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Commentary Structure: 

This Verse by Verse Commentary is structured as follows: 

First: The Holy scriptures are annotated first and are shown in the lesson body as 

Bold Black. 

Next: Commentary: The commentary notes, explanation and references compiled are shown 

in the lesson body as italics black. 

 

Example:  

Scripture: 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Commentary: 

This verse has been regarded as the single greatest verse in all of the bible, and rightly so.  It is 

mostly due to the fact that, in this one verse is the revealing of so much truth.  Is there another 

single verse that singularly defines man’s fall, man’s worth, God’s love, God’s plan, God’s 

sacrifice, man’s redemption to that plan if he meets the conditions of faith and finally, man’s 

ultimate destination because of his faith in Jesus Christ?  It reveals the heart of God as a 

genuinely loving and caring father who was so broken over the fall of humanity that this love of 

God demanded a plan to redeem mankind unto Himself.  The two words “so loved” stand out to 

me so much.  The love within mankind is limited and is usually confined to words.  God loved so 

much that He gave.  Man’s love says; God’s love gives.  Paul would say it this way in Romans 

5:8, “but God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

 

Study Resources:  

1. All scriptures are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).   

2. All references to Hebrew or Greek are taken from the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

of the Bible.   

3. All other definitions are taken from Merriam-Webster online.  www.merriam-webster.com/ 

4. All other applicable sources are noted as they appear.  
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Why Contextual Studies? 

There is such a need in the world today to take the Word of God in the context it was originally 

given.  Paul exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason 

that men and women have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not 

understood and taught in the context written, then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to 

deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if you isolate one verse from its 

context.  For example: 

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Mark 10:9 This verse, if 

isolated from its context, can take on a different understanding.  If you isolate it, you could 

basically teach that it was a sin for someone to cut a tree down since it was God who made that 

tree.   

As a matter of fact, denominations are built upon wrong understandings of scripture.  Man’s 

opinion and interpretation has cause many people to be led astray.   

During the time that Paul mentioned to Timothy to study, all they had was the Old Testament 

scrolls.  Not everyone had access to the scriptures.  This is why synagogues were so important 

during that time.  There is some evidence to suggest that Ezra was responsible for synagogues to 

be constructed.  Paul no doubt had spent 3 years in Arabia and Damascus searching these scrolls 

with a brand new mind and heart.  No doubt God revealed unto Paul the mysteries and deep 

understandings of the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary.   

Rightly Divide?   

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with 

such boldness.  All scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to 

compare scripture with scripture so that we arrive at the correct understanding.  Satan brought 

the word of God to Jesus during the temptation in the wilderness.  Satan quoted scripture, but it 

was taken completely out of its context.  He used Psalm 91:11-12.  Although the verse is true 

that God will give His angels charge concerning us, this scripture gives no instruction for a man 

to just jump off of the pinnacle of the temple.  The promise is for those who find themselves 

precariously in this situation unaware.  For someone to knowingly and willingly jump or cast 

themselves down would be attempting to commit suicide and would find themselves tempting 

God.  So Jesus reveals unto satan the error in this by quoting another verse of scripture to correct 

the wrong understanding, or actually, correct Satan’s deliberate attempt to twist the scripture.  He 

quoted Deuteronomy 6:16.  
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All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works.  2 Timothy 3:16-17.   

This verse reveals some amazing things!  It declares to us that the understanding of scripture is 

accomplished by comparing it to other passages of scripture.  We can have correct understanding 

of verses by simply comparing them to other verse of scripture.  Our doctrine should be based 

upon, not only the word of God, but the correct understanding of it.   

Not Ashamed? 

A workman that is rightly dividing the word of truth should need not to be ashamed.  In other 

words, a man/woman who studies, soon becomes a workman in the word of God.  A workman is 

toiler, figuratively, a teacher: --laborer, worker(-man). Most importantly, a man/woman who will 

search the scriptures sufficiently as to be able to correctly divide the word of Truth will become a 

man/woman approved of God.  There is no shame in making a stand on scripture when you have 

studied it and compared scripture with scripture to arrive at the correct understanding.  Great 

boldness can be obtained by this and God expects those who handle the word of God in any 

capacity to do so rightly as we will give an account in the day of Judgment.   

The great doctrines in the word of God can be found again and again!  For example, blood 

sacrifice for sin, justification, faith, eternity, grace, mercy, apostasy, sin, judgment, and the 

coming of the Lord are all doctrines that are found throughout the pages of scripture. 

How shall we study the scriptures?   

Is there an improper way?  Why do we at times struggle so much with understanding scripture?  

The answer to this question may be a little simpler than we may think.  If we read the word of 

God with an preconceived idea about doctrine, then we will have a hard time comprehending it 

and become frustrated in the process, that is, if that preconceived idea is unscriptural.   

I honestly believe the proper way to studying the scriptures is with an open mind.  When verses 

of scripture seem to reveal certain characteristics about God, His word or doctrine, then we must 

not cast them aside, but compare our current understanding based upon other scriptures.  Clearly 

stated scriptures will definitely settle most disputes about others that seem to declare something 

different.   

Hebrew and Greek? 

As we already know, the Old Testament scriptures were written in Hebrew, while the New 

Testament scriptures were written in Greek.  There will definitely arise instances where you will 

have to dive into Hebrew and Greek word studies in order to capture the intention of the 

scriptures. 
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For example: 

Exodus 24:10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved 

work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

John 1:18 For no man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

How do we reconcile these scriptures?  A careful study of the words “saw” in Hebrew and 

“seen” in Greek settle the conflict that seems to exist between these two scriptures. 

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we 

must let the word say what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow 

the word to change us!   

 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 

truth: for thou has magnified ty word above all thy name.  Psalm 138:2 

 

…Let God be true, but every man a liar.  Romans 3:4 
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General information on The Epistle to the Colossians 

Author: Paul; Saul of Tarsus. The Apostle converted on the road to Damascus as recorded in 

Acts chapter 9. 

Audience: This letter was written to Gentiles in the regions of Colosse. Paul instructed that this 

letter also be read to the church at Laodicea. Some critics would say that these epistles have no 

relevance to us because they were not addressed to us specifically, but these established churches 

had problems much like we have today.  Therefore, the answers given to them by the Lord 

through the writing of His apostles are timeless. The scriptures contain the answers for every 

believing church in any dispensation of time. 

Date written: Some scholars date the original letter to 56-62 AD. are considered when dating 

this letter of Paul. This letter appears to have been written close to the same time as the letter to 

Philemon.  According to chapter 4:3 and 4:18, Paul wrote this letter while in prison. 

Purpose: The purpose of this epistle from the Holy Spirit is to teach the saints and faithful 

brethren of Colosse some of the mysteries of Christ and the knowledge of the new covenant that 

they had not previously heard in the preaching of Epaphras. I’m confident that Epaphras had 

given to them all of the understanding of the gospel of Christ that he knew. Now Paul and 

Timothy, after hearing of their new faith in Christ, is led by the Spirit of God to declare unto the 

Colossians deeper truths and mysteries of the New Covenant so that they will grow in knowledge 

and in the strength and power of God. This is given so that they could walk worthy of the Lord in 

all pleasing. It seems also that Paul had a burden to warn the Colossians ahead of time to beware 

of men who would come teaching heresies. 

Introductory Comments: There are some very interesting things about this epistle to the 

Colossians. This Colossian church fits all churches today in the sense that an original apostle did 

not directly establish this church. There is no record in the book of Acts where Paul came 

through Colosse. The closest Paul would come to Colosse would be the country of Phrygia. See 

Acts 16:6 & 18:23. During the original day of Pentecost in Acts 2, there also were people from 

Phrygia who heard the 120 in the upper room declare glorious things in the Spirit.  This could 

have been carried back to Phrygia as well and established the church. But this church was more 

than likely established by who is believed to be Epaphras, although it cannot be confirmed, but 

he at least was used by God to pastor them. According to Colossians 4:3 and 4:18, Paul wrote 

this letter while in prison. It is inferred from Colossians 4:7-8 that Tychicus carried this epistle to 

the Colossians who not only did so, but also declared unto them Paul’s condition and to know 

their condition and report back to Paul. Aristarchus, who at the same time was in prison with 

Paul, had delivered instruction to the Colossians, along with Marcus (John Mark) who would 

eventually leave the ministry. 

As you proceed through this epistle, you will get sensitized to the words “In Christ”, “In Him”, 

“In Whom”. Paul builds on the truth that being “In Christ” is everything! You can be around 
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Christ, but not be in Christ! You can go to church but still not be of the church. You can do 

religious things, but not have Christ in you! When we stand before God, the only thing that will 

matter is this one thing: Are you in Christ! 
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1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, 

Commentary: 

Paul immediately certifies himself before the people of Colosse by declaring his apostleship.  He is not a 

self-made apostle.  Jesus Christ Himself has called Paul to be such.  This letter is written either by Paul 

and Timothy together, or at least by Paul in the presence of Timothy.   

