3:4-7, that these things are 
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nothing.  We are accepted in this New Covenant on the basis of our faith in Jesus Christ for the remission 

of sin. Next we see the advice to avoid contentions and strivings about the law.  Many people strove about 

the law to no benefit.  Why is the law no benefit?  Again, in Christ, the law  is fulfilled.  In Galatians, Paul 

reveals the tragedy that living according to the Law can have on a child of God.  It removes the person 

from Christ.  See Galatians 1:6.  Notice Paul declares that all of these things are unprofitable.  Neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything in Christ.  Jesus changes you into a new creatures.  

These things are not only unprofitable, but they are also vain; empty. 

3:10 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;  
Commentary: 

The word heretick comes from G141, pronounced hahee-ret-ee-kos’ which comes from G140 (to make a 

choice) means a schismatic: --heretic.  The word literally identifies a person who chooses to divide or be 

against something although the obvious truth is clearly laid out before him.  This verse teaches us how we 

are to go to someone in an attempt to help them be converted back to the truth.  The word admonition 

comes from G3559 pronounced noo-thes-ee’-ah which means; calling attention to, i.e. mild rebuke or 

warning.  The meaning of this is straight forward.  Those who refuse the truth and even resist it are not 

walking in unity with fellow believers and will cause great devastation in the churches if not admonished 

to correct the error of their doctrine.  If they refuse to take heed to the warnings, Paul is telling Titus to 

refuse, reject, or avoid these men.  This verse does not teach that we are to not love these men, but we are 

to stand for the truth. 

3:11 Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself. 
Commentary: 

The people who are heretics of the truth have been subverted; meaning they have been led away from the 

truth and therefore are now walking in error. Not walking in correct doctrine will always lead to sin, and 

sin reveals to us all that we walking in error.  A sinful lifestyle is enough itself to condemn the person 

without receiving any condemnation from anyone else.  The most important thing this verse teaches us is 

that rejection of truth will always result in sin taking over a person’s life.  Morality is always the fruit of 

the tree of a Christian.  If a sinful lifestyle is manifested, it is a sign that the person is either not been 

saved, or has been subverted; which is what is revealed in this verse.   

3:12 When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to 

Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter.  
Commentary: 

Paul begins to conclude his letter here by giving instruction to Titus.  This was one of the ways that 

messages and plans were communicated in those days.  Paul would send Artemas or Tychicus to Titus to 

give him word to come to Paul.  Artemas and Tychicus may have also been sent to relieve Titus in his 

labor in the Gospel.  Paul reveals his plans of laboring in the Gospel in Nicopolis for the winter months. 

Nicopolis a city in Greece, translated as the city of victory, where Octavian fought and won the city in the 

battle of Actium.   

3:13 Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be 

wanting unto them.  
Commentary: 

Here Paul instructs Titus to supply to Zenas and Apollos with the necessary provision they need in order 

to get them passage to their destination.  Titus had either asked the churches in Crete to help with this or 

had supplied it himself.  This verse is the only reference in the New Testament to Zenas.  This is an 

interesting study!  The word lawyer is from G3544 pronounced nom-ik-os’ which means according to 

law, i.e.; an expert in the (Mosaic) law.  The word lawyer in our time is used to relate to lawyers in a 

courtroom environment.  However, this usage is, most of the time, used to relate to religious law, i.e., 

Mosaic Law; Pharisees.  What is more interesting is the lawyer title has been associated with the name 
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Zenas.  The name Zenas comes from G2203 pronounced dzyooce, which means Zeus or Dis (among the 

Latins, Jupiter or Jove), the supreme deity of the Greeks: --Jupiter.  The name Zenas declares to us that 

this man who is called a lawyer was obviously a Greek; not a Jew.  Paul also mentions a Jewish disciple 

called Apollos; a man used of God greatly to spread the gospel.  See Acts 18:24. This was more than 

likely the Apollos referred to in 1 Corinthians who impacted Corinth so strongly with the gospel. 

3:14 And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not 

unfruitful.  
Commentary: 

Now Paul includes “ours” to the same standard of maintaining good works as the Cretians in verse 8.  

The reference to “ours” is in reference to either Jews who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and/or 

gentile Christians who had been with Paul and Titus for some time.  We must learn, not just to have good 

works, but to maintain good works.  This again is not in reference to works of righteousness, but to show 

forth the fruit of a Christian life.  If your saved, then you will show forth good works.  We are not saved 

by works, but unto good works.  See Ephesians 2:10. 

3:15 All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with 

you all. Amen.  
Commentary: 

Paul ends this epistle in his usual manner.  Those who were with Paul at the time of Paul’s letter to Titus 

sent their salutation to Titus. Paul asks Titus to greet those who are born again in the New Covenant that 

know and love them.  Finally, Paul ends his epistle with his signature phrase “Grace be with you all.  

Amen.”  I personally believe the reason why he ended his epistles this way was because Jesus had 

personally showed him grace unlike any other had been shown.  Paul, then Saul, had forever been a Law 

minded man.  But once the grace of God came unto him on the road to Damascus, grace was forever 

Paul’s theme, as it should be with us.  We are nothing without the grace of God.  Where would we be 

without God’s grace?  Throughout the ions of time, we will forever sing, testify and proclaim the grace of 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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The Book of 

TITUS 

 
Why Contextual Studies? 

     here is such a need in the world today to study the Word of God in the context it was originally given.  Paul  

         exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason that men and women 

have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not understood and taught in the context written, 

then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if 

you isolate one verse from its context. 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with such boldness.  All 

scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to compare scripture with scripture so that we 

arrive at the correct understanding.  

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we must let the word say 

what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow the word to change us!    
 

Other resources available: 

                              - Lesson   9 – Galatians 

                              - Lesson 12 – Colossians 

                        - Lesson 20 – James 
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