 

1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, 

and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   
Commentary: 

This verse declares the audience to whom the epistle is written.  Paul’s typical salutation “Grace be unto 

you” is found in all of Paul’s epistles including the book of Hebrews, which does not have an opening 

declaration of authorship as the rest of Paul’s epistles do.  The reason for the exclusion of the writers 

name in Hebrews is due to the fact that Paul faced tremendous opposition by the Jews in the preaching of 

his gospel which destroyed the importance of Law keeping.  Reference Acts 21.  If Paul would have 

placed his name at the beginning of the Hebrews letter, it would have probably been torn to shreds.  This 

possible omission of Paul’s name is not a sign of the wisdom of Paul, but of the wisdom of God.  Paul, 

although not accepted by the church in Israel, was still burdened enough to be led of the Lord to write 

Hebrews in order to help bring the Jewish portion of the church out of their dependence upon the Law 

(which is done away in Christ). 

 

1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 

you,   
Commentary: 

Paul’s preaching, along with the labor of Timothy, wrought effectually in the regions surrounding, but 

there is no documented evidence in Acts or other of Paul’s writings that he directly preached to the 

Colossians.  It seems as though Epaphras labored in the gospel to the people of Colosse so great that a 

number of people gave their lives to the Lord and evidenced a great zeal and beautiful fruit of their 

salvation.  There’s no wonder why Paul and Timothy gave thanks to God.  This is the manner in which 

the gospel spread in the beginning.  The apostles preached in the cities where the Holy Spirit led them to 

preach, and established churches and the Lord called preachers to labor in their own surrounding cities, 

and this is how the church at Colosse was formed.  This is also how the church is maintained.  Paul and 

Timothy’s burden to pray for the souls that were saved, directly or indirectly, is natural.  Every person 

who surrenders their life unto the Lord is continually on the heart of the one who led them to Christ.  

Paul and Timothy’s prayer and letter to the Colosse saints show their natural love and concern for those 

they led to Christ, namely Epaphras, who labored to convert the people of Colosse. 

 

1:4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the 

saints,   
Commentary: 

Word came to Paul and Timothy that souls were being saved in Colosse.  Some people of Colosse could 

have been converted to Christ due to the men and women from Phrygia who were present in Jerusalem at 

Pentecost in Acts 2:10. According to the verses following, it was most likely Epaphras who preached and 

saw these souls come to the Lord.  Obviously Epaphras remained in contact with Paul and reported to 

him the Colossians faith and love of the brethren.  The fruit of faith and love for the brethren will show in 

a person’s life whether they have any biblical teaching or not.  The fact that Christ comes to live within a 

child of God at the new birth is the source that will show forth these fruit. 

CHAPTER 1 
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1:5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of 

the truth of the gospel;  
Commentary: 

This verse lends some evidence that Epaphras had reported to Paul the gospel and biblical truth that he 

had preached and taught unto the Colossians.  The wonderful hope we have in Jesus Christ.  This blessed 

hope (Titus 2:13); this lively hope (1 Peter 1:3); this hope that maketh not ashamed (Romans 5:5).  It is a 

hope we have as an anchor to the soul. (Hebrews 6:19) 

 

1:6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also 

in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:   
Commentary: 

This verse declares the profitableness of the gospel.  The gospel will always, without fail, bring forth fruit 

if it is received in faith.  Without any teaching, the life of Christ received in the believer at the new birth, 

will produce a new creature!  This is the power of the gospel.  Notice in the latter part of this verse the 

words “since the day ye heard of it.”  This means that there was a continual fruit that was remaining in 

the Colossians since their original entrance into the kingdom of God.  “Knew the grace of God in truth” 

speaks to us so strongly.  The Colossians not only had heard of the grace of God, but knew it.  They knew 

it in truth also.  This declares that they did not walk in a perverted form of grace as Jude had mentioned 

in his general epistle. (turning the grace of God into lasciviousness) 

 

1:7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful 

minister of Christ;  
Commentary: 

Epaphras obviously, from this verse, had labored in Colosse, teaching and preaching the gospel unto 

them.  Paul is declaring to the Colossians his unity with Epaphras.  I think this was done so that the 

people would readily receive Paul’s letter.  This church had willingly received of God the victory in Jesus 

Christ through the preaching of Epaphras.  Now, Paul, a man that some may have never met, has sent 

them a letter of exhortation.  Paul’s relationship with Epaphras as a fellowservant was important to 

mention.   

 

1:8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.   
Commentary: 

Paul had been encouraged by Epaphras as to the fruit the Colossians had already brought forth.  Love in 

the Spirit has and always will be the overwhelming fruit of every child of God, simply because we have 

God the father, the One who IS Love, dwelling within us! 

 

1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 

desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding;  
Commentary: 

Here in this verse is Paul’s burden and motive and burden by the Holy Spirit for writing this letter to the 

saints at Colosse.  As we will see as the letter progresses, Paul will reveal, through the leadership of the 

Holy Spirit, great spiritual knowledge, wisdom and spiritual understanding.  This assembly of saints 

differs much from the Corinthians.  This church had exhibited a spiritual growth that is evidenced by 

their love for the saints and love in the Spirit.  Therefore, the Lord was able to declare unto them deeper 

spiritual wisdom.  The Corinthian believers, on the other hand, were not at this point spiritually.  Paul 

declared in 1 Corinthians 3 that he could not speak unto them as spiritual, but carnal, as babes in Christ.  

He was not able to feed them with meat because of their spiritual shallowness.  This will forever be the 

reason why churches cannot receive deeper truths from the Lord.  Unless we choose to walk in the light 
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that we’ve been given first, then no greater light will be shown.  From our studies we see that, out of all 

the epistles of Paul, the Galatians were in the worst shape of all, the Corinthians were next in line as 

babes in Christ, and the church of Colosse was in better shape and were ready to receive deeper spiritual 

truths. 

 

1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 

work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;  
Commentary: 

Some people would claim that there is no pleasing the Lord in the way that we walk, but this verse claims 

differently.  While I understand that, without faith, it is impossible, I also realize that the believer can 

walk in such a way that their life, consecration, sanctification and commitment will be well pleasing unto 

the Lord.  While I totally understand that no works can bring unto us justification, we must realize that 

there is no substitute for obedience.  Those who hold to the false understanding that it doesn’t matter 

what we do after we are born again, i.e., our commitment to Christ, our obedience, prayer life, fulfilling 

the purpose of God in our life, they believe that one event in our life is enough.  It is true that the blood of 

Christ is the only thing that will ever bring righteousness to us and purge us from our sins, We must also 

realize that the scripture teaches that we bring forth fruit.  Increasing in the knowledge of God will take 

place in our life as we grow in grace.  Peter said to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord….   

 

1:11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 

longsuffering with joyfulness;   
Commentary: 

“Strengthened will all might” is in reference to God’s strength; not ours.  “Unto all patience and 

longsuffering” reveals unto us where these virtues come from.  This strengthening will all might, 

according to his power, will produce all patience and longsuffering.  These are not virtues that we must 

force ourselves to perform, but they are fruit that will come to us naturally because we are in Christ and 

the strength of God is in us to produce these things. 

 

1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in light:   
Commentary: 

I love this verse.  God planned it, Christ fulfilled it, all we can do is receive it and give thanks unto the 

Father for it.  This wonderful plan came about by the wisdom of the Father and is available to us based 

upon our faith in Jesus Christ.  This plan was ordained in order to bring forth such fruit in us that is 

makes us meet (qualified or enabled) to be partakers of the same inheritance as the rest of the saints of 

God.  The phrase “saints in light” is used in this verse to distinguish us from the words in the next verse 

“power of darkness.”  So here we have reference by Paul to the Colossians as to how opposite our lives 

should show forth when compare to the old man we were before. 

 

1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son:  
Commentary: 

We have been delivered from the power or the kingdom of Satan by God the Father.  The word 

“translated” here comes from the Greek word G3179 pronounced meth-is’-tay-mee, which means to 

transfer, carry away, exchange, remove.  This literally means that when we called upon the Lord to 

deliver us, the Lord barged into the kingdom of Satan and, in a rescue mission, took us back by force and 

placed us into His own Kingdom.  Satan took the world captive in the beginning!  The Lord just took 

back, bought back what was rightfully His to begin with.  What a victory!  God did not take us against our 

will, but when we saw the reality of what was taking place in our life; the fact that we were serving Satan 
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along with the understanding that we were hopelessly lost and headed for destruction with Satan, we 

chose Christ, and in doing so, Christ broke the chains of bondage and led us to glorious liberty.  We are 

“NOW” in the kingdom, not later!  Hallelujah!   

 

1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:  
Commentary: 

“In whom” is one of many expressions Paul used to describe the new covenant.  This is, in my opinion, 

one of the best ways to describe this glorious plan of redemption.  You are either in Christ or not.  Every 

person born again is “In Christ.”  God the Father said in Isaiah 42:1 and Matthew 3:17 “In whom I am 

well pleased.”  If you expect to gain favor with a holy God who cannot look on sin, then you must enter 

into Christ.  Secondly, we have redemption through His blood.  Redemption comes from the Greek word 

G629 pronounced ap-ol-oo’-tro-sis which means ransom in full, riddance, deliverance.  This means that 

the blood of Jesus Christ has paid in full the price for our salvation.  We cannot add to it or make it 

better.  Also, all deliverances from the powers of darkness is through the Cross.  There is no victory over 

sin anywhere else. This goes for any victory before or after a person is born again.  If you are born again 

and do not have victory over an area of your life, you must place your faith in the victory Christ won for 

you at Calvary.  This is the way God has ordained that you have victory.  You will not obtain victory any 

other way.  But once you trust in Jesus and that the price He paid for you at Calvary is what brings you 

victory, then victory will come to you without fail. 

 

1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 
Commentary: 

Do you realize that Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God?  Phillip said to Jesus in John 14:8, 

shew us the father, and it sufficeth us.  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet 

hast thou not know me, Philip?  He that hath seen me hath seen the Father, and sayest thou then, Shew us 

the Father?  Jesus is God in the flesh!  Isaiah declared that a Son will be given and His name shall be 

called Emmanuel which means God with us!  Christ IS the image of the invisible Father!  The phrase “the 

firstborn of every creature” declares the idea that creation was made by Him and without Him was not 

anything made that was made.  John 1:3 & 10.  Paul continues to explain what he means by “the 

firstborn of every creature” by the following verse.  

 

1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 

and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 

were created by him, and for him:  
Commentary: 

John 1:3 & 10.  By Christ were all things created!  The Father loves the Son!  He loves us also.  In 

Christ, the Father is well pleased.  Everything, thrones (seats of authority) , dominions (areas of rule) , 

principalities (people of authority) , powers (forces, power, strength). 

 

1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  
Commentary: 

This verse proves falsely the error that Jesus was a created being.  Some bible critics have attempted to 

explain away the deity of Jesus Christ by siting verses like Colossians 1:15, taking it completely out of 

context.  This is why a contextual verse by verse study is so necessary.  If you take a verse and isolate it 

from it’s place in the word of God, you can then make it say anything in the world that you want to.  This 

verse plainly declares that Jesus, the Son of God, was with the Father prior to creation.  Not only so, but 

all things consist by Christ!   
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1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  
Commentary: 

Christ is the Head.  The church is His body!  Out of all things Satan has torn, destroyed and robbed that 

Jesus has set His eyes on to redeem, it is mankind who is at the top.  The church is the first!  It is the first 

of all things touched by Satan to be brought forth from death.  Hallelujah!  Even though the church is the 

beginning of restoration from the dead out of everything that has death, Christ has preeminence because 

it is Christ who purchased all things back!  Praise God forever! 

 

1:19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;  
Commentary: 

This verse needs very little explanation!  God is pleased that in Christ should all fulness (completion) 

dwell.  It was God’s plan that Christ would redeem all things and it is “In Christ” that fulness dwell.  

This declares plainly and clearly that there is no other way!  Christ is not “a way”, He is the “only” way!  

It is in Christ alone! 

 

1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 

unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  
Commentary: 

The word “peace” reveals something very serious.  Why “peace?”  When mankind fell to sin, there was a 

continual enmity between a thrice Holy God and fallen man.  The holiness and righteousness of God 

cannot overlook sin!  This enmity was settled at the Cross!  Notice here “through the blood of his cross.”  

Although we must understand that every drop of blood that Jesus shed was vitally important, we must 

also realize that it was the Cross where the victory of man’s enmity with God was won.  There is a Royal 

blood trail in the Gospels.  The blood of Christ was shed in Gethsemane, to Gabbatha, and finally at 

Golgotha.  The blood shed at Gethsemane could not suffice for the blood shed at Gabbatha.  The blood 

shed at Gabbatha could not suffice for the blood shed at Golgotha.  “Golgotha” is a Hebrew word found 

in Greek writings.  This is why the gospels make an attempt to define this word as they do other words 

that are of Hebrew origin.  The word is defined in Matthew 27:33 And when they were come unto a place 

called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, …  Not only was this place used for execution unto 

death, but it was also a place where bodies lay in tombs.  Golgotha is a place of a skull; the place of 

death!  Golgotha screams death!  Death reigns at Golgotha.  Just like every king went in to conquer 

another kingdom, take the spoils and display in their treasury house the most valuable spoils, Golgotha 

represented Satan’s treasury house.  But Jesus conquered death at the Cross!  He reconciled all things 

“unto himself.”  Wow!  No one else in the world has accomplished this!  How dare us give homage to 

anything or anyone else than Christ!  Allah is not worthy to receive any glory!  No golden calf, no image, 

no other god, no other man, no other name than Christ alone!  Why is God so jealous over us?  It is 

because He has done it all for us!  He has provided, conquered it all!  No glory is due anyone other than 

God! 

 

1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 

yet now hath he reconciled  
Commentary: 

Now Paul gets personal.  And you, the Colossian church, have been reconciled.  The evidence of their 

alienation was their wicked lifestyle.  Let it forever be said that sin is always and forever will be the 

evidence that a person is cut off from Christ!  You may fall into a single act of sin as a child of God, but 

to see a continual lifestyle in sin is a sign that Christ does not abide in the individual.   
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1:22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 

unreproveable in his sight:  
Commentary: 

 “In the body of his flesh” is an amazing revelation.  Since Christ suffered the death for every man, He 

identified “with” you when He died, meaning you were “in Him” at the cross.  Death was the penalty 

“wages” of sin.  If Jesus had not come into the world to be the offering for sin, then He would never have 

suffered death simply because He never sinned!  You come “Into Christ” when you accept His payment 

for your sins at the cross and once you accept His payment, then because Jesus was raised from the dead, 

you are raised from the dead spiritually and take on yourself the righteousness of Christ to be presented 

holy and unblameable and unreproveable.  What an exchange made at the Cross!   

 

1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope 

of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is 

under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;  
Commentary: 

The condition is “if” once again.  The words “the faith” is specific.  This is not just a generic faith in 

anything, neither is it faith in God.  You may say, “not even faith in God?”  That’s correct!  If it were 

merely faith in God, then Israel would be saved and the entire kingdom of darkness for that matter.  This 

is a continual faith that is “grounded and settled” in Christ!  This faith is a deeply settled trust that Jesus 

Christ is my salvation, my righteousness, my All in All!  He is my EVERYTHING!  Once your faith is 

placed in Christ alone, do not allow anything to move you away from this hope!  This is tragically what 

happened to the Galatian churches.  False preachers had come in and troubled those churches greatly.  

Paul certifies that it is this gospel of Jesus Christ, not Law, that he preaches.  Paul is forever tied to 

Christ as we all are.  We are tied to Christ, not forcefully, but willingly.  The condition remains that if we 

continue to trust in Christ, then He will present us to the Father holy, unblameable and unreproveable in 

his sight because it is Christ’s righteousness we have, and not our own.   

 

1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 

afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:  
Commentary: 

This verse does not teach that every child of God should have lashes laid to their back if they are in 

Christ.  Some interpret this verse to mean that if you aren’t being afflicted, that it’s a sign that you are not 

in Christ.  This is not the case.  What Paul means is this: Jesus had revealed to Paul that Paul would 

suffer for the gospel’s sake and this proved to be true.  Although Jesus said that we were not to be amazed 

if persecution came to us, He did not say that we all would receive stripes!  This was specifically for Paul.  

Paul knew what lay before him as soon as he surrendered to the Lord, even as Peter did.  The early 

apostles would receive the wrath of Satan by persecution.  They received it willingly.  Would you?  Would 

you accept whatever comes your way just to be identified with Christ?  Many down through the ages of 

time have willingly chosen to suffer the afflictions with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of 

sin for a season.  Hebrews 11:24-26.  God will bless abundantly every person who makes this 

commitment.  Paul declares here that he is suffering these afflictions of Christ for the sake of the church.   

 

1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to 

me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  
Commentary: 

This verse here declares that Paul understands full well the responsibility that is set before him.  The will 

of God for Paul was obviously foreordained as it is for all of us.  Was the will of God for Paul more 

important than your call?  Not at all!  God’s will alone is what’s important; not the person but the Call!  

The call of God should never be taken lightly no matter what the call is or who the call is given to.  This 
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dispensation of God is referring to a new time in which God has established to perform or fulfill a certain 

thing.  The particular dispensation mentioned here, of course, is referring to the entrance of the New 

Covenant.  It was given to Paul to fulfil the word of God.  Paul would be a voice in the world to declare 

to the Gentiles the wonderful gospel of Jesus Christ!  

 

1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is 

made manifest to his saints:  
Commentary: 

The mystery is, not that God “would” redeem man, but “how” God would redeem mankind back unto 

Himself.  This revelation in depth was not given to the first twelve apostles.  It was given to apostle Paul.  

Some would criticize this comment, but it is true.  The writings of apostle Paul are so much more 

revealing about the mysteries of the new covenant than any writings of Peter, James or John.  No one can 

take away from their writings as they have their place, but they cannot be compared to the depth of 

revelation God gave to Paul.  The writings of the other apostles were of practical living and the 

knowledge of what God expects of us as children of God, but the understanding of what Christ did at 

Calvary’s cross could only be understood by revelation.  Make no mistake, Paul would not receive the 

depth of revelation that John was given on the Isle of Patmos.  Similarly, no other apostle would receive 

the depth of revelation Paul was given either.  This lets us know that we all have our place in the body of 

Christ and no particular part of the body can say to the other, “I have no need of thee.”     

 

1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  
Commentary: 

Every believer knows a change has taken place in their lives when the receive Christ as Saviour, but they 

do not know what and all has taken place.  It was given to Paul to let them know what had taken place in 

them.  God the Father, not only wants to do a work in you, but also to let you know what work He has 

done in you.  What a wonderful Father we have!  This obviously declares the fact that the wonderful 

mystery of the New Covenant can be summed up in the words “CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF 

GLORY.”  As we have said before, there is no other religion (I use this term loosely) in the world that 

teaches that man’s god comes to live within him!  But it is true of Christianity!  Once a person believes on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, Christ will come within that person!   There will be no doubting from that point on 

that a change has taken place.  No wonder it is called a lively hope!  There is a presence that remains 

within us!  It is Christ in you!  Hallelujah! 

 

1:28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we 

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:  
Commentary: 

Paul preached Christ and Him crucified, and declared among the world that He is the hope of glory and 

warning every man that there is no way to the Father, except through Him!  Paul’s ministry was two-fold; 

Preach and Teach!  Preachers today want to preach, but not teach!  Paul exhorted Timothy that we must 

be apt to teach!  This preaching and teaching would accomplish a work in lives that would cause them to 

be presented perfect (complete) in Christ Jesus. 

 

1:29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me 

mightily.  
Commentary: 

Paul would continue to labor in the gospel and striving according to the moving of the Holy Spirit within 

him!  The Holy Spirit is the force that drives everything that is accomplished for the kingdom of God.  If 

we attempt to do within our own power or means, we will burn ourselves out!  Some people will start 
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nursing home services or other ministries, although they are good things and need to be done, they will 

do it within their own strength and abilities and will not have the power of God working through them, 

thus accomplishing nothing.  The idea here is that Paul was able to turn the world upside down, not 

because he was doing in in Self, but because he was surrendering to the moving of the Holy Ghost who 

does the work! 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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2:1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, 

and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;   
Commentary: 

Would Paul have conflict (in Greek is ag-one’ or agony) within himself if he didn’t have a earnest 

affection for them?  Paul declares his genuine love he has for all saints; which is an overwhelming fruit 

of every believer.  This shows the burden of God upon men and women who share in the work of God for 

the children of God.  Paul loved the Colossian church as well as they of Laodicea, even though he had 

not met them.  This proves that Paul had not visited them before.  Here in this chapter, Paul begins to 

declare the mystery of Christ and how God foreordained this wonderful plan and how it was brought to 

pass.  There are a lot of events that took place in the last day of Jesus’ life on this earth, but what actually 

took place spiritually will become known as we proceed through the remainder of this chapter.  Like 

everyone else in Christ, God does a work in you first, and then reveals to you what exactly He did!    

What a glorious victory Jesus won for us at the Cross, which Paul will lay out very clearly for us in the 

following.   

 

2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of 

the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of 

the Father, and of Christ;  
Commentary: 

Here, Paul reveals the details of the burden of his heart for them. This is the burden of true men and 

women of God concerning newborn babes in Christ.  If your heart is comforted, then that comfort can 

become an anchor for you in whatever you face in life.  Being “knit together” helps us to understand the 

“thing” that brings us all together in unity.  Love is an amazing thing!  Love is the bond of perfectness! 

 

2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.   
Commentary: 

“In whom.”  Here is the expression again.  This chapter will continually make references in this manner.  

In Christ are hid all the treasures and knowledge.  God has ordained it this way.  There is no real 

wisdom, no real knowledge apart from Christ.   

 

2:4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 
Commentary: 

The words “and this I say” is in reference to verse 6.  Can a child of God be beguiled (deceived) with 

enticing words? Clearly, yes!  This is the first of about four warnings Paul will give concerning man who 

would attempt to spoil, judge or beguile.  The others are found in verses 8, 16, and 18.  Paul is declaring 

unto them what they need to understand about walking in this New Covenant.  It’s amazing how that there 

are one-million things man can come up with to tell you how you should walk to please God.  These 

things will beguile or deceive you.  The question now is, how can a person walk and please God?  Verse 6 

will reveal this. 

 

2:5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding 

your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.   
Commentary: 

“In Christ.” Time and space cannot separate people who are connected in the Spirit!  We are Spirit 

people!  We are joined to each other in one Spirit, and that by One Blood!  It’s amazing to me how that 

Paul was able to know the order and stedfastness of the Colossians!  This is simply through the Spirit!  

The Spirit of God will move upon us and reveal things that we could not know otherwise. 

CHAPTER 2 
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2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  
Commentary: 

“In Him.”   I love this verse.  Here in this verse is the secret to living your everyday life in victory.  It 

must be understood in order to be lived out in our lives.  You and I walk “in Him” the same way that we 

received Him.  The question that must be asked now is this; how did you receive Christ?  When you 

received Christ, you heard the gospel and the fact that the work that Jesus accomplished at Calvary was 

done for you, just for you.  Jesus went there to pay the price for you.  You, by faith accepted, not what you 

did, but what Jesus did there for you and you received Christ as the payment for your sin and your 

Saviour, redeemer, and Lord.  Once you accepted Christ by faith, then the power of God came unto you, 

the blood of Jesus was applied and cleansed you, and the Holy Spirit took up abode within you.  You 

entered into Christ.  You trusted, not in yourself for victory, but in Christ for victory.  That is the same 

way that we walk in victory every day.  So walk in Him” means that you walk by faith daily trusting in the 

strength and work of Christ and not in what you can do.  The just shall walk by faith. Faith in Christ, 

trusting His strength and power to work in us, is how that is accomplished.   

 

2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving.    
Commentary: 

“In Him.”  Rooted! This means that we should be so deeply settled in Christ that nothing or no one can 

uproot us!  Roots are things that are not seen to the eyes of man!  Do you realize that the things that no 

one else can see are the most important in your walk with God?  Roots are underneath but are the vitality 

of the tree!  “Built up” declares that we are spiritually made strong abiding in Christ!  “Stablished in the 

faith!” Wow!  The word stablished gives the idea that, like a house that is established on a rock, our lives 

can be settled and rested on the Rock!  The means that we are stablished on the Rock is our faith in 

Christ!   

 

2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 

of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.   
Commentary: 

This is the second of about four warnings Paul will give concerning man who would attempt to spoil, 

judge or beguile.  The others are found in verses 4, 16, and 18.  Paul is warning the Colossians to 

“beware” or take heed.  The word spoil comes from the Greek word G4812 soo-lag-ogue-eh'-o, from the 

base of 4813 and (the reduplicated for of) 71; to lead away as booty, i.e. (figuratively) seduce: --spoil. 

means to lead away as booty, but figuratively means to seduce.  The word rudiment comes from the Greek 

word G4747 pronounced stoy-khi'- something orderly in arrangement, i.e. element, principle, rudiment.  

The idea here is that the child of God has the potential to be seduced through the doctrines that come 

from man’s wisdom and become a prey or object of merchandise to the enemy. The Christian can be 

deceived by man’s traditions, and after the elements of the world.  And notice finally that the words “and 

not after Christ” declares unto us that all of the things mentioned previously in this verse are contrary to 

Christ.  This is why we must let God be the truth and every man a liar because even the things that seem 

harmless and would make sense to us, can lead us away from the truth of God’s word.  This means that 

sometimes you must follow the Lord’s way even though it doesn’t make sense to do so.   

 

2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  
Commentary: 

“In him.” How often do we isolate this verse apart from the next verse?  Notice the words “In Him” 

again. In Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  It’s in Christ is where all the fulness dwells.  

Not it Law, or anything else.  It’s all satisfied in Christ!  This sets the stage for the next verse!   

 



 The Book of Colossians 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

22 

 

2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  
Commentary: 

“In Him.” We do not need to look anywhere else for completion.  This is why a person can be satisfied 

with Christ plus nothing!  This is why a person can be content with whatsoever state they are in!  We are 

complete “In Him.”  He is the head or authority of everything!  This principality and power mentioned 

here is in reference to angels and children of God who haven’t fallen and are submitted unto the Son. 

 

2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 

putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:   
Commentary: 

“In whom.” This lends evidence to the idea that the spoiling in verse 8 could be referring to the law of 

circumcision or the attempt to keep the law of Moses.  This is clearly a work only God can do as shown 

with the words “made without hands.”  Whereas the first mention of circumcision in the bible is one of 

the foreskin of man, this circumcision is the entire body!  A total denial or denying of self!  This verse 

when understood in context with verse 10 reveals the mystery of our continued victory over sin.  If we are 

in Him, we are complete in Him!  The fact of being In Him is what causes the circumcision and putting off 

of the body!  This verse also conversely infers that if you can live a life in sin continually, then it is a sign 

that you are not in Christ!  It’s really that simple. 

 

2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of 

the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.   
Commentary: 

This baptism is widely misinterpreted as water baptism but clearly is not if you notice the language Paul 

uses.  The words “operation of God” declares that this baptism, and raising “risen” is not by the 

operation of man.  It is a work that God Himself performs in our lives. This is a continuing of verse 11 as 

to a spiritual work that God performs in us when we are saved by His grace.  This baptism is a work of 

God where, like as a person is plunged beneath the water and disappears, the person is baptized into 

Christ and that sinful soul disappears and nothing but Christ is seen!  Once the individual is plunged 

beneath Christ, the life of Christ raises the person to newness of life.  This is all through the operation of 

God, who in the same sense, raised Jesus from the dead. 

 

2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  
Commentary: 

Just as the baptism symbolizes death and burial, we were laid to rest in Christ.  This being laid to rest is 

in a likeness this way; in the eyes of God, because God the Father had already planned that we would be 

in Christ, when Christ was on the Cross, the entire world of fallen humanity was there also.  When Jesus 

was placed in the grave, the entire world of fallen humanity was placed there as well.  and because of our 

faith in Christ for salvation, we have been quickened “together with him.” This meaning that when Jesus 

Christ was raised from the dead, we also rose with Him!  This is the mystery and it is wonderful and 

marvelous!   

 

2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 

us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;   
Commentary: 

When we were lost without Christ, we had a list of offences a mile long.  The “handwriting of 

ordinances” is in reference to all the commandments, statutes and judgments that was imposed on man to 

try to adhere to.  These demands were found in Old Testament Law and were much more than man was 

able to accomplish.  The word “blotted” means to smear out, obliterate or wipe away.  When Jesus was 
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crucified, all the evidence that was against us was totally obliterated by the blood.  Jesus blotted out 

every act of failure that mankind committed.  Every piece of evidence that condemned you and I, was 

blotted out by the wonderful blood shed on Calvary’s cross.  Everything that was against us!  Everything 

that was contrary to us!  Jesus removed it at the Cross!  When Jesus was nailed to the cross, Paul is 

saying here that, because He died in our place, He represented the failure of every man and by dying the 

death for every man, He paid that horrible price for man that the righteousness of God required.       

 

2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 

triumphing over them in it.   
Commentary: 

Not only were our sins taken care of at Calvary, but this verse declares an amazing truth that few people 

in the world realize.  A cataclysmic event took place at Calvary!  The powers of Heaven and Hell collided 

at the Cross!  The victory that Jesus accomplished for us at Calvary is so far greater than what we can 

even begin to imagine.  Not only did He take care of the issue of sin so that every person can enjoy 

freedom from sin, but Jesus also spoiled the entire Kingdom of Satan at the cross.  Paul said that we do, 

at times, wrestle against principalities; i.e., evil powers and strongholds.  (Ephesians 6:12) However, at 

the cross, Jesus spoiled principalities; meaning, He totally disarmed the kingdom of Satan!  The word 

spoil means to disarm, deprive or dispossess especially of property, authority, or title.  It also means to 

undress or strip especially of clothing, ornament, or equipment.  The word principality is a state 

(monarchy or kingdom) ruled by a prince. Powers is the ability to influence the behavior of others or the 

course of events.  Though it may be a shrouded mystery to the world, the Cross of Calvary was the 

battlefield where Jesus conquered Satan in every aspect.  Not just the power of sin, but the very powers of 

Hell were brought to nothing at the cross.  Every method, scheme, device, and influence!  The words “he 

made a shew of them openly” means that he made a public spectacle of them.  He brought them to an 

open shame.  In other words, Jesus publicly embarrassed the Kingdom of Darkness at the cross.  The 

words “triumphing over them” means that as a Captain of an army returns to town, he comes in parading 

in victory followed by his soldiers and at the very end, a score of enemies mostly made up of Kings, 

governors, and other leaders, follow at the end being led with chains.  This is why Satan hates the cross!  

He has no victory in our lives when we trust Jesus for whatever the struggle is in our lives.  This is why 

trusting Jesus and his victory at the cross is so important.  This is also why Satan distracts us from Jesus 

and the cross.  Do you understand that? Satan’s entire battle plan was defeated at Calvary!  Jesus 

declared to Nicodemus As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the son of man be lifted 

up!  Moses took an image of a serpent and hung it up on a pole and caused it to be paraded through the 

camp declaring that God has provided victory over the sting of the serpent if you will just look to the 

serpent, you will live.  Jesus was not saying that He was the serpent, but saying that as the serpents in the 

wilderness were defeated by looking to the serpent on the pole, the “Serpent,” the devil, was strung up at 

the cross and defeated there! 

 

2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 

the new moon, or of the sabbath days:   
Commentary: 

This is the third of about four warnings Paul will give concerning man who would attempt to spoil, judge 

or beguile.  The others are found in verses 4, 8, and 18.  This is very plain words and are easy to 

understand.  The word of God will keep us from a lot of doctrinal error if we would just read and 

understand it.  Paul has just established in verse 14 that Jesus took the Law away and nailed it to His 

cross!  The handwriting of ordinances, all things that were against us, Jesus took them away!  So, now 

Paul declares this, Don’t accept any judgment or condemnation from anyone concerning the attempt to 

keep the Law.  There are denominations still today who try to keep some of the Law, namely the Sabbath 

day.  This verse plainly declares that Jesus totally removed the Old Testament ordinances which include, 

meat (clean or unclean), drink (clean or unclean), observing any holy day (feast days), new moons  
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(beginning of new months), or of the Sabbath days (Saturday observance and also the first day of all 

Feasts.  See Leviticus 23) This is not to say though that God’s standard for righteousness has been 

removed.  For instance, it still is sin to lie, murder, covet etc.  These things God did not remove! 

 

2:17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.    
Commentary: 

Paul now declares the intention for these Old Testament observances.  They were are a shadow, a type 

that pointed to something more important.  Like a shadow of a person is cast on the floor.  You may see 

the shadow, but not see the body.  These ordinances were a shadow of Jesus Christ!  This verse lends 

more credence to the fact that as Hebrews says “The Volume of the book is written of Me!”   This means 

that its Jesus from Genesis to Revelation.  

 

2:18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 

angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 

mind,    
Commentary: 

This is the last of about four warnings Paul will give concerning man who would attempt to spoil, judge 

or beguile.  The others are found in verses 4, 8, and 16.  The word “beguile” comes from the Greek word 

G2603 pronounced kat-ab-rab-yoo’-o, which means to award the price against or to defraud.  This 

simply means that the believers reward can be stolen the same way Satan beguiled Eve and robbed her.  

“Voluntary humility” is in reference to a means of placing himself in such a solitary place to try to gain 

God’s favor, much like monks attempt to do in monasteries.  The prophets of Baal went as far as to cut 

themselves to try to get Baal’s attention. “Worshipping of angels” is not as common today although some 

people are very interested in angels.  People will say they have a guardian angel and the like.  But this 

carries it much deeper.  This is “worshipping” of angels.  We are to worship God alone; not angels, not 

Mary, not any other saints!  The horrible truth about religions of the world is that they are in reality 

worshipping either Satan in disguise or a fallen demon spirit.  This are all angels who are worshipped.  

Once you leave Jesus Christ, the sky is the limit!  The mind is open to Satan.  He can place thoughts into 

the mind.  It is up to us to remove them.  The only way we can discern what is of God and what is not, is 

through the knowledge of the word of God.  The more of God’s word you have, the less likely you are to 

entertain thoughts that are contrary to sound doctrine.  This verse could very well be Paul’s forewarning 

to the church as to the fact that Catholicism was coming.  The church world sadly missed this warning for 

the most part.  The verse, starting off with the word “beguile,” gives us insight into the fact that all of 

these things were brought on by Satan. 

 

2:19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 

nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.   
Commentary: 

Notice now that Paul is bringing them back to Jesus, the Head!  Jesus is the one we worship!  We are of 

Him!  We are of His body!  No one else!  We do not worship angels or anything else vainly puffed up in 

our minds.  Because we are in the body and Christ is the Head, Christ minister’s nourishment unto all of 

the body.  We increase because the life and power of God sends that increase to us!  This verse gives us 

insight that Jesus does not pick and choose who He blesses.  If you are in Christ, then you will enjoy the 

Holy Spirit when He sweeps through the service. 
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2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though 

living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,   
Commentary: 

Wherefore, obviously refers back to the previous verse and verse 14 declares that Jesus nailed all of that 

to the cross and took it out of the way.  So, Colossian church, if you are dead with Christ, why do you 

think you should subject yourselves to these ordinances?  This continues the idea that we are free in 

Christ from the bondage of the Law.  There’s no need to try to keep something that has been removed on 

the Cross.  Paul would say it like this to the Galatian’s, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 

Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”  Galatians 5:1. 

 

2:21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;   
Commentary: 

These are examples of what the Old Testament Law demanded.  But according to the next verse, there is 

the idea that Paul is referring to rules that man attempts to impose on others.   

 

2:22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of 

men?   
Commentary: 

If all of these things were of real spiritual significance, then why do they not remain?  Notice Paul says 

that these are commandments and doctrines of men.  This no doubt, is referring to verse 18 still.  So in 

this chapter, we have Paul dealing with the Old Testament Laws and ordinances, but also the ordinances 

that man has come up with.  This is clear from verse 8. 

 

2:23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and 

neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.   
Commentary: 

These commandments and doctrines of men may look very good and religious on the outside.  This is 

what causes them to have so much effect on people.  They seem correct.  They seem right!  Anything that 

insights rules has been regarded as religious.  But with everything that is not of God, it will reveal that it 

is not of God.  The overwhelming factor will be the absence of the Holy Spirit.  This verse is akin to Jude 

19 in the sense that people separated themselves like all religions do, but that separation produced 

nothing.  Notice in Jude they separated themselves but they had not the Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 

on the right hand of God.   
Commentary: 

The condition is plainly “if.”  The question is; are you risen with Christ?  The idea of being risen is 

simply that as Christ was raised from the dead physically, because you and I are now “In Christ,” then 

we are also risen.  We are risen with Christ!  He declares now that we are born again then we need to 

focus the remainder of our lives on eternity; on Heaven; on the things of God; on growing and maturing 

in Christ 

 

3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.   
Commentary: 

Is it in the believer to set their affection wherever they choose?  This verse declares plainly that we not 

only have that ability, but we also have the responsibility.  This verse reveals that God has not removed 

the believers free will.  Remember that it was Jesus who said in the beginning to His disciples, to deny 

self, take up the cross and follow me.  These are things that we must willingly choose to surrender to.  

God will not make us.  Most people in this world let their affections rule them and they simply follow their 

affections.  Paul declares here that we are to “Set our affection” not let our affection set us!  The three 

words “set your affection” comes from one Greek word G5426 pronounced fron-eh’-o, which means to 

exercise the mind, entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; by implication, to be (mentally) disposed, to 

interest oneself in (with concern or obedience.  You and I can make a conscience decision to place our 

minds on the things of God. 

 

3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.   
Commentary: 

By Paul saying we are dead means that we should not live the remainder of our lives for self.  We are 

dead; our life is over!  It’s time to run this race and surrender to the will of the Father.  Our lives are hid 

with Christ! What is your life?  The foolishness and selfishness of man.  The things we waist our time with 

in this life is not even worthy to be compared to the joy that comes from walking in “Not my will, but Thy 

Will.”   

 

3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.  
Commentary: 

What a wonderful verse here.  Jesus is coming!  He is our life!  We have no life apart from Christ!  Paul 

has made a distinction here and verse 3.  We are dead but He is our life.  How is this possible?  It’s 

simply that we; our self, our life apart from Christ, the old man is dead.  We have a new life now.  Christ 

is our life! If we live our lives for our King and are faithful to His work, then we will appear with Him in 

glory. 

 

3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 

inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:  
Commentary: 

Paul’s style of writing epistles was to end with practical living.  He has made known the mystery of the 

gospel, now the epistle seems to shift to how our lives should be lived.  Mortify is a very strong word.  It 

comes from the Greek word G3499 pronounced nek-ro’-o, to deaden, to subdue: --be dead, mortify.  This 

simply means to put to death the desires of the flesh that are contrary to the ways of God.  Paul declares 

in Romans 8 that this can only be done through the Spirit.  Man cannot subdue the flesh in his own 

strength.  He must pray and allow the Spirit of God to do the work.  This doesn’t mean, however, that 
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man is off the hook if these things are not conquered.  If you will ask God to deliver you from whatever in 

this list of things we are asked to mortify, then He will.  A failure to mortify these things in your life is 

evidence that you do not want to life for God.  It’s that simple.  Fornication (harlotry), uncleanness 

(physical and moral impurity), inordinate affection (wicked passion, affection, lust), evil concupiscence (a 

longing [especially for what is forbidden] desire), covetousness (avarice, fraudulency, extortion, 

greediness).  How is covetousness idolatry?  You can set your affections on more than one thing at a time.  

Once you see what others have and greedily desire it, it takes the place of God in your heart and God is 

removed from the throne of your heart.  Anything that you place before God is considered idolatry.   

 

3:6 For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:  
Commentary: 

This verse reveals a truth that is not widely accepted nor popular amongst the mainstream churches in 

America.  It’s the truth that salvation can be lost.  If we examine these verses in this chapter, we must 

conclude that there is an effort on our part to set our affections on things above and mortify our members 

which are on the earth.  This is not “works” as some love to accuse.  It is a matter of obedience.  Notice 

that Paul says the wrath cometh upon the children of “disobedience.”  Paul himself has made a 

separation between works and obedience.  Those who claim that we cannot obey the Lord simply do not 

understand the New Man.  The conclusion is simply this; if we cannot walk upright before God now that 

we have Christ inside us, then we simply do not want to life for God.  This becomes disobedience.  This 

verse declares “for which things” is obviously referring to the sins mentioned in verse 5.  The wrath of 

God will clearly come to people who permit those things to remain in their lives.  The presence of these 

things in a life is evidence that they have no desire to live for God.  The presence of these things are also 

a sign that God is not abiding within that individual. 

 

3:7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.   
Commentary: 

Now Paul declares to them that they once walked in these things, but since Christ had come to live within 

them when they turned their lives over to Him, these things were removed.   

 

3:8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

communication out of your mouth.   
Commentary: 

This verse is clear that the believer has the means and responsibility to put off the deeds of the flesh.  The 

responsibility is ours.  So not only should we put off the things mentioned in verse 5, but also these things.  

Anger (violent passion), wrath (fierceness, indignation), malice (depravity, evil, naughtiness, 

wickedness), blasphemy (speaking evil of God), filthy communication out of your mouth.  There’s so many 

people today who think that filthy jokes, cursing and the like are not important to God.  This totally 

debunks the notion that a person’s cursing does not matter to the Lord.   

 

3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;   
Commentary: 

As previously mentioned, even though Christ nailed the Old Testament Law to the cross, He did not do 

away with God’s standard of righteousness.  Lying is one of the ten commandments, and is still in effect 

in the New Covenant.  This verse along with others in this chapter, prove to us that our lives should be 

walked out in obedience to God.  If we choose not to walk in obedience, then we will, by default, incur the 

wrath of God that cometh upon the children of disobedience.  Now that Christ abides within us, we no 

longer have an excuse for why we cannot walk upright before God.  It is the power of the Holy Spirit that 

causes us to live right.  See Ezekiel 36:27. 
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3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him 

that created him:   
Commentary: 

The words “put on” comes from the Greek word G1746 pronounced en-doo’-o, which means (in the 

sense of sinking into a garment); to invest with clothing; array, clothe, endue.  So this verse reveals that 

the believer has a conscience choice to make whether we are going “put off” the old man and “put on” 

the new.  It’s our choice.  This verse continues the idea that God has not removed the freedom to choose 

from mankind before or after he/she is born again.  The remainder of the verse lets us know that this new 

man was designed after the image of Christ.  This verse coincides with Romans 8:29. As we shall see in 

the next verse, this new man is one with Christ.  There are no sects, denominations or seditions. 

 

3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 

Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.   
Commentary: 

The Colossian church, mostly made up of Greeks (Gentiles), are now and perhaps for the first time, 

hearing the mystery of the unity that Christ has brought to the Gentiles or rest of the world (non-Jews).  

Before now, it seemed as though God was interested in the Jews and no one else.  But now Paul is 

declaring God’s love that includes all of humanity.  No one is left out of this plan.  Being “in Christ” 

removes any previous reliance on color, creed, nationality, ethnic group, etc.  The word Greek is in 

reference to non-Jews, but the word Barbarian is in reference to non-Greeks.  Barbarians were basically 

foreigners who were not under the rule of the Roman Empire.  Scythian is in reference to savages or non-

civilized people.  In Christ there is no distinction.  Christ is all and in all!  What a unity Christ has 

brought to the world.  Every child of God can enjoy kinship in the Spirit simply because we are in Christ. 

 

3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 

humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  
Commentary: 

Herein continues the responsibility of each believer again.  These are things that the Lord asks us to “Put 

on.”  “As the elect of God” is not to be confused with the notion that God picks and chooses people for 

salvation.  This foolish and unscriptural doctrine is a smack in the face to the character of God.  It is also 

a lack of understanding of the God’s plan of redemption.  First of all, why would the Lord ask you and I 

to not have respect to persons and even say it was sin, if He respected persons?  Reference James 2:9.   

 

3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 

any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.   
Commentary: 

Forbearing (suffering through the failures and short comings of people).   Forgiving is very plain here.  

Quarrel refers simply to any type of confrontation whether it be great or small.  As Christ forgave us, we 

should forgive one another in the same fashion.  Well how did Christ forgive us?  Obviously Jesus 

forgave us before we ever realized we had done wrong.  Also, He forgave us when we didn’t deserve it.  

He forgave because of His love toward us.  He forgave us before we showed any remorse or reason to 

show we regretted our offenses.  Jesus would teach his disciples to pray this way, forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Why is forgiveness so important?  Unforgiveness 

produces a root of bitterness!  This is a very vile thing in the heart.  No one wins when roots of bitterness 

springs up in hearts.  Many will be defiled.  Hebrews 12:15. 
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3:14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.   
Commentary: 

“Put on” is mentioned again.  This is a choice that you and I make.  The fruit of Love, or charity, is the 

greatest of all!  This is the one fruit that every child of God should have within them.  Out of everything 

that Paul has mentioned up to this point, Charity is the most accurate way the English language can 

describe God’s love.  Charity comes from the Greek word G26, pronounced ag-ah’-pay, which means 

love, affection or benevolence (which means acts of kindness), charity, dear, love.  Charity is the most 

important.  Why?  Because Jesus commanded it!  John 13:34 says A new commandment I give unto you, 

that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.   

 

3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 

body; and be ye thankful.   
Commentary: 

What an awesome truth is conveyed here.  The peace of God is upon every believer.  This is a peace that 

passes all understanding.  It is a comfort in times of storm.  It keeps us in the darkest hour.  It sustains us 

in the most wearisome times.  This is the attribute of God that needs to “rule” in our hearts.  If something 

is ruling, then let it rule.  Submit to its authority.  Paul says to “Let the peace of God rule.”  The idea 

here is that we can choose to override this, rather that we submit to it.  Here again is the idea of unity.  

We are One in Christ!  We are members of one body.  The body of Christ is separate members but make 

up a greater whole.  Finally, this verse tells us to be thankful.  Thankfulness is one of the ways we are to 

pray.  Thankfulness looks at what a person has, and not what a person does not have.  Thankfulness and 

covetousness are polar opposites. 

 

3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 

the Lord.   
Commentary: 

“Let” again gives the idea that we are to permit or allow something that is nudging at your heart 

anyway.  Just let it in!  Give way to it.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you.  As we meditate on the word of 

Christ, let the word soak in us as we meditate and ponder its truths.  The Colossians were exhorted to 

teach (instruct) and admonish (to put in mind, to caution or reprove gently) one another.  Here in this 

verse lies another tear down of false doctrine if we will just read and understand what is being said here.  

The portion of this verse regarding “Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs” is echoed in Ephesians 5:19.  A 

particular denomination says that old testament worship was removed in this New Covenant.  This is 

clearly incorrect when hearing what Paul says here.  By Paul using the word “Psalms,” he brings us 

right back to the Old Testament worship and of course the Psalms give instructions to sing to the Lord 

with musical instruments.  Reference Psalm 150 among many others.  Paul is saying here that we 

shouldn’t just teach the word, but also sing the word, worship in the word!  Wow!  This is an awesome 

verse. 

 

3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him.   
Commentary: 

This truth is also taught by Jesus Himself when He said, if you ask anything “in my name” I will do it.  

Why is praying in the name of Jesus so important?  It’s because Jesus is the door.  The name Jesus is the 

Password!  The name Jesus is also The Name that has been exalted “Above” every other name!  By His 

name, we have access to the Father.  By His name, we cast out devils!  By His name we have the power 

and authority to heal the sick and raise the dead.  Peter would testify in the temple that it is “His name 

through faith in His name” that made the lame man to walk.  Acts 3:16. 
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3:18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.   
Commentary: 

In this verse and the verses that follow are the order in which God has ordered home.  Many men have 

abused these verses while many women have scorned them.  The word of God declares the wife to submit 

to the husband.  This is the way God ordered it.  Men will stand before God and give account of how they 

have treated their wives according to this verse and the next.  Wives will also give account for how they 

have fulfilled it as well.  Neither gender will be excluded from answering for these instructions. 

 

3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.   
Commentary: 

Husbands, you are commanded to love your wives.  Paul brings up unforgiveness again in the word 

bitter.  James mentions bitterness in his writings James 3:11 & 14.  The word bitterness is literally in 

reference to poisonous sap from a poison vine (akin to poison oak).  Unforgiveness in a person’s life 

allows all kinds of wickedness to grow within them.  The command for us to forgive is as important to the 

“forgiver” than the “forgivee.”  No one wins when unforgiveness takes root.  Marriages require 

continual work in the sense that there are constantly issues that arise that will challenge the love between 

husband and wife.  Husbands you are also commanded to not be bitter against your wives.  The idea here 

is that husbands must forgive the faults and failures of wife, and vice versa.  This is one of the greatest 

reasons why marriages end in divorce today.  One spouse or the other has hurt the other in some way for 

so long that there is no forgiveness.  One party or the other decides they will no longer forgive the other 

due to the hurt caused.  This bitterness will always lead to separation.  We need to take heed to this verse. 

 

3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.   
Commentary: 

Paul has laid out in these verses the conduct of every member of the home.  He now turns to the children.  

This verse echoes the commandment with promise from Exodus 20:12; to Honor thy father and thy 

mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.    

 

3:21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.  
Commentary: 

Paul directs his attention to how the fathers should behave toward their children.  This verse has been 

very beneficial to me as a father.  I’ve noticed that we as parents can place to much pressure on our kids.  

Children are delicate.  They need nurtured.  Children must have correction as we all do, but if correction 

goes too far, it can cause anger to rise within them.  I would dare to say that many children are driven to 

lawlessness due to the constant pressure on them by their parents.  There is a right way and a wrong way 

to discipline children.  If a child is made aware of the error of their ways and disciplined for it, then it 

will produce a correct alignment of their life.  Once you’ve corrected your child, forgive and forget it.  

Don’t keep holding it against them.  Give them a fresh start.  The Lord forgave you and gave you a fresh 

start, didn’t He?  However, if a child is constantly lectured, constantly brow-beat, then they will 

eventually come to a place where anger sets in on them, then discouragement will come because they 

realize that it doesn’t matter how hard they try to please their parents, that it won’t be good enough.  

Then that discouragement will drive them away from their family and a life of lawlessness.   

 

3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 

menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:  
Commentary: 

Obviously during these times in Israel and surrounding regions, masters and servants was still a popular 

way of life.  Here Paul deals with how servants are to treat their masters and vice versa.  Any child of 

God who is a servant has been instructed to obey their masters pertaining to daily chores, tasks, etc.  

However, when it comes to a point where the master has asked them to do something morally wrong 
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according to the will of God, then they are instructed to keep themselves true to our Supreme Master; 

Jesus Christ.  Eyeservice is in reference to servants being asked to dress in such a way that pleases the 

lusts of their masters.  This carries much more significance than what we may realize.  The servant and 

master truth is also in relation to our positions in the workplace.  The servant, is the person who has a 

boss over them.  The master is the boss who has workers under him.  The same concept applies. 

 

3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  
Commentary: 

Paul brings us to the conclusion of his teachings with this verse that, simply put, means that even though 

we have people over us in positions of authority, we still should work like Jesus is the only one we are to 

strive to be well pleasing to.   

 

3:24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve 

the Lord Christ.   
Commentary: 

No explanation is necessary here.  If we live our lives to please the Lord, then we will receive 

accordingly. 

 

3:25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is 

no respect of persons.  
Commentary: 

Here in this verse reveals the fact that God’s law of sowing and reaping has not expired.  If we sow 

righteously, we will reap righteously.  If we sow wickedly, we will reap wickedly.  Don’t miss this.  The 

exact way (seed) you sow, is the exact way (fruit) you will reap.  For example, if you disrespect your mom 

or dad, don’t be surprised if you don’t receive any respect from your children.  If you steal from someone, 

don’t be surprise if you get stolen from.  This is made plain with the words “Whatsoever a man soweth, 

that shall he also reap."  The words “and there is no respect of person” brings us back to the truth that 

God is not partial concerning mankind.  He treats us all the same.  Some have disagreed with this to their 

error.  The preceding words of this verse declare unto us that it makes no difference to the Lord as to who 

has done wrong.  If a person has served God for years and been faithful to every leading of the Spirit, 

they are not exempt from this law.  Paul indirectly reveals to the Colossians that he himself is still subject 

to this law even though he is being used of God, and mightily so.  This chapter should give us a greater 

knowledge as to the fact that all of us are subject to not only people in this life, but ultimately God the 

Father in Heaven.  A man who is a master over many servants still has a higher governing body he must 

adhere to, whether it is Israel, the Roman Empire, the city police, county police, state troopers, federal 

officers, federal government and finally God.  No one is excluded!  This verse is clear that if you break 

the speed limit, for example, don’t be surprised when you get pulled over and have a ticket handed to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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4:1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also 

have a Master in heaven.  
Commentary: 

Even though the chapter number has changed, the thoughts of the apostle continue with behavior as it 

relates to positions of authority.  This verse declares to us the responsibility of Masters, bosses and the 

like.  Those in authority are to give wages due to that person under them according to what is right and 

equal.  The word equal simply means that we are not to show any difference between servants or workers.  

The masters must realize that they also are servants in the eyes of God.  If the master over servants 

doesn’t treat them right and according to verse 25, they will reap what they have sown, then the master 

must realize that God will give them the same treatment as they have given to their servants. 

 

4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;  
Commentary: 

Paul’s decree to the Colossians is to pray without ceasing.  Do not neglect your prayer life.  Prayer is the 

one of the greatest things that God has afforded unto His children.  It is also the single greatest thing that 

we neglect.  There is no pleasure to the flesh in prayer.  It is strictly a spiritual thing.  This is why it is 

fought so hard.  The word “watch” comes from the Greek word G1127 pronounced gray-gor-yoo’-o, 

which means to keep awake, i.e., be vigilant, watchful.  We are instructed here to watch or keep awake 

through prayer.  Can a person fall into spiritual sleep by neglecting their prayer life?  The answer clearly 

is yes.  Show me someone who is spiritually strong and I’ll show you someone who has an active prayer 

life.  The opposite is the same.   

 

4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak 

the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 
Commentary: 

 Now Paul is charging the church to pray for the furtherance of the gospel and the men and women God 

is using to accomplish that commission.  There are many closed doors in our world today where the 

gospel needs to be preached.  These doors are opened through prayer.  Paul’s prayer request is two-fold, 

that God would open the doors for us to preach, and that Paul would preach the mystery of Christ as he 

ought to speak.  Paul reveals also the fact that he was currently in prison. 

 

4:4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.   
Commentary: 

This reveals the desire of every man truly called of God to preach.  It is wonderful to have the ability, not 

our own but the ability that God giveth (1 Peter 4:11), to proclaim this glorious gospel.  Paul also reveals 

his desire to please God with his preaching with the phrase “as I ought to speak.”  So many preachers 

today seem to be preaching in the way they feel like they should or with the sense that God is not 

listening.  Much like a herald in a kingdom, the herald has no authority to speak his own words or 

thoughts, but that he only speak the official sealed words of his king.  Preachers are no different! 

 

4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.   
Commentary: 

Paul continues his practical living instructions by teaching them how to walk among the lost and undone 

around them.  How can your walk with the Lord redeem the time?  Even though we are not to walk in 

order to please man, we still yet are to be an example so that others will see what Christ has done in us 

and in doing so, will be a means of leading them to Christ.  If you walk in such a way before the lost of 

this world that violates God’s teachings, then you are in essence driving the rest of the world further and 

CHAPTER 4 



 The Book of Colossians 

Contextual Verse by Verse Commentary 

33 

 

further from being saved.  Because of this, it will take more time to undo what has been planted in them in 

order to lead them to Christ. 

 

4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye 

ought to answer every man.   
Commentary: 

Again, Paul continues the exhortation for how we are to be an example.  We can speak in such a way that 

has the flavor of grace that people need in their lives.  Seasoned with salt gives us the understanding that 

our speech should in some way include the Joy of serving God or the mention of the Lord in some way.   

 

4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful 

minister and fellowservant in the Lord:  
Commentary: 

Paul will conclude this letter starting in this verse.  Paul’s condition would be shared with the Colossians 

through Tychicus.  So from this we gather that Paul would evidently send Tychicus to the Colossians to 

share with them Paul’s journeys, labor, fruit, the word of God, etc.  Paul testifies of Tychicus to them so 

that they would readily receive him when he came.   

 

4:8 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and 

comfort your hearts;  
Commentary: 

Again, we see that not only would Paul send Tychicus to them to relate to them his state, but also to hear 

of their estate to bring back word to him.  This is a prime example of how churches need to communicate.  

Many times, we allow the enemy to isolate us from our church family and other churches for that matter.  

Fellowship of God’s people is so important. 

 

4:9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make 

known unto you all things which are done here.   
Commentary: 

Onesimus is mentioned here as well as in the letter to Philemon.  It seems from the letter to Philemon, 

Onesimus was led to the Lord by Paul while Paul was in prison.  This declares unto us the depth of 

Paul’s zeal for God.  Paul allowed nothing to hinder him from leading others to Christ; not even his 

chains.  Physical chains may have held Paul, but he was spiritually free and the devil could do nothing to 

change that.  Many of us allow our circumstances to discourage or hinder us in some way.  We should 

rather realize that God is with us regardless of what we are going through.  Onesimus is a faithful and 

love brother.  Paul would send him to the Colossians to report Paul’s condition and work.   

 

4:10 Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, 

(touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)  
Commentary: 

Aristarchus is another man who labored with Paul and obviously from this verse, was in prison with Paul 

at this time.  If this is the same man as mentioned in Acts 19:29 and 27:2, then he was a Macedonian of 

Thessalonica and Paul’s companion in travel.  These men would be used of God to help the preacher and 

apostle along the way, especially as he faced the beasts at Ephesus and Macedonia (Acts 19 and 20).  I 

see from this a very distinct truth that God will join men together in the Spirit to labor in the fields 

working for the souls of men.  This is obviously to share the burden but also to pray one for another, help 

one another, disciple one anther, and finally for fellowship.  What a joy it is to have someone who labors 

beside you and can identify with the struggles you go through as a child of God.  So it seems that 
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Aristarchus and Marcus (John Mark) had previously visited the Colossians and gave unto them 

commandments from the Lord.   

 

4:11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my 

fellow workers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me.   
Commentary: 

Justus along with Aristarchus and Marcus, men of the circumcision?  While this could be in reference to 

men of Israel; Jews, it more than likely means that these men were previous teachers of the Law, maybe 

even Pharisees.  These men could have been peers of Paul prior to his conversion and had led these men 

to the Lord.  These men were also laboring with Paul.  There is a distinction here by the words “unto the 

kingdom of God.”  There are many Christians today who are working in the church, doing a lot of good 

deeds but it is of no consequence to the kingdom of God.  The souls of men being saved, making disciples, 

encouraging the saints, and teaching believers to grow are all things that we should be laboring in to be 

a worker unto the kingdom of God.   

 

4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring 

fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.   
Commentary: 

Obviously during the time of Paul’s writing this epistle, Epaphras was with Paul and also that he had no 

immediate plans to visit the Colossians.  Epaphras is considered at least a pastor, but perhaps a bishop 

since he is mentioned as being burdened and labored in more than one church.  Whether present or 

absent, Epaphras was praying fervently for the Colossians that their lives would bear forth a continual 

obedience to all of the will of God. 

 

4:13 For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in 

Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.   
Commentary: 

No explanation necessary here.  This verse does seem to confirm my suspicions that Epaphras was a 

bishop in the sense that he had two churches on his heart although many preachers and pastors carry 

burdens for more than just their own churches continually. 

 

4:14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.  
Commentary: 

Luke, the beloved physician, the writer of Acts and also the gospel of Luke, is still with Paul and greets 

the people of Colosse.  It seems as though the Lord used Luke in order to document Paul’s conversion 

and ministry for the benefit of us all.  What a wonderful service he has given to the entire body of Christ 

and to the entire world for that matter.  

Demas, another laborer with Paul at this time and at the time Paul wrote to Philemon, but would 

eventually forsake Paul.  Demas’ forsaking Paul would have a far greater meaning than just leaving 

Paul.  Paul was an apostle being led and used of God to carry the gospel and lay the foundation of the 

word of God where it had never been planted before. Paul’s work required faithful men to labour along 

side the apostle.  A pastor, preacher, apostle etc. will always have men led of the Lord to help him in the 

call that God has on his life.  The tragedy today though is that very few God-called preachers have such 

help.  It is usually preachers laboring together with no help from their congregation.  So Demas had 

forsaken Paul, but worse than that, he had forsaken the Lord.  Reference 2 Timothy 4:10…having loved 

this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica…  I wonder what Demas found in Thessalonica 

that caught his eye so much that it caused him to leave the ministry?   
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4:15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in 

his house.   
Commentary: 

Paul’s request to the Colossians now is to salute the brethren who are in the next city over from them.  

This simply is Paul’s desire that the churches come together in unity and not allow them to be isolated 

from each other.  There is no other mention of Nymphas in the scriptures than here.  He obviously loved 

the Lord if he made sure the saints had a place to gather to worship God in his own house. 

 

4:16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the 

Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.   
Commentary: 

Contrary to what some may think or believe, this verse is evidence that this letter was written to the 

church at Colosse and to the church at Laodicea.  Laodicea was a very troubled church as is painfully 

clear according to the letter written to them by John the Apostle recorded in the book of Revelation. 

 

4:17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the 

Lord, that thou fulfil it.   
Commentary: 

Archippus here and in the letter to Philemon, is obviously evidence that Philemon was a resident of 

Colosse.  See Philemon 1:2. If these two mentions of the name are in fact the same person, then we also 

conclude that this letter was written prior to the letter to Philemon due to the evidence that in this verse 

Archippus had not yet surrendered to the call of God although he had received a call to the ministry.  

Philemon declares that he is a fellowsoldier, which gives us the conclusion that he had since the writing 

of this letter, had surrendered to that call.   

 

4:18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. 

Amen.   
Commentary: 

Paul ends the letter to the Colossians by his typical ending, “Grace be with you. Amen” Paul signs the 

letter, declaring his authorship.  Paul, no doubt, is troubled about his bonds of imprisonment simply 

because there is a call on his life to fulfill the task of preaching the gospel, planting churches and the 

things that Jesus said that he would suffer.  Paul reveals to Timothy that he had finished his course.  Can 

you and I say the same?  When we get to the end of our lives, can we look boldly at the world and 

honestly say “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Chapter 
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Why Contextual Studies? 

     here is such a need in the world today to study the Word of God in the context it was originally given.  Paul  

         exhorted Timothy to study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15. 

Many foundational and doctrinal truths have left the modern day church for the simple reason that men and women 

have inadvertently misunderstood the word of God.  If scripture is not understood and taught in the context written, 

then it opens up a world for the enemy to use it to deceive.  You can make the bible say anything you want it to say if 

you isolate one verse from its context. 

These words used by Paul give us insight into how he was able to preach, teach and exhort with such boldness.  All 

scripture is God-breathed and will not contradict itself.  We are taught to compare scripture with scripture so that we 

arrive at the correct understanding.  

God’s word does not contradict itself.  God is faithful!  His word can be trusted!  In the end we must let the word say 

what it says.  Instead of man attempting to change the word, let us allow the word to change us!    
 

Other resources available: 

                              - Lesson 9 – Galatians 

                              - Lesson 20 – James 

                        - Lesson 17 - Titus 
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